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Wide-ranging, interdisciplinary look at the emergence and persistence of the
concept of American exceptionalism in U.S. culture and history.

An incisive and wide-ranging look at a powerful force and myth in American
culture and history, American Exceptionalisms reveals the centuries-old
persistence of the notion that the United States is an exceptional nation, in being
both an example to the world and exempt from the rules of international law.
Scholars from North America and Europe trace versions of the rhetoric of
exceptionalism through a multitude of historical, cultural, and political
phenomena, from John Winthrop’s vision of the “city upon a hill” and the Salem
witch trials in the seventeenth century to The Blair Witch Project and Oprah
Winfrey’s “Child Predator Watch List” in the twenty-first century. The first set
of essays focus on constitutive historical moments in the development of the
myth, from early exploration narratives through political debates in the early
republic to twentieth-century immigration debates. The latter essays address the
role of exceptionalism in the “war on terror” and such cornerstones of modern
popular culture as the horror stories of H. P. Lovecraft, the songs of Steve Earle,
and The Oprah Winfrey Show.

“…quality essays that reflect the new willingness to challenge exceptionalist
dogma.” — Journal of American History
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Editorial Review

Review
quality essays that reflect the new willingness to challenge exceptionalist dogma. Journal of American
History"

..".quality essays that reflect the new willingness to challenge exceptionalist dogma." -- Journal of American
History

About the Author

Sylvia Soderlind is Associate Professor of English at Queen's University in Canada. She is the author of
Margin/Alias: Language and Colonization in Canadian and Quebecois Fiction.

James Taylor Carson is Professor of History and Associate Dean in the Faculty of Arts and Science at
Queen's University in Canada. He is the author of Making an Atlantic World: Circles, Paths, and Stories
from the Colonial South and Searching for the Bright Path: The Mississippi Choctaws from Prehistory to
Removal.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Eleanor Hayes:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important
thing for us to learn everything in the world. Each book has different aim or maybe goal; it means that
reserve has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They are
really reading whatever they acquire because their hobby will be reading a book. What about the person who
don't like reading through a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book if they found difficult problem
or perhaps exercise. Well, probably you should have this American Exceptionalisms: From Winthrop to
Winfrey.

Beatrice Flanagan:

Here thing why that American Exceptionalisms: From Winthrop to Winfrey are different and reliable to be
yours. First of all examining a book is good but it depends in the content of computer which is the content is
as delightful as food or not. American Exceptionalisms: From Winthrop to Winfrey giving you information
deeper and in different ways, you can find any e-book out there but there is no e-book that similar with
American Exceptionalisms: From Winthrop to Winfrey. It gives you thrill reading through journey, its open
up your eyes about the thing this happened in the world which is possibly can be happened around you. You
can bring everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your approach home by train. For anyone who
is having difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the form of American Exceptionalisms: From
Winthrop to Winfrey in e-book can be your option.



Katie Duffy:

This book untitled American Exceptionalisms: From Winthrop to Winfrey to be one of several books which
best seller in this year, that's because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit upon it. You will
easily to buy this specific book in the book retail store or you can order it through online. The publisher with
this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, because you can read this book in your
Cell phone. So there is no reason to you to past this book from your list.

Susan Arnold:

In this era which is the greater individual or who has ability to do something more are more special than
other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you are related is just
spending your time little but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. Among the books in the top list in
your reading list is usually American Exceptionalisms: From Winthrop to Winfrey. This book and that is
qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in turning out to be precious person. By looking up and
review this e-book you can get many advantages.
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