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In tenth- and eleventh-century England, Anglo-Saxon Christians retained an old
folk belief in elves as extremely dangerous creatures capable of harming unwary
humans. To ward off the afflictions caused by these invisible beings, Christian
priests modified traditional elf charms by adding liturgical chants to herbal
remedies. In Popular Religion in Late Saxon England, Karen Jolly traces this
cultural intermingling of Christian liturgy and indigenous Germanic customs and
argues that elf charms and similar practices represent the successful
Christianization of native folklore. Jolly describes a dual process of conversion in
which Anglo-Saxon culture became Christianized but at the same time left its
own distinct imprint on Christianity. Illuminating the creative aspects of this
dynamic relationship, she identifies liturgical folk medicine as a middle ground
between popular and elite, pagan and Christian, magic and miracle. Her analysis,
drawing on the model of popular religion to redefine folklore and magic, reveals
the richness and diversity of late Saxon Christianity.
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Editorial Review

Review
Provides unique and valuable insights into popular culture in late Saxon England.

"Speculum"

Review
Karen Jolly has written a book that succeeds in being both focused and wide-ranging. With the Anglo-Saxon
'elf charms' as her chief point of reference, she manages to integrate with confidence and ease a diversity of
materials, including not only the literary sources in Old English and Latin, but also the archaeological
evidence and the ecclesiastical and political records. She shows a firm command of the time and place that
she writes about and demonstrates the rootedness of religion magic within a particular culture. The result is a
broad and fascinating panorama of Anglo-Saxon religious culture. While Jolly speaks of 'popular' religion,
she makes no facile distinction between this and clerical Christianity; the book marks a noteworthy advance
in our study of this culture in all its complexities.--Richard Kieckhefer, Northwestern University

Jolly's erudite and lively explication of the charms of elves provides unique and valuable insights into
popular culture in late Saxon England.--Speculum

This interesting work convincingly challenges previous treatments of the subject.--Times Literary
Supplement

From the Back Cover
In tenth- and eleventh-century England, Anglo-Saxon Christians retained an old folk belief in elves as
extremely dangerous creatures capable of harming unwary humans. To ward off the afflictions caused by
these invisible beings, Christian priests modified traditional elf charms by adding liturgical chants to herbal
remedies. In Popular Religion in Late Saxon England, Karen Jolly traces this cultural intermingling of
Christian liturgy and indigenous Germanic customs and argues that elf charms and similar practices
represent the successful Christianization of native folklore. Jolly describes a dual process of conversion in
which Anglo-Saxon culture became Christianized but at the same time left its own distinct imprint on
Christianity. Illuminating the creative aspects of this dynamic relationship, she identifies liturgical folk
medicine as a middle ground between popular and elite, pagan and Christian, magic and miracle. Her
analysis, drawing on the model of popular religion to redefine folklore and magic, reveals the richness and
diversity of late Saxon Christianity.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Homer Smith:

Book is definitely written, printed, or created for everything. You can realize everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important thing to bring us around the
world. Next to that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A reserve Popular Religion in Late Saxon
England: Elf Charms in Context will make you to be smarter. You can feel more confidence if you can know
about anything. But some of you think which open or reading the book make you bored. It is far from make
you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you in search of best book or ideal book with you?

Paul Andrews:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information today can get by anyone with everywhere.
The information can be a information or any news even an issue. What people must be consider if those
information which is within the former life are challenging to be find than now's taking seriously which one
would work to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you find the unstable resource
then you get it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will
not happen throughout you if you take Popular Religion in Late Saxon England: Elf Charms in Context as
your daily resource information.

James Bassler:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This book Popular Religion in Late Saxon England: Elf Charms
in Context was colorful and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book Popular Religion in
Late Saxon England: Elf Charms in Context has many kinds or type. Start from kids until young adults. For
example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and believe you are the character on there.
Therefore , not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and loosen up.
Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to like reading that.

Karen Tullis:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information from
the book. Book is written or printed or illustrated from each source this filled update of news. With this
modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media social such as
newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You can add your
knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just trying to find
the Popular Religion in Late Saxon England: Elf Charms in Context when you needed it?
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