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This unique study of the cult of the Virgin Mary offers a way of thinking about
the interrelations of Catholicism and ideas of ideal femininity over the longue
duree. An ambitious history of the changing symbolism of the Mother of God,
Alone of All Her Sex holds up to the light different emphases occurring at
different times, and highlights that the apparent archetype of a magna mater is
constantly in play with social and historical conditions and values.
Marina Warner's interesting perspective was forged in the aftermath of
significant postwar developments in history, anthropology, and feminism and the
book inspired fierce debates when it was first published in 1976. Alone of All
Her Sex is also an emotive, personal statement, arising from Warner's own
upbringing as a Catholic. It picks up on classic accounts such as Mary
MacCarthy's Memoirs of a Catholic Girlhood and Antonia White's Frost in May,
as well as the author's own experiences at a Catholic boarding school. Highly
controversial in conservative quarters, the book's arguments were welcomed and
recognised by many readers who shared Warner's experiences. In this new
edition, Marina Warner has written a new preface which reviews the book in the
light of the current
debate about secularism, faith, nations, and social identities. She takes issue with
her original mistaken conclusion that the modern age would see the cult of Mary
fade away and revises it in the light of recent popes' enthusiasm for the Mother of
God, a fresh wave of visions and revelations, a new generation of female
saints, and the reorientation of theological approaches to the woman question.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Marina Warneris Professor of English and Creative Writing at Birkbeck College, University of London and a
Fellow of All Souls College, Oxford, and a Fellow of the British Academy. Her most recent book, Stranger
Magic: Charmed States and the Arabian Nights, won the 2012 National Book Critics Circle Award for
Criticism, as well as the 2013 Sheikh Zayed Book Award.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Hilary Williams:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be up-date about what going on or data even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era that is always change and advance. Some of you
maybe will certainly update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for yourself but the
problems coming to a person is you don't know what one you should start with. This Alone of All Her Sex:
The Myth and the Cult of the Virgin Mary is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why,
because book serves what you want and want in this era.

Roger Sowa:

The reason? Because this Alone of All Her Sex: The Myth and the Cult of the Virgin Mary is an unordinary
book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap this but latter it will zap you with the secret that
inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who have write the book in such wonderful way
makes the content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the meaning fully.
So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This book
will give you a lot of advantages than the other book get such as help improving your ability and your critical
thinking technique. So , still want to delay having that book? If I were you I will go to the book store
hurriedly.

Goldie Oleary:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside having friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by reading through a
book. Ugh, do you think reading a book really can hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It
all right you can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Alone of All Her
Sex: The Myth and the Cult of the Virgin Mary which is having the e-book version. So , try out this book?
Let's see.



Daryl Steele:

A lot of reserve has printed but it is unique. You can get it by world wide web on social media. You can
choose the most effective book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It
is called of book Alone of All Her Sex: The Myth and the Cult of the Virgin Mary. You'll be able to your
knowledge by it. Without causing the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make anyone happier to
read. It is most important that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one destination to other
place.
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