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The surveillance of immigrants and potential terrorists preoccupies leaders
throughout the industrialized world. Yet these concerns are hardly new. Policing
Paris examines a critical moment in the history of immigration control and
political surveillance. Drawing on massive police archives and other materials,
Clifford Rosenberg shows how in the years after the Great War the French
police, terrified by the Bolshevik Revolution and the specter of immigrant
criminality, became the first major force anywhere systematically to enforce
distinctions of citizenship and national origins. As the French capital emerged as
a haven for refugees, dissidents, and workers from throughout Europe and across
the Mediterranean in the 1920s, police officers raided immigrant neighborhoods
to scare illegal aliens into registering with authorities and arrested those whose
papers were not in order. The police began to concentrate on colonial workers
from North Africa, tracking these workers with a special police brigade and
segregating them in their own hospital when they fell ill. Transformed by their
enforcement, legal categories that had existed for hundreds of years began to
matter as never before. They determined whether or not families could remain
together and whether people could keep their jobs or were forced to flee. During
World War II, identity controls marked out entire populations for physical
destruction. The treatment of foreigners during the Third Republic, Rosenberg
contends, shaped the subsequent treatment of Jews by Vichy. At the same time,
however, he argues that the new methods of identification pioneered between the
wars are more directly relevant to the present day. They created forms of
inclusion and inequality that remain pervasive, as industrial welfare states around
the world find themselves compelled to provide benefits to their own citizens and
recruit foreign nationals to satisfy their labor needs.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Drawing on important files in Parisian police records, Clifford Rosenberg argues that the elaboration of
record keeping about and control of immigrants in Paris in the interwar years was the first act in establishing
the French welfare state. Policing Paris integrates current discussions of the bad treatment of immigrants
from the colonial empire into a larger tradition of the reception of European foreign workers in France.
Rosenberg gives us a nuanced and sophisticated treatment of the how and when of French racism against
people from the colonies."?Herman Lebovics, State University of New York at Stony Brook, author of Mona
Lisa's Escort: André Malraux and the Reinvention of French Culture

"This is political, social, and institutional history at its very best. Clifford Rosenberg transforms what is
essentially a French story into a book that engages citizenship, the welfare state, immigration, and nationality
in a global context. How the category of immigrant came to be defined, the legal rights (and lack thereof)
that have attached to the particular status of foreigner, and the reasons for which immigrants have assimilated
or not into their new homes are once again immediately relevant in Europe and the United States."?Alice L.
Conklin, The Ohio State University

"After the First World War France replaced the United States as the leading destination for immigrants.
Working through voluminous police records designed to identify and control hundreds of thousands of
foreigners in Paris, Clifford Rosenberg reconstructs not only how a regime of intensive immigration
surveillance was assembled but also how this regime came to serve as a mechanism for defining distinctions
between citizen and foreigner, and between French and colonial. In Rosenberg's subtle and careful treatment,
the policing of foreigners in the interwar years becomes the crucible less for Vichy than for the determination
of identities in the modern welfare state."?Michael Miller, University of Miami

"Policing Paris displays an original and innovative way of approching immigration policy and French
colonial power and practice through local history. This important book was very well researched."?Patrick
Weil

From the Back Cover
"Drawing upon important files in Parisian police records, Clifford Rosenberg argues that the elaboration of
record-keeping about and control of immigrants in Paris in the interwar years was the first act in establishing
the French welfare state. Policing Paris integrates current discussions of the bad treatment of immigrants
from the colonial empire into a larger tradition of the reception of European foreign workers in France.
Rosenberg gives us a nuanced and sophisticated treatment of the how and when of French racism against
people from the colonies."—Herman Lebovics, State University of New York at Stony Brook, author of
Mona Lisa's Escort: André Malraux and the Reinvention of French Culture

"This is political, social, and institutional history at its very best. Clifford Rosenberg transforms what is
essentially a French story into a book that engages citizenship, the welfare state, immigration, and nationality
in a global context. How the category of immigrant came to be defined, the legal rights (and lack thereof)
that have attached to the particular status of foreigner, and the reasons for which immigrants have assimilated
or not into their new homes are once again immediately relevant in Europe and the United States."—Alice L.
Conklin, The Ohio State University
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Clifford Rosenberg is Associate Professor of History, The City College of New York, CUNY.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Maurice Henkel:

The book Policing Paris: The Origins of Modern Immigration Control between the Wars give you a sense of
feeling enjoy for your spare time. You may use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can being
your best friend when you getting tension or having big problem with the subject. If you can make looking at
a book Policing Paris: The Origins of Modern Immigration Control between the Wars being your habit, you
can get more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. You
are able to know everything if you like wide open and read a e-book Policing Paris: The Origins of Modern
Immigration Control between the Wars. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science reserve or
encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Betty Dansby:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive right now, people have
do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and notice
simply by surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated this for a while is
reading. Yep, by reading a e-book your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stay than other is
high. To suit your needs who want to start reading a book, we give you this kind of Policing Paris: The
Origins of Modern Immigration Control between the Wars book as basic and daily reading guide. Why,
because this book is more than just a book.

Lauren Robinson:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always try to and must have the free time or they will get wide
range of stress from both day to day life and work. So , when we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely yes. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity are there
when the spare time coming to you of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then do you try this
one, reading publications. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the actual book you have
read is actually Policing Paris: The Origins of Modern Immigration Control between the Wars.

Sam Dickson:

A lot of book has printed but it is different. You can get it by net on social media. You can choose the most
effective book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is called of
book Policing Paris: The Origins of Modern Immigration Control between the Wars. You can contribute
your knowledge by it. Without departing the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make a person
happier to read. It is most crucial that, you must aware about book. It can bring you from one destination to
other place.
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