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In the 14th century, the heir apparent to the throne of the central Thai kingdom
completed the first truly literary work of a Thai author. Phya Lithai entitled his
work Sermon on the Three Worlds but it later became known as Three Worlds of
King Ruang. It is the culmination of a long history of visionary and cosmological
literature within the Theravada tradition, representing in a vivid and concise
form, the religious universe within which Thai Buddhists have traditionally lived.
In particular, the description of death and the fates which await beings who die in
the thirty-one realms of the Three Worlds portray the process of dying and depict
the relative absence of suffering and pollution at high levels of attainment.

Because of the prestige of its author, its claim to orthodox authority and its strong
popular appeal, this text exerted a powerful influence on the religious
consciousness of the Thai, on their literary and artistic development and on their
social and ethical attitudes. Despite harsh criticisms to which the texts have been
subjected by a number of Buddhist modernists in the nineteenth and twentieth
centuries, this influence has persisted to the present day. Thus, not only from a
buddhological point of view, but also from a historical or anthropological
perspective, it is no exaggeration to say that the Three Worlds of King Ruang is
the most important and fascinating text that has been composed in the Thai
language.

Translation with Introduction and Notes by Frank E. Reynolds and Mani B.
Reynolds.
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In the 14th century, the heir apparent to the throne of the central Thai kingdom completed the first truly
literary work of a Thai author. Phya Lithai entitled his work Sermon on the Three Worlds but it later became
known as Three Worlds of King Ruang. It is the culmination of a long history of visionary and cosmological
literature within the Theravada tradition, representing in a vivid and concise form, the religious universe
within which Thai Buddhists have traditionally lived. In particular, the description of death and the fates
which await beings who die in the thirty-one realms of the Three Worlds portray the process of dying and
depict the relative absence of suffering and pollution at high levels of attainment.

Because of the prestige of its author, its claim to orthodox authority and its strong popular appeal, this text
exerted a powerful influence on the religious consciousness of the Thai, on their literary and artistic
development and on their social and ethical attitudes. Despite harsh criticisms to which the texts have been
subjected by a number of Buddhist modernists in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries, this influence has
persisted to the present day. Thus, not only from a buddhological point of view, but also from a historical or
anthropological perspective, it is no exaggeration to say that the Three Worlds of King Ruang is the most
important and fascinating text that has been composed in the Thai language.

Translation with Introduction and Notes by Frank E. Reynolds and Mani B. Reynolds.
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Editorial Review

Language Notes
Text: English (translation)

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Gregory Mendoza:

What do you consider book? It is just for students because they're still students or the idea for all people in
the world, what best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has
several personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't
would like do that. You must know how great and important the book Three Worlds According to King
Ruang: A Thai Buddhist Cosmology (Berkeley Buddhist Studies Series 4). All type of book could you see on
many solutions. You can look for the internet resources or other social media.

Renee Chagnon:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind
skill or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book than can
satisfy your short space of time to read it because all of this time you only find reserve that need more time
to be examine. Three Worlds According to King Ruang: A Thai Buddhist Cosmology (Berkeley Buddhist
Studies Series 4) can be your answer as it can be read by a person who have those short spare time problems.

Ollie Waymire:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make anyone
to understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information easier to share.
You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and soon.
You can view that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The actual book that recommended
for you is Three Worlds According to King Ruang: A Thai Buddhist Cosmology (Berkeley Buddhist Studies
Series 4) this book consist a lot of the information in the condition of this world now. This particular book
was represented how do the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer require to explain it is
easy to understand. The particular writer made some analysis when he makes this book. This is why this
book acceptable all of you.

Jared Carter:

That publication can make you to feel relax. That book Three Worlds According to King Ruang: A Thai



Buddhist Cosmology (Berkeley Buddhist Studies Series 4) was vibrant and of course has pictures on there.
As we know that book Three Worlds According to King Ruang: A Thai Buddhist Cosmology (Berkeley
Buddhist Studies Series 4) has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or
Investigator Conan you can read and believe that you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book
are usually make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book
for you and try to like reading that.
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