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Editorial Review

From the Back Cover
"The picture we get today of Africa in past ages from the history taught in our schools is that Africans were
savages and that, although Europeans invaded their lands and made slaves of them, they were in a way
conferring a great favor on them, since they brought to them the blessings of Christian civilization," writes
John G. Jackson.

With brilliantly objective scholarship, Jackson obliterates that picture in this book, and presents a picture of
human heritage infinitely more rich, colorful, and varied than is generally understood. The book challenges
all the standard approaches to African history and will, no doubt, disturb a large number of overnight
"authorities" on Africa who will discover that they do not really know the depth of African history and the
role that Africans played in creating early human societies.

Star-gods, moon-gods, sun gods, Osiris, the Zodiac, the lost continent of Atlantis--the impact of the myths
and legends of ancient man upon human history is analyzed here. "Since the lore of astronomy and the
calendar were the basis of much of the mythology, ritual, and religion of ancient Egypt, which in turn has
profoundly affected all the great religious systems of later days," observes the author, "we deem it proper to
discuss...these ancient African cults and creeds and their effects on other cultures."

In its panoramic view, from the dawn of prehistory to modern resurgent Africa, Introduction to African
Civilizations challenges the parochial historian, devastates the theoretical pretensions of white supremacists,
expands intellectual horizons. It is a fascinating book to be read and reread for pleasure and knowledge by
the layman and the scholar.

"This is not just another book on African history. It is, in my opinion, one of the best books that has so far
been written on the subject."--from the Introduction by John Henrik Clarke

About the Author
Jackson was a highly respected historian and author. He lived and taught for many years in Chicago.

John Henrik Clarke was born in 1915 in Union Springs, Alabama, and was brought up in Columbus,
Georgia. Editor, lecturer, writer, and teacher, Dr. Clarke lived in New York City from 1933 until his death in
1998.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Rosemarie Cleveland:

What do you consider book? It is just for students because they're still students or the item for all people in
the world, what the best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that problem above. Every person
has diverse personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that
they don't wish do that. You must know how great and also important the book Introduction to African
Civilizations. All type of book would you see on many solutions. You can look for the internet methods or
other social media.



Jody Vinson:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this Introduction to African Civilizations
reserve written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book which might be understand
by anyone who else read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, dripping every ideas and
publishing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still question Introduction to African Civilizations as
good book not simply by the cover but also from the content. This is one book that can break don't assess
book by its deal with, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your reading
sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Curt Hall:

Reading a book to become new life style in this season; every people loves to study a book. When you learn
a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge,
because book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book
that you have read. If you wish to get information about your study, you can read education books, but if you
act like you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, and soon.
The Introduction to African Civilizations offer you a new experience in examining a book.

William Sam:

As a college student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the
library as well as to make summary for some book, they are complained. Just small students that has
reading's heart or real their hobby. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go to
there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring in addition
to can't see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for you. As
we know that on this period, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this Introduction to African Civilizations can make you feel more interested to read.
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