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From the New York Times bestselling and critically acclaimed author of The
Invention of Murder, an extraordinary, revelatory portrait of everyday life on the
streets of Dickens' London.
The nineteenth century was a time of unprecedented change, and nowhere was
this more apparent than London. In only a few decades, the capital grew from a
compact Regency town into a sprawling metropolis of 6.5 million inhabitants, the
largest city the world had ever seen. Technology—railways, street-lighting, and
sewers—transformed both the city and the experience of city-living, as London
expanded in every direction. Now Judith Flanders, one of Britain's foremost
social historians, explores the world portrayed so vividly in Dickens' novels,
showing life on the streets of London in colorful, fascinating detail.From the
moment Charles Dickens, the century's best-loved English novelist and London's
greatest observer, arrived in the city in 1822, he obsessively walked its streets,
recording its pleasures, curiosities and cruelties. Now, with him, Judith Flanders
leads us through the markets, transport systems, sewers, rivers, slums, alleys,
cemeteries, gin palaces, chop-houses and entertainment emporia of Dickens'
London, to reveal the Victorian capital in all its variety, vibrancy, and squalor.
From the colorful cries of street-sellers to the uncomfortable reality of travel by
omnibus, to the many uses for the body parts of dead horses and the
unimaginably grueling working days of hawker children, no detail is too small, or
too strange. No one who reads Judith Flanders's meticulously researched,
captivatingly written The Victorian City will ever view London in the same light
again.
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From the New York Times bestselling and critically acclaimed author of The Invention of Murder, an
extraordinary, revelatory portrait of everyday life on the streets of Dickens' London.
The nineteenth century was a time of unprecedented change, and nowhere was this more apparent than
London. In only a few decades, the capital grew from a compact Regency town into a sprawling metropolis
of 6.5 million inhabitants, the largest city the world had ever seen. Technology—railways, street-lighting,
and sewers—transformed both the city and the experience of city-living, as London expanded in every
direction. Now Judith Flanders, one of Britain's foremost social historians, explores the world portrayed so
vividly in Dickens' novels, showing life on the streets of London in colorful, fascinating detail.From the
moment Charles Dickens, the century's best-loved English novelist and London's greatest observer, arrived
in the city in 1822, he obsessively walked its streets, recording its pleasures, curiosities and cruelties. Now,
with him, Judith Flanders leads us through the markets, transport systems, sewers, rivers, slums, alleys,
cemeteries, gin palaces, chop-houses and entertainment emporia of Dickens' London, to reveal the Victorian
capital in all its variety, vibrancy, and squalor. From the colorful cries of street-sellers to the uncomfortable
reality of travel by omnibus, to the many uses for the body parts of dead horses and the unimaginably
grueling working days of hawker children, no detail is too small, or too strange. No one who reads Judith
Flanders's meticulously researched, captivatingly written The Victorian City will ever view London in the
same light again.
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Editorial Review

From Booklist
*Starred Review* By the end of the nineteenth century, London was the most populous city in world history
and the center of an immense political and commercial empire that enveloped all populated continents. In his
novels and essays, Charles Dickens vividly conveyed the color, dynamism, and squalor of the metropolis. Of
course, Dickens had an ax to grind, so his efforts at social criticism led to some distortions. Also, he died in
1870, missing three decades of critical growth and reforms at the end of the Victorian era. Flanders, a
Londoner, is a contributor to various British journals. She takes a broader and less judgmental approach than
Dickens. Still, her imagery is often intense and striking even without editorial comment. Here is a putrid,
disease-ridden water system filled with human and animal waste, characteristic of some of today’s Third
World urban centers. At Covent Garden, home to a huge food market and theaters, and also a center for vice,
rich and poor mingled on a daily basis. The streets of London were a constant assault on the senses with their
noise and smell. This is a superb portrait of an exciting, thriving, and dangerous city. --Jay Freeman

Review
Judith Flanders's erudite and vivid look at 19th-century London is a reminder that what Charles Dickens --an
unflinching observer of urban wretchedness, whom Ms. Flanders rightly hails as 'the greatest recorder the
London streets has ever known chronicled in his novels and journalism was merely life as most people then
lived it...Ms. Flanders is a beguiling guide, drawing on Dickens's writings to create an irresistible portrait of
the English capital at a time of unprecedented expansion... The Victorian City is the perfect companion to
Dickens's work. (The Wall Street Journal)

Flanders uses secondary historical sources alongside Dickens's own impressions of the city to take us on a
dazzling journey through an imperial city plagued by poverty and deeply divided by class... Flanders must be
given credit for doing an astounding job of recreating every nook and cranny of London in this richly
detailed compendium. Shying away from academic pretension, Flanders tells the epic story of this biggest
and boldest Victorian city in all its complexity, with verve, color and a straightforward approach to language
that still manages to give a voice to ordinary Londoners something Dickens would no doubt approve of.
(NPR.org)

