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From Pulitzer Prize–winning American historian Joseph J. Ellis, the unexpected
story of why the thirteen colonies, having just fought off the imposition of a
distant centralized governing power, would decide to subordinate themselves
anew.

We all know the famous opening phrase of Lincoln’s Gettysburg Address: “Four
score and seven years ago our fathers brought forth on this Continent a new
Nation.” The truth is different. In 1776, thirteen American colonies declared
themselves independent states that only temporarily joined forces in order to
defeat the British. Once victorious, they planned to go their separate ways. The
triumph of the American Revolution was neither an ideological nor a political
guarantee that the colonies would relinquish their independence and accept the
creation of a federal government with power over their autonomy as states.

The Quartet is the story of this second American founding and of the men most
responsible—George Washington, Alexander Hamilton, John Jay, and James
Madison. These men, with the help of Robert Morris and Gouverneur Morris,
shaped the contours of American history by diagnosing the systemic dysfunctions
created by the Articles of Confederation, manipulating the political process to
force the calling of the Constitutional Convention, conspiring to set the agenda in
Philadelphia, orchestrating the debate in the state ratifying conventions, and,
finally, drafting the Bill of Rights to assure state compliance with the
constitutional settlement.

Ellis has given us a gripping and dramatic portrait of one of the most crucial and
misconstrued periods in American history: the years between the end of the
Revolution and the formation of the federal government. The Quartet unmasks a
myth, and in its place presents an even more compelling truth—one that lies at
the heart of understanding the creation of the United States of America.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Elaine Bell:

You could spend your free time to learn this book this publication. This The Quartet: Orchestrating the
Second American Revolution, 1783-1789 is simple to deliver you can read it in the area, in the beach, train
and soon. If you did not have much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is
make you easier to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Irene Justice:

Many people spending their time by playing outside having friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by studying a book.
Ugh, do you consider reading a book will surely hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It
okay you can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like The Quartet:
Orchestrating the Second American Revolution, 1783-1789 which is finding the e-book version. So , try out
this book? Let's observe.

Travis McDonald:

You will get this The Quartet: Orchestrating the Second American Revolution, 1783-1789 by go to the
bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties
for the knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only simply by written or printed but also can you
enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking of your mobile phone
and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information about your reserve.
It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose
proper ways for you.

Sergio Hawkinson:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This particular book The Quartet: Orchestrating the Second American
Revolution, 1783-1789 was bright colored and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book
The Quartet: Orchestrating the Second American Revolution, 1783-1789 has many kinds or genre. Start from
kids until teens. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and feel that you are the
character on there. Therefore , not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun
and loosen up. Try to choose the best book in your case and try to like reading this.
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