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By combining an original thesis and a representative body of ethnographic data,
this ambitious work seeks to describe and explain the growth in complexity of
human societies. Its emphasis is on the causes, mechanisms, and patterns of
cultural evolution, which the authors explain in terms of a coherent theory of
political economy?defined as the mobilization and exchange of goods and
services between families. The authors show that the interconnected processes of
technological change and population growth are the motor of social change,
resulting in three related processes?intensification, integration, and
stratification?that transform human societies over time. The validity of their
theory rests on evidence drawn from 19 case studies that range widely over time
and space. For this new edition, the authors have thoroughly rewritten the
theoretical argument for greater clarity, updated the case materials to incorporate
new research, and added a new chapter that applies their theoretical perspective
to the problems of change since the industrial revolution and the globalization of
trade and political influence. Reviews of the First Edition "In a book full of
perceptive observations and persuasive arguments . . . Johnson and Earle show in
masterly detail how societies articulate to their environments and . . . how they
evolve." ?Ethnohistory "A major contribution. . . . The book is a marvelous
synthesis of ethnographic and historical data." ?American Journal of Sociology
"A large amount of research and thought has produced sensible and illuminating
specific analyses of the mechanisms of evolutionary change. Another plus is that
the writing is clear and the argument is neatly conceived." ?American
Anthropologist
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By combining an original thesis and a representative body of ethnographic data, this ambitious work seeks to
describe and explain the growth in complexity of human societies. Its emphasis is on the causes,
mechanisms, and patterns of cultural evolution, which the authors explain in terms of a coherent theory of
political economy?defined as the mobilization and exchange of goods and services between families. The
authors show that the interconnected processes of technological change and population growth are the motor
of social change, resulting in three related processes?intensification, integration, and stratification?that
transform human societies over time. The validity of their theory rests on evidence drawn from 19 case
studies that range widely over time and space. For this new edition, the authors have thoroughly rewritten the
theoretical argument for greater clarity, updated the case materials to incorporate new research, and added a
new chapter that applies their theoretical perspective to the problems of change since the industrial
revolution and the globalization of trade and political influence. Reviews of the First Edition "In a book full
of perceptive observations and persuasive arguments . . . Johnson and Earle show in masterly detail how
societies articulate to their environments and . . . how they evolve." ?Ethnohistory "A major contribution. . . .
The book is a marvelous synthesis of ethnographic and historical data." ?American Journal of Sociology "A
large amount of research and thought has produced sensible and illuminating specific analyses of the
mechanisms of evolutionary change. Another plus is that the writing is clear and the argument is neatly
conceived." ?American Anthropologist
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Editorial Review

Review
"Johnson and Earle show in masterly detail how societies articulate to their environments and . . . how they
evolve." (Ethnohistory)

From the Inside Flap

By combining an original thesis and a representative body of ethnographic data, this ambitious work seeks to
describe and explain the growth in complexity of human societies.
Its emphasis is on the causes, mechanisms, and patterns of cultural evolution, which the authors explain in
terms of a coherent theory of political economy—defined as the mobilization and exchange of goods and
services between families. The authors show that the interconnected processes of technological change and
population growth are the motor of social change, resulting in three related processes—intensification,
integration, and stratification—that transform human societies over time. The validity of their theory rests on
evidence drawn from 19 case studies that range widely over time and space.
For this new edition, the authors have thoroughly rewritten the theoretical argument for greater clarity,
updated the case materials to incorporate new research, and added a new chapter that applies their theoretical
perspective to the problems of change since the industrial revolution and the globalization of trade and
political influence.
Reviews of the First Edition
“In a book full of perceptive observations and persuasive arguments . . . Johnson and Earle show in masterly
detail how societies articulate to their environments and . . . how they evolve.”
—Ethnohistory
“A major contribution. . . . The book is a marvelous synthesis of ethnographic and historical data.”
—American Journal of Sociology
“A large amount of research and thought has produced sensible and illuminating specific analyses of the
mechanisms of evolutionary change. Another plus is that the writing is clear and the argument is neatly
conceived.”
—American Anthropologist

From the Back Cover

“Johnson and Earle show in masterly detail how societies articulate to their environments and . . . how they
evolve.”—Ethnohistory

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Yadira Singh:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a book. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you
can add your knowledge by the book entitled The Evolution of Human Societies: From Foraging Group to
Agrarian State, Second Edition. Try to the actual book The Evolution of Human Societies: From Foraging
Group to Agrarian State, Second Edition as your buddy. It means that it can to get your friend when you



really feel alone and beside associated with course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned
for you. The book makes you considerably more confidence because you can know anything by the book. So
, let me make new experience and knowledge with this book.

William Medellin:

The actual book The Evolution of Human Societies: From Foraging Group to Agrarian State, Second Edition
has a lot info on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was
compiled by the very famous author. This articles author makes some research before write this book. This
particular book very easy to read you can obtain the point easily after reading this book.

Jonathan Ouzts:

This The Evolution of Human Societies: From Foraging Group to Agrarian State, Second Edition is great
guide for you because the content which is full of information for you who have always deal with world and
possess to make decision every minute. This particular book reveal it data accurately using great organize
word or we can say no rambling sentences in it. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole
data in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but challenging core information with
wonderful delivering sentences. Having The Evolution of Human Societies: From Foraging Group to
Agrarian State, Second Edition in your hand like keeping the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous
just one. We can say that no publication that offer you world within ten or fifteen minute right but this book
already do that. So , this is good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt this?

Harold Dalton:

Guide is one of source of expertise. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen will need book to know the update information of year to be able to year. As we know those
books have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the world.
With the book The Evolution of Human Societies: From Foraging Group to Agrarian State, Second Edition
we can have more advantage. Don't that you be creative people? To be creative person must prefer to read a
book. Only choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life by
this book The Evolution of Human Societies: From Foraging Group to Agrarian State, Second Edition. You
can more inviting than now.
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