Judith Flanders is giving famed English novelist and historian Peter Ackroyd a run for his money in their
joint delight over all things London. In this new work, Victorian expert Flanders fields just about every
question the intelligent reader might have about Dickensian London. (The Buffalo News, 4 out of 4 stars
review)

Weaving a tapestry as colorful as a market flower display, Flanders not only describes such things as
changes in transportation but takes us right into the streets, to battle the mud and to be smothered in dust.
The Victorian City is social history at its finest, a must-read for Dickens fans or anyone who loves London. It
reminds us why this time period is endlessly fascinating to read about, but probably not a place we'd really
want to live. (BookPage)

[Flanders'] imagery is often intense and striking... The streets of London were a constant assault on the
senses with their noise and smell. This is a superb portrait of an exciting, thriving, and dangerous city.
(Booklist, starred review)

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


A well-stuffed compendium on the transformational era in the history of London that fed both Charles
Dickens' imagination and his well of outrage.... Flanders writes with bubbling enthusiasm about the old
markets, Covent Garden and Smithfield, with their accompanying din and smells, and the plethora of life we
only know through Dickens' eyes: the street vendors and artists, matchstick sellers, slum dwellers,
prostitutes, habitués of gin palaces and prisoners. A terrific companion while reading Boz himself. (Kirkus)

Flanders (The Invention of Murder) successfully recreates the feel of London at Dickens's peak as she delves
deep into the rhythms and architecture of particular neighborhoods.... Flanders's expertise shines when
exposing Dickens's embellishments, particularly when his character Fagin faces execution rather than the
less powerful but more realistic punishment of deportment. This well-researched sociological overview
provides highly detailed context for cultural touchstones, while shattering the popular yet inauthentic image
of a pristine Victorian age that never existed. (Publishers Weekly)

Outstanding. (Sunday Times (London))

The teeming, bustling, hand-to-mouth and often smelly facts of mid-19th century urban life have seldom
been more vividly presented than in this book. (Literary Review)

With infectious enthusiasm Judith Flanders dives into the sights, smells, sounds and grit of what was then the
largest city the world had ever known: London. (Sunday Telegraph (London))

Full of detail and colour about everyday life in Dickens's London, and leaves you with a sense not only of
how hard life was then, but how strange. Even if you've read Dickens and the contemporary historians of the
poor, there is still more to marvel at here. (Sebastian Faulks, Mail on Sunday Books of the Year (London))

A quite extraordinary book, which I read with much enjoyment: an intoxicating blend of London, life and
literature... I think it's Judith Flanders' best book yet, which is saying something. (Andrew Taylor)

Meticulous and gripping... Flanders says that Dickens appealed to contemporaries because he gave them a
voyage into the unknown: into parts of London they did not know and where they would not venture. She
does something similar for us. The strangeness remains, but the voyage is unforgettable. (Independent (UK))

Flanders captures the variety and colour of 19th-century London, stirring admiration and indignation by
turns. To lead us through the Victorian capital, through its hustle and sprawl, its dangers and entertainments,
you couldn't hope for a better guide. (New Statesman (UK))

Recreates the textures of everyday life with an anthropologist's understanding of human behaviour alongside
a storyteller's eye for character. (Daily Telegraph (UK))

About the Author
JUDITH FLANDERS is a New York Times bestselling author and one of the foremost social historians of the
Victorian era. Her book Inside the Victorian Home was shortlisted for the British Book Awards History
Book of the Year. Judith is a frequent contributor to the Daily Telegraph, Guardian, Spectator, and the Times
Literary Supplement. She lives in London.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Sylvester Wedding:

Within other case, little people like to read book The Victorian City: Everyday Life in Dickens' London. You
can choose the best book if you love reading a book. Providing we know about how is important some sort of
book The Victorian City: Everyday Life in Dickens' London. You can add knowledge and of course you can
around the world by a book. Absolutely right, since from book you can realize everything! From your
country till foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you may know
that. In this era, you can open a book or maybe searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You should
use it when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's go through.

Leif Etter:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also become a life style. This reading routine give you lot
of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside the book
that will improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of guide
you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want truly feel happy
read one together with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The actual The Victorian City:
Everyday Life in Dickens' London is kind of guide which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Sophia Hardee:

The e-book with title The Victorian City: Everyday Life in Dickens' London contains a lot of information
that you can learn it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. This particular book exist new
knowledge the information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world at this point. That is
important to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you
within new era of the syndication. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read the item
anywhere you want.

Karen Huff:

You will get this The Victorian City: Everyday Life in Dickens' London by look at the bookstore or Mall.
Simply viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve issue if you get difficulties for your
knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only by written or printed but also can you enjoy this book
simply by e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking from your mobile phone and searching
what their problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more information about your book. It is
most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose
suitable ways for you.
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