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'[A] masterpiece of reportorial thoroughness, painstaking research, and serious
reflection.' Edward W. Said

'Cooley’s important and timely book examines a strange love affair that went
disastrously wrong, the alliance between America and some of the most
conservative and fanatical followers of Islam.' Los Angeles Times Book Review

'The devil of John Cooley’s unsettling book is in the detail ... A persuasive
argument against one-night stands in international alliances and makes clear that
there will be an intolerable price to pay if Islam replaces communism as the next
‘Satanic foe”’. Independent on Sunday

This completely revised edition examines the events of September 11th 2001,
Osama bin Laden's role and the complex working of the Al Qa'ida terror
network. This is the classic book on the history of the USA's involvement with
Afghanistan that explains the devastating consequences of the alliance between
the US government and radical Islam. Essential reading for anyone who wants to
understand the roots of the current international crisis.

Cooley marshals a wealth of evidence – from the assassination of Sadat, the
destabilisation of Algeria and Chechnya and the emergence of the Taliban, to the
bombings of the World Trade Center and the US embassies in Africa. He
examines the crucial role of Pakistan’s military intelligence organisation;
uncovers China’s involvement and its aftermath; the extent of Saudi financial
support; the role of ‘America’s most wanted man' Osama bin Laden; the BCCI
connection; the CIA’s cynical promotion of drug traffic in the Golden Crescent;
the events in Pakistan since the military coup of October 1999; and, finally, the
events of September 11th 2001 and their continuing impact on world affairs.
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Editorial Review

From Library Journal
Cooley, an ABC correspondent who has spent many years in the Middle East, calls his book a "narration,"
and indeed it reads more like a conversation than a traditional book. He focuses on the numerous riots,
uprisings, and terrorist acts in the Arabic-speaking parts of the Middle East over the last two decades, which
began when freedom fighters in Afghanistan returned to their home countries after the Afghan war. Cooley
carries such ties even to the World Trade Center and Kenyan and Tanzanian embassy bombings. Since the
CIA (and others) funded the fighters in Afghanistan, we are reaping a strange harvest for our efforts.
Although there are minor factual errors and some of the movements may have fewer ties to Afghanistan than
Cooley implies in his more sweeping statements, this provocative book certainly will provide insight into
many events in the Middle East for the general reader.ADonald Johnson, Univ. of Minnesota Lib.,
Minneapolis
Copyright 1999 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review

'[A] masterpiece of reportorial thoroughness, painstaking research, and serious reflection.' --Edward W. Said
 
'Cooley’s important and timely book examines a strange love affair that went disastrously wrong, the alliance
between America and some of the most conservative and fanatical followers of Islam.' --Los Angeles Times
Book Review
 
'The devil of John Cooley’s unsettling book is in the detail ... A persuasive argument against one-night stands
in international alliances and makes clear that there will be an intolerable price to pay if Islam replaces
communism as the next ‘Satanic foe”’. --Independent on Sunday

About the Author

John K. Cooley is a correspondent for ABC News and has written widely on the Middle East and North
Africa.He is the author of five other books on the Middle East, including Payback: America’s Long War in
the Middle East (1991) and Libyan Sandstorm: Qaddafi’s Revolution (1981). He lives in Athens.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Vance Malik:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important take action, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you
can add your knowledge by the book entitled Unholy Wars: Afghanistan, America and International
Terrorism. Try to make the book Unholy Wars: Afghanistan, America and International Terrorism as your
friend. It means that it can to become your friend when you really feel alone and beside that course make you
smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book makes you far more confidence because
you can know every little thing by the book. So , we need to make new experience along with knowledge
with this book.



Catherine Hudson:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With looking at you can get a
lot of information that may give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can certainly
share their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their particular reader with
their story or their experience. Not only situation that share in the guides. But also they write about the
knowledge about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
children, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on this planet always try to improve their
ability in writing, they also doing some research before they write with their book. One of them is this
Unholy Wars: Afghanistan, America and International Terrorism.

Gail Cote:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book specifically book entitled
Unholy Wars: Afghanistan, America and International Terrorism your brain will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely can become your mind
friends. Imaging every single word written in a reserve then become one form conclusion and explanation
this maybe you never get before. The Unholy Wars: Afghanistan, America and International Terrorism
giving you yet another experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you useful facts for your
better life on this era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern the following is your body and mind
are going to be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to try
this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Hubert Macarthur:

Reading a book to be new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to examine a book. When you read
a book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge, mainly
because book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book
that you have read. If you would like get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but
if you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, as well as
soon. The Unholy Wars: Afghanistan, America and International Terrorism provide you with a new
experience in reading through a book.
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