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Deeply researched, World as Laboratory tells a secret history that’s not really a
secret. The fruits of human engineering are all around us: advertising, polls,
focus groups, the ubiquitous habit of “spin” practiced by marketers and
politicians. What Rebecca Lemov cleverly traces for the first time is how the
absurd, the practical, and the dangerous experiments of the human engineers of
the first half of the twentieth century left their laboratories to become our day-to-
day reality.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Lemov, a historian and anthropologist, addresses nearly a century of study into "human engineering," the
idea that behavior can be modified through manipulation of the surrounding environment. The social
implications of such research are important, but equally worth pondering, she suggests, is what it tells us
about "the impulse for scientific experimentation" and how far scientists will go to indulge it. Some of her
most intriguing passages deal with individual researchers like fear specialist O. Hobart Mowrer and
sociologist John Dollard and how their theories—their career paths, even—were shaped by their emotional
conditions. But Lemov balances this personal approach with close consideration of the major institutions
involved, tracking the effect of grants handed out by the Rockefeller Foundation and digging into the vast
archives of Yale's anthropological database (all the more remarkable for being entirely on paper). She also
reports on the government's interest in the field, including the CIA's encouragement of research designed
both to combat and refine psychological torture. Lemov's final charge, that "many people continue to suffer
from the use of these techniques" as deployed by consumer surveys and political polls, needs substantiation,
but her historical argument is both eye-opening and persuasive. (Dec.)
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Booklist
Lemov explores the behavioral sciences during the years 1900-60, after which much of the human
experimentation previously conducted acquired an odious reputation; the author remarks she was
predisposed to dislike the psychologists, anthropologists, and sociologists who conducted it. Lemov
improved her opinion of them, but her well-researched book nevertheless imparts a sense of uneasiness about
human engineering. An outgrowth of stimulus-response experiments on animals, behavior modification of
people became the goal of ambitious psychologists such as John Watson, coiner of the conditioned-response
theory. Tellingly, he eventually went into advertising, while in his wake in the 1920s, foundations directed
by behaviorist enthusiasts funded behavioral science centers at Yale and Harvard. With World War II,
Lemov remarks, their denizens traded lab coats for uniforms, applying behavioral theories to occupied areas.
A balanced account of the behaviorists' crusade, Lemov's history provides crucial backstory to contemporary
practices in psychology and mass media. Gilbert Taylor
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Review

“Delves into both the grotesque and the comical experiments that built the modern world…With a healthy
sense of amusement and an appreciation for the absurd, Lemov recounts the attempts of the now largely
defunct fields of behaviorism and behavioral engineering to quantify, predict and ultimately control human
behavior…the book handles tough subjects in a deft and even charming manner.” —Seed Magazine

“Rebecca Lemov, a lecturer at the University of Washington, has produced a lively and well-researched
history of the human engineering field and its broad intellectual and social legacy.” —Michael O’Donnell,
The San Francisco Chronicle

“…an often enthralling history of the young science of human behavior and society.” —Scott LaFee, San
Diego Union Tribune

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


Users Review

From reader reviews:

David Rivera:

Do you one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on guys
that aren't like that. This World as Laboratory: Experiments with Mice, Mazes, and Men book is readable by
you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the info here are arrange for enjoyable examining
experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer regarding
World as Laboratory: Experiments with Mice, Mazes, and Men content conveys the idea easily to understand
by many individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the information but it just different in the
form of it. So , do you still thinking World as Laboratory: Experiments with Mice, Mazes, and Men is not
loveable to be your top collection reading book?

Ella McCoy:

This World as Laboratory: Experiments with Mice, Mazes, and Men usually are reliable for you who want to
be a successful person, why. The explanation of this World as Laboratory: Experiments with Mice, Mazes,
and Men can be one of many great books you must have is actually giving you more than just simple
studying food but feed an individual with information that possibly will shock your before knowledge. This
book will be handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your conditions in the e-book and
printed people. Beside that this World as Laboratory: Experiments with Mice, Mazes, and Men giving you an
enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that could it useful
in your day action. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Maria Hughes:

You can find this World as Laboratory: Experiments with Mice, Mazes, and Men by visit the bookstore or
Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties on your knowledge.
Kinds of this guide are various. Not only simply by written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book
by simply e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking of your mobile phone and searching what
their problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more information about your book. It is
most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try to choose correct ways
for you.

Phillip Elliott:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got college students? We believe that that
problem was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. So you
know that little person including reading or as reading through become their hobby. You should know that
reading is very important as well as book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to add you knowledge,
except your teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update concerning something by book. Different
categories of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is actually World as Laboratory:
Experiments with Mice, Mazes, and Men.
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