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As he prepared to wage his war of annihilation on the Eastern Front, Adolf Hitler
repeatedly drew parallels between the Nazi quest for Lebensraum, or living
space, in Eastern Europe and the United States’s westward expansion under the
banner of Manifest Destiny. The peoples of Eastern Europe were, he said, his
“redskins,” and for his colonial fantasy of a “German East” he claimed a
historical precedent in the United States’s displacement and killing of the native
population. Edward B. Westermann examines the validity, and value, of this
claim in Hitler's Ostkrieg and the Indian Wars.

The book takes an empirical approach that highlights areas of similarity and
continuity, but also explores key distinctions and differences between these two
national projects. The westward march of American empire and the Nazi
conquest of the East offer clear parallels, not least that both cases fused a sense of
national purpose with racial stereotypes that aided in the exclusion,
expropriation, and killing of peoples. Westermann evaluates the philosophies of
Manifest Destiny and Lebensraum that justified both conquests, the national and
administrative policies that framed Nazi and U.S. governmental involvement in
these efforts, the military strategies that supported each nation’s political goals,
and the role of massacre and atrocity in both processes. Important differences
emerge: a goal of annihilation versus one of assimilation and acculturation; a
planned military campaign versus a confused strategy of pacification and
punishment; large-scale atrocity as routine versus massacre as exception.

Comparative history at its best, Westermann’s assessment of these two national
projects provides crucial insights into not only their rhetoric and pronouncements
but also the application of policy and ideology “on the ground.” His sophisticated
and nuanced revelations of the similarities and dissimilarities between these two
cases will inform further study of genocide, as well as our understanding of the
Nazi conquest of the East and the American conquest of the West.
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As he prepared to wage his war of annihilation on the Eastern Front, Adolf Hitler repeatedly drew parallels
between the Nazi quest for Lebensraum, or living space, in Eastern Europe and the United States’s westward
expansion under the banner of Manifest Destiny. The peoples of Eastern Europe were, he said, his
“redskins,” and for his colonial fantasy of a “German East” he claimed a historical precedent in the United
States’s displacement and killing of the native population. Edward B. Westermann examines the validity, and
value, of this claim in Hitler's Ostkrieg and the Indian Wars.

The book takes an empirical approach that highlights areas of similarity and continuity, but also explores key
distinctions and differences between these two national projects. The westward march of American empire
and the Nazi conquest of the East offer clear parallels, not least that both cases fused a sense of national
purpose with racial stereotypes that aided in the exclusion, expropriation, and killing of peoples. Westermann
evaluates the philosophies of Manifest Destiny and Lebensraum that justified both conquests, the national
and administrative policies that framed Nazi and U.S. governmental involvement in these efforts, the military
strategies that supported each nation’s political goals, and the role of massacre and atrocity in both processes.
Important differences emerge: a goal of annihilation versus one of assimilation and acculturation; a planned
military campaign versus a confused strategy of pacification and punishment; large-scale atrocity as routine
versus massacre as exception.

Comparative history at its best, Westermann’s assessment of these two national projects provides crucial
insights into not only their rhetoric and pronouncements but also the application of policy and ideology “on
the ground.” His sophisticated and nuanced revelations of the similarities and dissimilarities between these
two cases will inform further study of genocide, as well as our understanding of the Nazi conquest of the
East and the American conquest of the West.
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Editorial Review

Review

“This thoughtful, provocative book compares the Nazi occupation of Eastern Europe with the United States’s
conquest of the American West. Its insights and conclusions are sure to stimulate new debates among a
broad array of scholars.”Robert Wooster, author of The American Military Frontiers: The United States
Army in the West, 1783–1900

About the Author

Edward B. Westermann is Professor of History at Texas A&M University–San Antonio. He is the author
of Hitler’s Police Battalions: Enforcing Racial War in the East.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

William Fiscus:

This Hitler's Ostkrieg and the Indian Wars: Comparing Genocide and Conquest (Campaigns and
Commanders Series) book is not really ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The
benefit you receive by reading this book is usually information inside this publication incredible fresh, you
will get facts which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information you will get. This particular Hitler's
Ostkrieg and the Indian Wars: Comparing Genocide and Conquest (Campaigns and Commanders Series)
without we realize teach the one who reading through it become critical in considering and analyzing. Don't
become worry Hitler's Ostkrieg and the Indian Wars: Comparing Genocide and Conquest (Campaigns and
Commanders Series) can bring when you are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves' grow to be full
because you can have it within your lovely laptop even cellphone. This Hitler's Ostkrieg and the Indian
Wars: Comparing Genocide and Conquest (Campaigns and Commanders Series) having good arrangement
in word and layout, so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Linda Young:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their spare time with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, planning to
beach, or picnic inside the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Would you like
to something different to fill your own free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book might be option
to fill your no cost time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of book that you should
read. If you want to attempt look for book, may be the e-book untitled Hitler's Ostkrieg and the Indian Wars:
Comparing Genocide and Conquest (Campaigns and Commanders Series) can be excellent book to read.
May be it is usually best activity to you.



Josephine Mares:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind proficiency
or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book compared to can
satisfy your short time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find book that need more
time to be learn. Hitler's Ostkrieg and the Indian Wars: Comparing Genocide and Conquest (Campaigns and
Commanders Series) can be your answer because it can be read by you actually who have those short time
problems.

Charles Steen:

Some individuals said that they feel bored when they reading a book. They are directly felt that when they
get a half parts of the book. You can choose typically the book Hitler's Ostkrieg and the Indian Wars:
Comparing Genocide and Conquest (Campaigns and Commanders Series) to make your current reading is
interesting. Your own skill of reading talent is developing when you like reading. Try to choose basic book
to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the idea about book and examining especially. It is to be first
opinion for you to like to start a book and study it. Beside that the publication Hitler's Ostkrieg and the
Indian Wars: Comparing Genocide and Conquest (Campaigns and Commanders Series) can to be your brand
new friend when you're really feel alone and confuse using what must you're doing of their time.
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