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Pnin is a professor of Russian at an American college who takes the wrong train
to deliver a lecture in a language he cannot master. Pnin is a tireless lover who
writes to his treacherous Liza: “A genius needs to keep so much in store, and thus
cannot offer you the whole of himself as I do.” Pnin is the focal point of subtle
academic conspiracies he cannot begin to comprehend, yet he stages a faculty
party to end all faculty parties. One of the twentieth century’s master prose
stylists, Vladimir Nabokov was born in St. Petersburg in 1899. He studied French
and Russian literature at Trinity College, Cambridge, then lived in Berlin and
Paris, where he launched a brilliant literary career. In 1940 he moved to the
United States, and achieved renown as a novelist, poet, critic, and translator. He
taught literature at Wellesley, Stanford, Cornell, and Harvard. In 1961 he moved
to Montreux, Switzerland, where he died in 1977. “Hilariously funny and of a
sadness.” ? Graham Greene
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Nabokov fans will be disappointed by narrator Stefan Rudnicki's stiff, staid performance in this audio
version of the author's 13th novel. Told in a series of vignettes, the story follows Russian immigrant and
professor Timofey Pavlovich Pnin as he boards the wrong train on his way to deliver a lecture, loses his
luggage, struggles with the English language, hunts for living quarters, deals with his ex-wife, and throws a
faculty party. Rudnicki's narration is clear and steady, but fails to capture the playfulness of Nabokov's prose
and the humor of the text. Instead, Rudnicki's tone is variously stiff, needlessly booming, or monotone. He
does, however, provide a wide range of voices for the cast of characters. His rendition of the title character-
which sounds like a hybrid of Sacha Baron Cohen's Borat and Soviet comedian Yakov Smirnoff-is dynamic
and entertaining. Listeners will be left wishing Rudnicki had infused more of his narration with those
qualities. (Nov.)
(c) Copyright PWxyz, LLC. All rights reserved.

Review
"Hilariously funny and of a sadness." -Graham Greene""Pnin"'s vita, though its essence is saintliness, is yet a
work of brilliant magic and fabulous laughter." -"The New Republic ""Fun and satire are just the beginning
of the rewards of this novel. Generous, bewildered Pnin, that most kindly and impractical of men, wins our
affection and respect." -"Chicago Tribune""Nabokov can move you to laughter in the way the masters can-to
laughter that is near to tears." -"The Guardian"

Language Notes
Text: Russian, English (translation)

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Michelle Porter:

Book is actually written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important thing to bring us around
the world. Adjacent to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A e-book Pnin will make you to end up
being smarter. You can feel considerably more confidence if you can know about everything. But some of
you think this open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they could be
thought like that? Have you seeking best book or ideal book with you?

William Johnson:

What do you regarding book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you require something
to explain what you problem? How about your time? Or are you busy man? If you don't have spare time to
perform others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have free time? What did you
do? Every individual has many questions above. They should answer that question since just their can do
that. It said that about guide. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is correct. Because start from on
kindergarten until university need this kind of Pnin to read.



Micah Clark:

The publication with title Pnin has lot of information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of advantage
after read this book. This kind of book exist new information the information that exist in this book
represented the condition of the world currently. That is important to yo7u to be aware of how the
improvement of the world. This book will bring you within new era of the globalization. You can read the e-
book with your smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.

Paul Quintana:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside together with friends, fun activity using family or
just watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by examining a book.
Ugh, think reading a book will surely hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It okay you can
have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Pnin which is obtaining the
e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's observe.
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