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Here is the autobiography of Cheetah Chrome, lead guitarist of the Dead Boys,
one of the greatest punk bands ever. It’s a tale of success--and excess: great
music, drugs (he overdosed and was pronounced dead three times), and
resurrection.

The Dead Boys, with roots in the band Rocket from the Tombs, came out of
Cleveland to dominate the NYC punk scene in the mid-1970s. Their hit “Sonic
Reducer” soon became a punk anthem. Now, for the first time, Cheetah dishes on
the people he’s known onstage and off, including the Dead Boys’ legendary
singer Stiv Bators, Johnny Thunders of the New York Dolls, the Ramones, the
Clash, Pere Ubu, and the Ghetto Dogs, as well as life at CBGBs, a year with
Nico, and more.

 
Straight from the man, these are the backstage stories that every punk fan will
want to hear. Never mind the Sex Pistols, here’s Cheetah Chrome!
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Here is the autobiography of Cheetah Chrome, lead guitarist of the Dead Boys, one of the greatest punk
bands ever. It’s a tale of success--and excess: great music, drugs (he overdosed and was pronounced dead
three times), and resurrection.

The Dead Boys, with roots in the band Rocket from the Tombs, came out of Cleveland to dominate the NYC
punk scene in the mid-1970s. Their hit “Sonic Reducer” soon became a punk anthem. Now, for the first time,
Cheetah dishes on the people he’s known onstage and off, including the Dead Boys’ legendary singer Stiv
Bators, Johnny Thunders of the New York Dolls, the Ramones, the Clash, Pere Ubu, and the Ghetto Dogs, as
well as life at CBGBs, a year with Nico, and more.

 
Straight from the man, these are the backstage stories that every punk fan will want to hear. Never mind the
Sex Pistols, here’s Cheetah Chrome!
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Editorial Review

Review

"A Dead Boy's Tale is a highly entertaining account of Chrome's experiences, and you can practically smell
the stale beer and vomit along the way...an invaluable trip through some of punk's most important years." -
Under the Radar, July 2010

 “A Dead Boy's Tale is a fascinating read, not just revealing about the author's life but also informative about
the music industry in general and this genre in particular. While there have been great books - especially the
oral histories - describing the advent of punk music this memoir provides a fascinating more personal
approach and it works well.” - BlogCritics.org
 
“Xmas Gifts That Don’t Suck”
“…a wild, and at times poignant, ride that fans of American music history and reckless behavior will
treasure.” - My Old Kentucky Blog, October 6, 2010
 
“The Dead Boys have always been the Rodney Dangerfield of punk rock. They had the chops, but never
really got the respect or credit they deserved for their role serving on the front lines of the New York punk
scene in the late 70’s…[In Cheetah Chrome] The Dead Boys are finally getting some of the credit they
deserve.” - Examiner.com, September 30, 2010
 
From the day I received this book every open opportunity I had, I buried my face in its pages! This book
combines some of my favorite things in books, autobiographies, punk rock, and graphic detail of life
wrecking adventures. The book starts with an endearing forward written by Legs McNeil leading to Cheetah
Chrome’s brutally honest assessment of his life and it’s affects on others. Like many people in the world of
punk rock, I look at the name Cheetah Chrome as a piece of MY history. His name ranks up there with the
immortals of punk rock such as The Ramones (All of them), Iggy Pop, Sid Vicious, Johnny Rotten, Johnny
Thunders, Stiv Bator, etc… This book not only mentions those legends of punk, but also great personal
stories and interactions Cheetah had with each. When the cliché, sex, drugs, and rock-n-roll I normally roll
my eyes and groan. However, in this situation that is truly the only way to label Cheetah Chromes life, but
particularly in that order. Cheetah has lived a life that many have tried, but not many have succeeded to live
as long as he has. Never in a book have I felt so connected to a character, let alone a true to life person who
wrote an autobiography! I would recommend this book to not only the Punk Rock historians & punk rock
enthusiasts, but to anyone who roots for the underdog. - Punk Rock Review, September 21, 2010

About the Author

Cheetah Chrome has played guitar for bands including the Dead Boys and Rocket from the Tombs, co-wrote
punk classics like “Sonic Reducer” and “Ain’t It Fun,” and was declared one of Musician Magazine’s Top
100 Guitarists of all Time. An enduring influence on punk-rock guitarists, Cheetah continues to write and



perform. He lives in Nashville, Tennessee, with his wife and son.
 

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jason Silva:

What do you think about book? It is just for students because they're still students or the idea for all people in
the world, what the best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that question above. Every person
has distinct personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they
don't desire do that. You must know how great and also important the book Cheetah Chrome: A Dead Boy's
Tale: From the Front Lines of Punk Rock. All type of book can you see on many sources. You can look for
the internet solutions or other social media.

Robert Heck:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
and so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new facts.
When you read a e-book you will get new information due to the fact book is one of many ways to share the
information or maybe their idea. Second, examining a book will make anyone more imaginative. When you
reading through a book especially fictional works book the author will bring one to imagine the story how
the characters do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to some others. When you read this
Cheetah Chrome: A Dead Boy's Tale: From the Front Lines of Punk Rock, you are able to tells your family,
friends as well as soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a e-
book.

Maria Carlin:

The book untitled Cheetah Chrome: A Dead Boy's Tale: From the Front Lines of Punk Rock is the guide that
recommended to you you just read. You can see the quality of the publication content that will be shown to
you actually. The language that article author use to explained their way of doing something is easily to
understand. The author was did a lot of exploration when write the book, and so the information that they
share for your requirements is absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-book of Cheetah Chrome: A
Dead Boy's Tale: From the Front Lines of Punk Rock from the publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free
time.

Debra Davin:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information better to
share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and soon. You
will observe that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The actual book that
recommended for your requirements is Cheetah Chrome: A Dead Boy's Tale: From the Front Lines of Punk



Rock this reserve consist a lot of the information in the condition of this world now. This book was
represented how does the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer use to explain it is easy to
understand. The actual writer made some investigation when he makes this book. That's why this book
suitable all of you.
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