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One of BuzzFeed's 24 Best Fiction Books of 2015

"As Simon, a lonely research librarian, searches frantically for the key to a curse
that might be killing the women in his family, he learns strange and fascinating
secrets about their past. A tale full of magic and family mystery, The Book of
Speculation will keep you up all night reading."?Isaac Fitzgerald, BuzzFeed

Simon Watson, a young librarian, lives alone in a house that is slowly crumbling
toward the Long Island Sound. His parents are long dead. His mother, a circus
mermaid who made her living by holding her breath, drowned in the very water
his house overlooks. His younger sister, Enola, ran off six years ago and now
reads tarot cards for a traveling carnival.

One June day, an old book arrives on Simon's doorstep, sent by an antiquarian
bookseller who purchased it on speculation. Fragile and water damaged, the book
is a log from the owner of a traveling carnival in the 1700s, who reports strange
and magical things, including the drowning death of a circus mermaid. Since
then, generations of "mermaids" in Simon's family have drowned--always on
July 24, which is only weeks away.

As his friend Alice looks on with alarm, Simon becomes increasingly worried
about his sister. Could there be a curse on Simon's family? What does it have to
do with the book, and can he get to the heart of the mystery in time to save
Enola?

In the tradition of Sara Gruen's Water for Elephants, Erin Morgenstern's The
Night Circus, and Elizabeth Kostova's The Historian, The Book of Speculation--
with two-color illustrations by the author--is Erika Swyler's moving debut novel
about the power of books, family, and magic.
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From reader reviews:

Ruth Brown:

In other case, little individuals like to read book The Book of Speculation: A Novel. You can choose the best
book if you like reading a book. Given that we know about how is important any book The Book of
Speculation: A Novel. You can add information and of course you can around the world by way of a book.
Absolutely right, since from book you can recognize everything! From your country right up until foreign or
abroad you will end up known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we
can open a book or searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel
uninterested to go to the library. Let's study.

Nelson Berg:

This The Book of Speculation: A Novel are reliable for you who want to be described as a successful person,
why. The main reason of this The Book of Speculation: A Novel can be one of several great books you must
have will be giving you more than just simple studying food but feed a person with information that possibly
will shock your previous knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and
whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed people. Beside that this The Book of Speculation: A
Novel giving you an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical
thinking that could it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Farah McCune:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading book
and so. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new info.
When you read a publication you will get new information because book is one of numerous ways to share
the information or perhaps their idea. Second, studying a book will make an individual more imaginative.
When you reading a book especially fictional book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the
figures do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to others. When you read this The Book
of Speculation: A Novel, it is possible to tells your family, friends in addition to soon about yours reserve.
Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a reserve.

Virginia Hughes:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Try and
pick one book that you never know the inside because don't evaluate book by its handle may doesn't work
the following is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the



outside appear likes. Maybe you answer could be The Book of Speculation: A Novel why because the
excellent cover that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or
content is fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly show you to pick up
this book.
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