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What can South Park tell us about Socrates and the nature of evil? How does The
Office help us to understand Sartre and existentialist ethics? Can Battlestar
Galactica shed light on the existence of God?

Introducing Philosophy Through Pop Culture uses popular culture to illustrate●

important philosophical concepts and the work of the major philosophers
With examples from film, television, and music including South Park, The●

Matrix , X-Men, Batman, Harry Potter, Metallica and Lost, even the most
abstract and complex philosophical ideas become easier to grasp
Features key essays from across the Blackwell Philosophy and Pop Culture●

series, as well as helpful editorial material and a glossary of philosophical terms
From metaphysics to epistemology; from ethics to the meaning of life, this●

unique introduction makes philosophy as engaging as popular culture itself
Supplementary website available with teaching guides, sample materials and●

links to further resources at www.pop-philosophy.org
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Editorial Review

Review
"This totally engaging book shows how philosophy helps you to live happily, reflect logically and act
responsibly. It is an essential tool for contemporary students and teachers of philosophy. Enjoy!"
—David Carrier, Case Western Reserve University/Cleveland Institute of Art

From the Back Cover
What can South Park tell us about Socrates and the nature of evil? How does The Office help us to
understand Sartre and existentialist ethics? Can Battlestar Galactica shed light on the existence of God?

Introducing Philosophy Through Pop Culture uses popular culture to illustrate important philosophical
concepts and the work of the major philosophers. With examples from film, television, and music including
South Park, House,M.D., The Matrix, X-Men, Batman, Harry Potter, Metallica and Lost, even the most
abstract and complex philosophical ideas become easier to grasp.

This unique textbook, featuring essays from the Blackwell Philosophy and Pop Culture series, is perfect for
any introduction to philosophy course. From metaphysics to epistemology; from ethics to the meaning of
life, Introducing Philosophy through Pop Culture makes philosophy as engaging as popular culture itself.

About the Author
William Irwin is professor of Philosophy and Director of the Honors Program at King’s College in
Pennsylvania. In addition to publishing in leading scholarly journals such as Philosophy and Literature and
The Journal of Aesthetics and Art Criticism, Irwin originated the philosophy and popular culture genre of
books with Seinfeld and Philosophy in 1999. Irwin has also co-edited The Simpsons and Philosophy and
edited The Matrix and Philosophy and Metallica and Philosophy. He is currently the General Editor of the
Blackwell Philosophy and Pop Culture series.

David Kyle Johnson is assistant professor of Philosophy at King’s College in Pennsylvania. In addition to
his scholarly work on philosophy of religion, Johnson has edited Heroes and Philosophy and is also a
contributor to the Blackwell Philosophy and Pop Culture series, having written chapters on South Park,
Family Guy, The Office, Battlestar Galactica, and Batman. Johnson hosts a podcast on Pop Culture and
Philosophy at www.philosophyandpopculture.com.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Reinaldo Downs:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yeah, you
can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time
to take a stroll, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or even read a book called Introducing
Philosophy Through Pop Culture: From Socrates to South Park, Hume to House? Maybe it is being best
activity for you. You understand beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can better than



before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have additional opinion?

Gena Colgan:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family, or
their friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic inside
the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different to
fill your own free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book can be option to fill your no cost time/ holiday.
The first thing you ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to consider look for
book, may be the reserve untitled Introducing Philosophy Through Pop Culture: From Socrates to South
Park, Hume to House can be fine book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

Tommy Cowen:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside along with friends, fun activity together with
family or just watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by studying a
book. Ugh, think reading a book can actually hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It all right
you can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Introducing Philosophy
Through Pop Culture: From Socrates to South Park, Hume to House which is getting the e-book version. So ,
try out this book? Let's notice.

Michael Due:

As we know that book is important thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a publication we can
know everything we would like. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every
year has been exactly added. This reserve Introducing Philosophy Through Pop Culture: From Socrates to
South Park, Hume to House was filled concerning science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge
about your research competence. Some people has various feel when they reading a new book. If you know
how big good thing about a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like at this
point, many ways to get book which you wanted.
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