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A comprehensive survey of how religions understand death, dying, and the
afterlife, drawing on examples from Christian, Jewish, Hindu, Buddhist, and
Shamanic perspectives. 

Considers shared and differing views of death across the world’s major●

religions, including on the nature of death itself, the reasons for it, the identity
of those who die, religious rituals, and on how the living should respond to
death
Places emphasis on the varying concepts of the ‘self’ or soul●

Uses a thematic structure to facilitate a broader comparative understanding●

Written in an accessible style to appeal to an undergraduate audience, it fills●

major gap in current textbook literature
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Editorial Review

Review

“Summing Up: Recommended.  Lower-level undergraduates through professionals/practitioners; general
readers.”  (Choice, 1 October 2014)

Review

“From Primal to Doaist traditions, this book brings breadth and depth to major religious traditions on death
and destiny. In-depth historical material and selected interviews with religious devotees brings theories to
life.  An easy yet informative style will speak to students very directly.”—Douglas Davies, Durham
University

“What makes this book especially valuable for readers are the conversations that end each chapter. These
conversations that the author has with adherents of the various religious traditions that she describes gives us
a more complete picture of how each tradition understands death and life. This book is a welcome addition to
the literature on death and dying.”—Amir Hussain, Loyola Marymount University and Editor of the
Journal of the American Academy of Religion

 

From the Back Cover

Death and dying are emotive subjects, and ones which are central to the traditions and lived realities of many
of the world’s religions today. This illuminating book examines how different religions understand death,
dying, and the afterlife, drawing on examples from Christianity, Judaism, Hinduism, Buddhism, and
Shamanism. 

Encountering death almost always prompts a host of questions: What happened, and why? What do we do
now? Beginning with an exploration of these shared reactions, the book traces the answers developed by the
world’s major religions, exploring their views on the nature of death itself, the reasons for it, identities of
those who die, religious rituals, and their differing perspectives on how the living should respond to death.
The way in which different religions interpret the characteristics of the ‘person’ who lives and the ‘person’
who dies forms the central theme and primary organizing principle for the book. This emphasis on varying
concepts of the ‘self’ or soul enables students to gain a broader, comparative understanding of the subject.

“From primal to Daoist traditions, this book brings breadth and depth to major religious
traditions on death and destiny. In-depth historical material and selected interviews
with religious devotees bring theories to life. An easy yet informative style will speak
to students very directly.”
Douglas Davies, Durham University

“What makes this book especially valuable for readers are the conversations that end



each chapter. These conversations that the author has with adherents of the various
religious traditions that she describes give us a more complete picture of how each
tradition understands death and life. This book is a welcome addition to the literature
on death and dying.”
Amir Hussain, Loyola Marymount University and Editor of the Journal of the American Academy of
Religion

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Edward Christensen:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like looking
for your favorite book and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add your
knowledge by the e-book entitled Understanding Death: An Introduction to Ideas of Self and the Afterlife in
World Religions. Try to the actual book Understanding Death: An Introduction to Ideas of Self and the
Afterlife in World Religions as your buddy. It means that it can for being your friend when you feel alone
and beside regarding course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs.
The book makes you far more confidence because you can know every thing by the book. So , let's make
new experience and knowledge with this book.

Laura Thompson:

As people who live in often the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or facts even knowledge
to make all of them keep up with the era which is always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe may
update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to you
is you don't know what one you should start with. This Understanding Death: An Introduction to Ideas of
Self and the Afterlife in World Religions is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why,
since this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Michael Hale:

Now a day those who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each info they get. How individuals to be
smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Examining a
book can help people out of this uncertainty Information especially this Understanding Death: An
Introduction to Ideas of Self and the Afterlife in World Religions book since this book offers you rich data
and knowledge. Of course the data in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody
knows.

Warren Cruz:

You may get this Understanding Death: An Introduction to Ideas of Self and the Afterlife in World Religions
by check out the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve difficulty if you get



difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only by written or printed but
additionally can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking
because of your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your personal ways to
get more information about your e-book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge
are still upgrade. Let's try to choose correct ways for you.
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