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If you have ever wondered why the Scots love Michel Tremblay or what Sharon
Pollock has to say to Japanese audiences, or just how a Canadian play—or being
Canadian—is viewed in England or the United States, you should read this
volume. Each author holds a mirror up to Canadian theatre, but the images in
those mirrors differ in fascinating ways. The cumulative result is a multi-faceted
reflection, coming from some of the world’s most astute critics, on how Canada
performs its national identities.

Performing National Identities is a collection of 18 original essays on
contemporary Canadian theatre by scholars and drama specialists in Canada,
Great Britain, Europe, Australia and Japan. The international scope of the
volume, reflected in its co-editors (Sherrill Grace from Canada, Albert-Reiner
Glaap from Germany), confirms the new importance of Canadian plays on the
world stage. This is the first volume of its kind, and it celebrates the variety and
vitality of Canadian theatre.

Among the playwrights whose works are discussed here are Michel Tremblay,
Sharon Pollock, George F. Walker, Joan MacLeod, Tomson Highway, Marie
Clements, Michel Marc Bouchard, Morris Panych, Monique Mojica, and Djanet
Sears. There are also interviews with theatre practitioners in Hungary, Germany
and Canada, including one with the late Urjo Kareda. The contributors consider
many of the challenging issues addressed by contemporary Canadian
playwrights—issues of race and racist stereotypes, of gender and violence, of
historical events and identity politics—and all agree that Canada’s playwrights
mine their local or individual situations to explore universal problems. It is this
large vision, as well as the quality of the plays, that enables Canadian drama to
move audiences all over the world.
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If you have ever wondered why the Scots love Michel Tremblay or what Sharon Pollock has to say to
Japanese audiences, or just how a Canadian play—or being Canadian—is viewed in England or the United
States, you should read this volume. Each author holds a mirror up to Canadian theatre, but the images in
those mirrors differ in fascinating ways. The cumulative result is a multi-faceted reflection, coming from
some of the world’s most astute critics, on how Canada performs its national identities.

Performing National Identities is a collection of 18 original essays on contemporary Canadian theatre by
scholars and drama specialists in Canada, Great Britain, Europe, Australia and Japan. The international scope
of the volume, reflected in its co-editors (Sherrill Grace from Canada, Albert-Reiner Glaap from Germany),
confirms the new importance of Canadian plays on the world stage. This is the first volume of its kind, and it
celebrates the variety and vitality of Canadian theatre.

Among the playwrights whose works are discussed here are Michel Tremblay, Sharon Pollock, George F.
Walker, Joan MacLeod, Tomson Highway, Marie Clements, Michel Marc Bouchard, Morris Panych,
Monique Mojica, and Djanet Sears. There are also interviews with theatre practitioners in Hungary, Germany
and Canada, including one with the late Urjo Kareda. The contributors consider many of the challenging
issues addressed by contemporary Canadian playwrights—issues of race and racist stereotypes, of gender
and violence, of historical events and identity politics—and all agree that Canada’s playwrights mine their
local or individual situations to explore universal problems. It is this large vision, as well as the quality of the
plays, that enables Canadian drama to move audiences all over the world.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Sherrill Grace
Sherrill Grace is a professor of English and theatre at the University of British Columbia. She is former
President, Academy I, of the Royal Society of Canada. She has lectured widely in North America, as well as
in Germany, Italy, England, Belgium, France, China and Japan.

A member of several professional associations, such as the Association of Canadian Studies, the Canadian
Association of American Studies, the Association of Canadian College and University Teachers of English,
the Canadian Comparative Literature Association, the Modern Languages Association and the International
Association of Professors of English, Grace was awarded the prestigious Killam Teaching Prize in 2008, and
in 2009 she received the Ann Saddlemyer Award for her biography Making Theatre: A Life of Sharon
Pollock.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Linda Enders:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to understand everything in the world. Each book has different aim or maybe goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They
are really reading whatever they have because their hobby is reading a book. How about the person who
don't like looking at a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book if they found difficult problem or
exercise. Well, probably you'll have this Performing National Identities: International Perspectives on
Contemporary Canadian Theatre.

Evelyn Nielson:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world could share their
idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their own reader with their story
or maybe their experience. Not only situation that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the data
about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach children, there are
many kinds of book which exist now. The authors in this world always try to improve their expertise in
writing, they also doing some study before they write to their book. One of them is this Performing National
Identities: International Perspectives on Contemporary Canadian Theatre.



Clare Andrews:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family,
or all their friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic in the
park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different to fill
your personal free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book is usually option to fill your free of charge time/
holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want
to test look for book, may be the e-book untitled Performing National Identities: International Perspectives
on Contemporary Canadian Theatre can be very good book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Diana Gum:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with pals is thing that usually
you could have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try factor that really opposite
from that. One particular activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you have been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Performing National
Identities: International Perspectives on Contemporary Canadian Theatre, it is possible to enjoy both. It is
very good combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh come on its mind
hangout people. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its identified as reading friends.
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