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This is the first international and inter-disciplinary social science Handbook on
health and medicine. Five years in the making, and building on the insights and
advice of an international editorial board, the book brings together world-class
figures to provide an indispensable, comprehensive resource book on social
science, health and medicine.

Pinpointing the focal issues of research and debate in one volume, the material is
organized into three sections: social and cultural frameworks of analysis; the
experience of health and illness; and health care systems and practices. Each
section consists of specially commissioned chapters designed to examine the vital
conceptual and methodological practice and policy issues. Readers recei
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Editorial Review

Review
`'The collection will offer a unique range of work, both in terms of topics and of theoretical perspectives,
written by leading scholars from around the world. It will be an essential resource for teaching and research' -
Mel Bartley, Principal Research Fellow, University College, London

`This impressive collection gives a unique insight into current debates in the social sciences in the broad
domain of health, illness and health care. By bringing together the perspectives of leading North American,
European and Australasian scholars, focusing on social and cultural issues, the text provides the reader with
a rich tapestry of stimulating ideas and analyses of great value' - Ian Robinson, Director for the Study of
Health, Sickness and Disablement, Brunel University

`Society has growing expectations in terms of health. The editors and contributors to this handbook are to be
congratulated on providing an essential route-map for the social sciences who will play a central role in
future debates on health and health care' - Denny Vågerö, Professor of Medical Sociology, Stockholm
University

"The Handbook of Social Studies in Health & Medicine is a must for the practitioner and teacher of social
science of health and medical care. To read it is to be updated and upgraded concerning theory, empirical
findings and policy implications. To have it on the shelf means ready reference to current comprehensive
thinking and applications. The Handbook can also be readily adopted as a basic text for upper division and
graduate classes in medical sociology and anthropology as well as for social science classes in public health,
nursing, medicine, allied health sciences or health care policy and management." 

(Ronald Andersen)

About the Author
Gary L. Albrecht is a Fellow of the Royal Belgian Academy of Arts and Sciences, Extraordinary Guest
Professor of Social Sciences, University of Leuven, Belgium and Professor Emeritus of Public Health and
of Disability and Human Development at the University of Illinois at Chicago.  After receiving his Ph.D.
from Emory University, he has served on the faculties of Emory University in Sociology and Psychiatry,
Northwestern University in Sociology, Rehabilitation Medicine and the Kellogg School of Management and
the University of Illinois at Chicago (UIC) in the School of Public Health and in the Department of
Disability and Human Development.  Since retiring from the UIC in 2005, he divides his time between
Europe and the United States.  He works in Boulder, Colorado and Brussels, Belgium.  He was recently a
Scholar in Residence at the Maison des Sciences de l’Homme (MSH) in Paris, a visiting Fellow at Nuffield
College, the University of Oxford and a Fellow in Residence at the Royal Flemish Academy of Science and
Arts, Brussels

Susan C. Scrimshaw, Ph.D., is currently the President of The Sage Colleges in Troy, NY. Prior to her
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Boston, Massachusetts. She was dean of the School of Public Health, and professor of community health
sciences and of anthropology at the University of Illinois at Chicago (UIC) from 1994 through June 2006.
Prior to becoming dean at UIC in 1994, she was associate dean of public health and professor of public
health and anthropology at the University of California at Los Angeles. Dr. Scrimshaw is a graduate of
Barnard College and obtained her M.A. and Ph.D. in anthropology from Columbia University. Her research
includes community participatory research methods, addressing health disparities, improving pregnancy
outcomes, violence prevention, health literacy, and culturally appropriate delivery of health care. She is a
member of the Institute of Medicine (IOM) of the National Academies, where she has been elected a
member of the governing council and serves on The Committee on Science, Engineering, and Public Policy
(COSEPUP), a joint unit of the National Academy of Sciences, National Academy of Engineering, and the
Institute of Medicine. She is also a fellow of the American Association for the Advancement of Science, the
American Anthropological Association, and the Institute of Medicine of Chicago. While in Chicago, Dr.
Scrimshaw was an appointed member of the Chicago Board of Health and Illinois State Board of Health. She
chaired the IOM Committee on Communication for Behavior Change in the 21st Century: Improving the
Health of Diverse Populations, and served as a member of the IOM Committee on Health Literacy. She is a
past president of the board of directors of the U.S.-Mexico Foundation for Science, former chair of the
Association of Schools of Public Health, and past president of the Society for Medical Anthropology. Her
honors and awards include the Margaret Mead Award, a Hero of Public Health gold medal awarded by
President Vicente Fox of Mexico, the UIC Mentor of the Year Award in 2002, and the Chicago Community
Clinic Visionary Award in 2005. Dr. Scrimshaw was raised in Guatemala until age 16. She is fluent in
Spanish, and also speaks French and Portuguese.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Marvin Gamez:

Book is actually written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
book. Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important issue to bring us around the world.
Adjacent to that you can your reading skill was fluently. A reserve The Handbook of Social Studies in Health
and Medicine will make you to be smarter. You can feel considerably more confidence if you can know
about every thing. But some of you think that will open or reading the book make you bored. It is far from
make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you in search of best book or appropriate book
with you?

Bethany Hall:

Now a day folks who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by interact with the internet and
the resources included can be true or not involve people to be aware of each info they get. How people have
to be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Looking at a
book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information mainly this The Handbook of Social Studies in
Health and Medicine book as this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the information in
this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.



Angela Smith:

The event that you get from The Handbook of Social Studies in Health and Medicine is the more deep you
excavating the information that hide into the words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It does not
mean that this book is hard to know but The Handbook of Social Studies in Health and Medicine giving you
enjoyment feeling of reading. The article writer conveys their point in selected way that can be understood
by anyone who read the idea because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. This specific book
also makes your vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or
e-book style are available. We suggest you for having that The Handbook of Social Studies in Health and
Medicine instantly.

Adrienne Helms:

Some individuals said that they feel weary when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt the item when
they get a half elements of the book. You can choose the actual book The Handbook of Social Studies in
Health and Medicine to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading
expertise is developing when you like reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy you just read it
and mingle the impression about book and reading especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to
open a book and study it. Beside that the reserve The Handbook of Social Studies in Health and Medicine
can to be your brand new friend when you're sense alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of
their time.
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