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BIRDS IN HAND: RCA and a Communications Revolution In the 1970s, the
cable television industry was transformed – not by cables, but by
communications satellites flying more than 23,000 miles above the earth. These
satellites enabled a programming revolution that made household names out of
HBO, CNN, ESPN, Ted Turner and Pat Robertson. The common thread in the
emergence of these global brands was a fleet of satellites built and operated by
RCA, which extended the reach of cable TV in ways that previously were
unimaginable. This revolution was made possible by the technologists who built
and flew these satellites – especially a team of engineers from RCA. But it
wasn’t easy or dull. One satellite blew up four days after launch. Another almost
shook itself to pieces in deep space. Armed only with telemetry, engineers had to
trouble-shoot problems on satellites worth tens of millions of dollars as they
hurtled through the harsh environment of space. “Birds in Hand: RCA and a
Communications Revolution” is the story of how the RCA Satcom spacecraft and
the creative, enterprising people of RCA revolutionized communications in a
way that forever changed the cultural life of the U.S.: The cost of private
telephone circuits dropped by 50%. RCA’s satellites helped catapult HBO from
only 8,000 subscribers in the Northeast U.S. to 1.6 million nationwide in two
years. Ted Turner put his tiny Atlanta UHF station up on Satcom-1 and by 1978
it became the first Superstation and was in 2 million homes. Everybody laughed
when Turner said he would use Satcom to launch a 24-hour news channel - and
today CNN is in 100 million households. The satellite-driven success of the
Christian Broadcast Network (CBN) provided the public platform for
televangelist Pat Robertson to launch a campaign for President of the United
States. An out of work father and son had this idea of putting some local college
basketball games up on Satcom-1 and before you know it, it’s ESPN. RCA's
Satcom-2 satellite provided telephone service to every bush village in Alaska.and
introduced real-time network TV service to Alaska. This is the story of how a
company that gained an early advantage in a pivotal industry, and fought to
maintain that leadership in the face of fierce competition and continuing
technological changes and challenges.
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BIRDS IN HAND: RCA and a Communications Revolution In the 1970s, the cable television industry was
transformed – not by cables, but by communications satellites flying more than 23,000 miles above the earth.
These satellites enabled a programming revolution that made household names out of HBO, CNN, ESPN,
Ted Turner and Pat Robertson. The common thread in the emergence of these global brands was a fleet of
satellites built and operated by RCA, which extended the reach of cable TV in ways that previously were
unimaginable. This revolution was made possible by the technologists who built and flew these satellites –
especially a team of engineers from RCA. But it wasn’t easy or dull. One satellite blew up four days after
launch. Another almost shook itself to pieces in deep space. Armed only with telemetry, engineers had to
trouble-shoot problems on satellites worth tens of millions of dollars as they hurtled through the harsh
environment of space. “Birds in Hand: RCA and a Communications Revolution” is the story of how the
RCA Satcom spacecraft and the creative, enterprising people of RCA revolutionized communications in a
way that forever changed the cultural life of the U.S.: The cost of private telephone circuits dropped by 50%.
RCA’s satellites helped catapult HBO from only 8,000 subscribers in the Northeast U.S. to 1.6 million
nationwide in two years. Ted Turner put his tiny Atlanta UHF station up on Satcom-1 and by 1978 it became
the first Superstation and was in 2 million homes. Everybody laughed when Turner said he would use
Satcom to launch a 24-hour news channel - and today CNN is in 100 million households. The satellite-driven
success of the Christian Broadcast Network (CBN) provided the public platform for televangelist Pat
Robertson to launch a campaign for President of the United States. An out of work father and son had this
idea of putting some local college basketball games up on Satcom-1 and before you know it, it’s ESPN.
RCA's Satcom-2 satellite provided telephone service to every bush village in Alaska.and introduced real-
time network TV service to Alaska. This is the story of how a company that gained an early advantage in a
pivotal industry, and fought to maintain that leadership in the face of fierce competition and continuing
technological changes and challenges.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Archie T. Miller Archie T. Miller had a front-row seat for the birth and growth of the satellite
communications industry. As an executive at RCA Americom and American Satellite, Miller directed teams
that helped fly and track a new generation of satellites that altered the landscape of America’s television and
telecom industries. He writes with a combination of insight, expertise and humor about the industry and its
history. Born in Jersey City, NJ in 1930, Archie grew up in Arlington, VA. He studied Music at Brevard
College (North Carolina) and Electronic Engineering Technology at the Capital Radio Engineering Institute
in Washington, DC. He served for four years as a Sonarman in the U.S. Navy during the Korean War and
made a 55,000 mile journey around the world in a Fletcher class destroyer. Miller started work with RCA
Service Co as a technical writer, launching a career that included a series of executive and engineering
positions with responsibilities ranging from technician level data services to general engineering support to
Phd.-level critical analytical studies. Archie retired from GE Americom as Manager, Network and Spacecraft
Operations in 1992. He did consulting for 7 years supporting various spacecraft and ground system technical
projects for clients including AT&T, Lockheed-Martin and Martin Marietta He is now retired and living in
Central New Jersey.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Marvin Perdue:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information these days can get by anyone in
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even an issue. What people must be consider
whenever those information which is inside former life are hard to be find than now's taking seriously which
one works to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you have the unstable resource then you
understand it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will
not happen inside you if you take Birds In Hand: RCA And A Communication Revolution as the daily
resource information.

Cesar Smith:

The e-book with title Birds In Hand: RCA And A Communication Revolution has lot of information that you
can find out it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This book exist new information the
information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world at this point. That is important to
yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you with new era of the
glowbal growth. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.

Lori Thomas:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you could have it



in e-book method, more simple and reachable. This specific Birds In Hand: RCA And A Communication
Revolution can give you a lot of good friends because by you investigating this one book you have point that
they don't and make a person more like an interesting person. That book can be one of a step for you to get
success. This e-book offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than
other make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? Let's have Birds In Hand: RCA And A
Communication Revolution.

Gabrielle Oneal:

Publication is one of source of information. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but
native or citizen want book to know the up-date information of year for you to year. As we know those
guides have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the world.
Through the book Birds In Hand: RCA And A Communication Revolution we can acquire more advantage.
Don't you to be creative people? To get creative person must prefer to read a book. Merely choose the best
book that suited with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life with this book Birds In Hand:
RCA And A Communication Revolution. You can more desirable than now.
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