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"I assume that historical sources can convey human feeling, even though it is
fruitless to psychologize individual friends or to reach complete explanations
about their motives. I simply accept that because medieval Christians believed in
friendship and felt the need for it, some of them both practiced and lived out
friendships."?from the new Introduction

Human beings have always formed personal friendships. Some cultures have left
behind the evidence of philosophical discussion; some have provided only
private or semipublic letters. By comparing these, one discerns the effect
exercised by the society in which the writers lived, its opportunities, and its
restrictions. The cloistered monks of medieval Europe, who have bequeathed a
rich literary legacy on the subject, have always had to take into account the
overwhelming fact of community. Brian Patrick McGuire finds that in seeking
friends and friendship, medieval men and women sought self-knowledge, the
enjoyment of life, the commitment of community, and the experience of God.

First published in 1988, Friendship and Community has been widely debated,
inspiring the current interest among medievalists in the subject of friendship. It
has also informed other fields within medieval history, including monasticism,
spirituality, psychology, and the relationship between self and community. In a
new introduction to the Cornell edition, McGuire surveys the critical reaction to
the original edition and subsequent research on the subject of medieval
friendship.
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"I assume that historical sources can convey human feeling, even though it is fruitless to psychologize
individual friends or to reach complete explanations about their motives. I simply accept that because
medieval Christians believed in friendship and felt the need for it, some of them both practiced and lived out
friendships."?from the new Introduction

Human beings have always formed personal friendships. Some cultures have left behind the evidence of
philosophical discussion; some have provided only private or semipublic letters. By comparing these, one
discerns the effect exercised by the society in which the writers lived, its opportunities, and its restrictions.
The cloistered monks of medieval Europe, who have bequeathed a rich literary legacy on the subject, have
always had to take into account the overwhelming fact of community. Brian Patrick McGuire finds that in
seeking friends and friendship, medieval men and women sought self-knowledge, the enjoyment of life, the
commitment of community, and the experience of God.

First published in 1988, Friendship and Community has been widely debated, inspiring the current interest
among medievalists in the subject of friendship. It has also informed other fields within medieval history,
including monasticism, spirituality, psychology, and the relationship between self and community. In a new
introduction to the Cornell edition, McGuire surveys the critical reaction to the original edition and
subsequent research on the subject of medieval friendship.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Brian McGuire's Friendship and Community is by now a classic, the most important book to
appear?ever?on the subject. Its sweep is broad. McGuire shows the development of medieval ideals of
friendship and community from antiquity to the high Middle Ages. Current interest on the topic is high, in
large part due to McGuire’s book."?C. Stephen Jaeger, University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Mary Abrams:

The book Friendship and Community: The Monastic Experience, 350–1250 will bring you to the new
experience of reading a new book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. In the event you try
to find new book to read, this book very ideal to you. The book Friendship and Community: The Monastic
Experience, 350–1250 is much recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book from the official
web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Dianne Janelle:

You may spend your free time you just read this book this publication. This Friendship and Community: The
Monastic Experience, 350–1250 is simple to deliver you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train
as well as soon. If you did not possess much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy the e-
book. It is make you easier to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Wendy Fuller:

Is it you actually who having spare time after that spend it whole day through watching television programs
or just resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This Friendship and Community: The Monastic
Experience, 350–1250 can be the reply, oh how comes? A book you know. You are consequently out of date,
spending your extra time by reading in this new era is common not a geek activity. So what these guides
have than the others?

Cheri Tow:

Some individuals said that they feel weary when they reading a guide. They are directly felt this when they
get a half parts of the book. You can choose the actual book Friendship and Community: The Monastic



Experience, 350–1250 to make your personal reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading talent is
developing when you like reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the idea
about book and reading through especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to wide open a book and
study it. Beside that the book Friendship and Community: The Monastic Experience, 350–1250 can to be
your brand-new friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of the time.
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