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Don’t miss one of our greatest presidents’ bestselling autobiographies in his own
words. Ronald Reagan’s story is a work of major historical importance, a
narrative that The Washington Times calls “one of our classic American success
stories.”

Few presidents have accomplished more, or been so effective in changing the
direction of government in ways that are both fundamental and lasting, than
Ronald Reagan. Certainly no president has more dramatically raised the
American spirit, or done so much to restore national strength and self-confidence.

Here, then, is a truly American success story—a great and inspiring one. From
modest beginnings as the son of a shoe salesman in Tampico, Illinois, Ronald
Reagan achieved first a distinguished career in Hollywood and then, as governor
of California and as president of the most powerful nation in the world, a career
of public service unique in our history.

Ronald Reagan’s account of that rise is told here with all the uncompromising
candor, modesty, and wit that made him perhaps the most able communicator
ever to occupy the White House, and also with the sense of drama of a gifted
natural storyteller.

He tells us, with warmth and pride, of his early years and of the elements that
made him, in later life, a leader of such stubborn integrity, courage, and clear-
minded optimism. Reading the account of this childhood, we understand how his
parents, struggling to make ends meet despite family problems and the rigors of
the Depression, shaped his belief in the virtues of American life—the need to
help others, the desire to get ahead and to get things done, the deep trust in the
basic goodness, values, and sense of justice of the American people—virtues that
few presidents have expressed more eloquently than Ronald Reagan.

With absolute authority and a keen eye for the details and the anecdotes that
humanize history, Ronald Reagan takes the reader behind the scenes of his
extraordinary career, from his first political experiences as president of the
Screen Actors Guild (including his first meeting with a beautiful young actress
who was later to become Nancy Reagan) to such high points of his presidency as
the November 1985 Geneva meeting with Mikhail Gorbachev, during which
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Reagan invited the Soviet leader outside for a breath of fresh air and then took
him off for a walk and a man-to-man chat, without aides, that set the course for
arms reduction and charted the end of the Cold War.

Here he reveals what went on behind his decision to enter politics and run for the
governorship of California, the speech nominating Barry Goldwater that first
made Reagan a national political figure, his race for the presidency, his relations
with the members of his own cabinet, and his frustrations with Congress.

He gives us the details of the great themes and dramatic crises of his eight years
in office, from Lebanon to Grenada, from the struggle to achieve arms control to
tax reform, from Iran-Contra to the visits abroad that did so much to reestablish
the United States in the eyes of the world as a friendly and peaceful power. His
narrative is full of insights, from the unseen dangers of Gorbachev’s first visit to
the United States to Reagan’s own personal correspondence with major foreign
leaders, as well as his innermost feelings about life in the White House, the
assassination attempt, his family—and the enduring love between himself and
Mrs. Reagan.

An American Life is a warm, richly detailed, and deeply human book, a brilliant
self-portrait, a significant work of history.
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Don’t miss one of our greatest presidents’ bestselling autobiographies in his own words. Ronald Reagan’s
story is a work of major historical importance, a narrative that The Washington Times calls “one of our
classic American success stories.”

Few presidents have accomplished more, or been so effective in changing the direction of government in
ways that are both fundamental and lasting, than Ronald Reagan. Certainly no president has more
dramatically raised the American spirit, or done so much to restore national strength and self-confidence.

Here, then, is a truly American success story—a great and inspiring one. From modest beginnings as the son
of a shoe salesman in Tampico, Illinois, Ronald Reagan achieved first a distinguished career in Hollywood
and then, as governor of California and as president of the most powerful nation in the world, a career of
public service unique in our history.

Ronald Reagan’s account of that rise is told here with all the uncompromising candor, modesty, and wit that
made him perhaps the most able communicator ever to occupy the White House, and also with the sense of
drama of a gifted natural storyteller.

He tells us, with warmth and pride, of his early years and of the elements that made him, in later life, a leader
of such stubborn integrity, courage, and clear-minded optimism. Reading the account of this childhood, we
understand how his parents, struggling to make ends meet despite family problems and the rigors of the
Depression, shaped his belief in the virtues of American life—the need to help others, the desire to get ahead
and to get things done, the deep trust in the basic goodness, values, and sense of justice of the American
people—virtues that few presidents have expressed more eloquently than Ronald Reagan.

With absolute authority and a keen eye for the details and the anecdotes that humanize history, Ronald
Reagan takes the reader behind the scenes of his extraordinary career, from his first political experiences as
president of the Screen Actors Guild (including his first meeting with a beautiful young actress who was later
to become Nancy Reagan) to such high points of his presidency as the November 1985 Geneva meeting with
Mikhail Gorbachev, during which Reagan invited the Soviet leader outside for a breath of fresh air and then
took him off for a walk and a man-to-man chat, without aides, that set the course for arms reduction and
charted the end of the Cold War.

Here he reveals what went on behind his decision to enter politics and run for the governorship of California,
the speech nominating Barry Goldwater that first made Reagan a national political figure, his race for the
presidency, his relations with the members of his own cabinet, and his frustrations with Congress.

He gives us the details of the great themes and dramatic crises of his eight years in office, from Lebanon to
Grenada, from the struggle to achieve arms control to tax reform, from Iran-Contra to the visits abroad that
did so much to reestablish the United States in the eyes of the world as a friendly and peaceful power. His
narrative is full of insights, from the unseen dangers of Gorbachev’s first visit to the United States to
Reagan’s own personal correspondence with major foreign leaders, as well as his innermost feelings about
life in the White House, the assassination attempt, his family—and the enduring love between himself and



Mrs. Reagan.

An American Life is a warm, richly detailed, and deeply human book, a brilliant self-portrait, a significant
work of history.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Reagan presents anecdotes about his family, details his ideology, tells of his presidential candidacy and
describes his eight years in the White House. Photos.
Copyright 1991 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review
"San Francisco Chronicle" Reagan's charm, as displayed throughout this book, is incontestable; so is his
grace under pressure.

"The Washington Times" One of our classic American success stories.

About the Author
Ronald Reagan was the 40th President of the United States of America. He served two terms as President,
from 1981 to 1989.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Henry Evans:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material if you want something
to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your time? Or are you busy particular person? If you
don't have spare time to complete others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have time? What
did you do? Every person has many questions above. They have to answer that question since just their can
do that. It said that about publication. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is right. Because start from on
jardín de infancia until university need this An American Life to read.

Hoyt Moore:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive right now, people
have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and notice
through surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated that for a while is reading.
Yes, by reading a e-book your ability to survive boost then having chance to remain than other is high. For
yourself who want to start reading the book, we give you this particular An American Life book as basic and
daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Eugene Ruano:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be up-date about what going on or data even
knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the era and that is always change and move forward.
Some of you maybe will probably update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for you but the



problems coming to you is you don't know which you should start with. This An American Life is our
recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and want in this
era.

Chelsie Salls:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book mainly book entitled An
American Life your thoughts will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe
unfamiliar for but surely will end up your mind friends. Imaging each and every word written in a book then
become one application form conclusion and explanation that will maybe you never get previous to. The An
American Life giving you yet another experience more than blown away your head but also giving you
useful facts for your better life in this era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern the following is
your body and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning an activity. Do
you want to try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?
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