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In American Motors Corporation: The Rise and Fall of America's Last
Independent Automaker, author Patrick Foster provides the ultimate inside look
into an American corporation that rose from the death throes of a once-thriving
independent auto industry, putting up a valiant fight for nearly half a century
before succumbing to the inexorable will of the corporate machine. Born from
the ashes of Hudson and Nash, AMC represented a last, desperate attempt at
survival for an independent automobile company. Thanks to the steady, capable
leadership of George Romney, the company not only survived, but thrived, riding
on the success of the firm's small, economical cars like the Rambler. When
competition arose from Ford, Plymouth, and Chevrolet and the market began to
shift toward performance and luxury cars, AMC found itself poorly prepared to
compete with its bigger rivals. With the fuel crisis of the 1970s, the small cars
from AMC once again refilled corporate coffers, and the firm's purchase of the
Jeep brand also generated profits--but ultimately, it was too little, too late. Even a
partnership with French automaker Renault and the introduction of all-wheel-
drive cars couldn't save AMC. In 1987, Chrysler Corporation purchased AMC
and the story of the last independent automaker came to an end. This engaging
book, from one of America's best-known automotive writers, tells the entire
AMC story from its inception to its ultimate demise.
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succumbing to the inexorable will of the corporate machine. Born from the ashes of Hudson and Nash, AMC
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Editorial Review

Review

"American Motors Corporation makes good use of its coffee-table format, relating AMC's high and low
points with a good balance of photos and textâ?¿ this casually enjoyable book should satisfy all..." -
AutoWeek

"Foster may well be the world's premier raconteur when it comes to telling and retelling the ultimately sad
story of AMC. The bigger-than-life treatment of that saga as presented here is an impressive piece of
publishing." â?? Hemmings Muscle Machines (137,000 circulation)

"Here's a book that all admirers of AMC and independent automakers alike will want to read and then
display in a visible spot in their library. Penned by Hemmings Classic Car's Pat Foster, it details the entire
existence of AMC, from its formation back in 1954 to its demise in 1987. Within the 208 pages of this
hardcover tome resides all the insightful information about AMC that you will want to know. Starting with
the merger of Hudson and Nash, then the huge success of the Rambler, all the men responsible for the
company's cars, their designs, and AMC's successes and failures are outlined in a clear, concise, easy-to-read
manner that will prevent you from putting the book down until you finish reading it. Yes, it's that
informative, and entertaining. The book's pleasing layout and design make it a treat for the eyes. We
especially appreciate the inclusion of many proposed styling and design illustrations that show what could
have been, underlining AMC's major role in the American auto industry. It's a must-read." - Hemming's
Classic Car

From the Inside Flap

In American Motors Corporation: The Rise and Fall of America’s Last Independent Automaker, author
Patrick Foster tells the complete story of the last of a breed: the independent automobile manufacturer.
Created by combining the remnants of Hudson and Nash, AMC fought the good fight for nearly half a
century. Thanks to the steady, capable leadership of George Romney, the company not only survived, but
also thrived in the early 1960s, riding the crest of the wave of popularity of the firm’s small, economical
cars, such as the Rambler. For a while AMC had the small-car market virtually locked up, but then
competition arose from Ford, Plymouth, and Chevrolet. When the market began to shift toward performance
cars and large, luxurious automobiles later in the decade, AMC found itself poorly prepared to compete with
its bigger rivals. When the fuel crisis hit in the 1970s, the small cars from AMC once again refilled corporate
coffers. The firm’s purchase of the Jeep brand also generated profits, but ultimately it was too little, too late.
Even a partnership with French automaker Renault and the introduction of forward-thinking all-wheel-drive
cars couldn’t save AMC. In 1987, Chrysler Corporation purchased AMC and the story of the last
independent came to an end. American Motors Corporation: The Rise and Fall of America’s Last
Independent Automaker provides a look inside the fascinating history of an American icon.



From the Back Cover

American Motors Corporation: The Rise and Fall of America’s Last Independent Automaker provides the
ultimate inside look into an American corporation that rose from the death throes of a once-thriving
independent auto industry and put up a valiant fight for nearly half a century before succumbing to the
inexorable will of the corporate machine. Born from the ashes of Hudson and Nash, AMC represented one
last, desperate attempt at survival for an independent automobile company.This engaging book tells the
entire AMC story, from its initial inception until its ultimate demise. From the original Nash and Hudsons
through the Ramblers, AMXs, Rebel Machines, SCRamblers, Gremlins, Pacers, and Eagles that followed,
this book covers them all. Lavishly illustrated from never-before-seen archival historical photos, American
Motors Corporation: The Rise and Fall of America’s Last Independent Automaker, is the ultimate
celebration of this iconic American company.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Mike Munguia:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material if you want something to
explain what the one you have problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy man or woman? If you
don't have spare time to complete others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you
have extra time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They must answer that
question because just their can do in which. It said that about book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is
suitable. Because start from on kindergarten until university need this specific American Motors
Corporation: The Rise and Fall of America's Last Independent Automaker to read.

Robert Johnson:

The publication untitled American Motors Corporation: The Rise and Fall of America's Last Independent
Automaker is the guide that recommended to you to learn. You can see the quality of the book content that
will be shown to you actually. The language that article author use to explained their ideas are easily to
understand. The article writer was did a lot of investigation when write the book, so the information that they
share for your requirements is absolutely accurate. You also could possibly get the e-book of American
Motors Corporation: The Rise and Fall of America's Last Independent Automaker from the publisher to
make you considerably more enjoy free time.

Dave Edwards:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this American Motors Corporation: The Rise and
Fall of America's Last Independent Automaker reserve written by well-known writer who really knows well
how to make book which can be understand by anyone who read the book. Written with good manner for
you, still dripping wet every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still
uncertainty American Motors Corporation: The Rise and Fall of America's Last Independent Automaker as
good book not just by the cover but also by the content. This is one guide that can break don't determine
book by its cover, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your studying
sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.



John Thornton:

The book untitled American Motors Corporation: The Rise and Fall of America's Last Independent
Automaker contain a lot of information on the idea. The writer explains the woman idea with easy means.
The language is very straightforward all the people, so do not really worry, you can easy to read that. The
book was published by famous author. The author brings you in the new era of literary works. You can easily
read this book because you can please read on your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book inside
anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can open up their official web-site along with
order it. Have a nice study.
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