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A highly original account of the evolution of the family unit

Current debates about the future of the family are often based on serious
misconceptions about its past. Arguing that there is no biologically mandated or
universally functional family form, Stephanie Coontz traces the complexity and
variety of family arrangements in American history, from Native American kin
groups to the emergence of the dominant middle-class family ideal in the 1890s.

Surveying and synthesizing a vast range of previous scholarship, as well as
engaging more particular studies of family life from the seventeenth to the
nineteenth centuries, Coontz offers a highly original account of the shifting
structure and function of American families. Her account challenges standard
interpretations of the early hegemony of middle-class privacy and “affective
individualism,” pointing to the rich tradition of alternative family behaviors
among various ethnic and socioeconomic groups in America, and arguing that
even middle-class families went through several transformations in the course of
the nineteenth centure.

The present dominant family form, grounded in close interpersonal relations and
premised on domestic consumption of mass-produced household goods has
arisen, Coontz argues, from a long and complex series of changing political and
economic conjunctures, as well as from the destruction or incorporation of
several alternative family systems. A clear conception of American capitalism’s
combined and uneven development is therefore essential if we are to understand
the history of the family as a key social and economic unit. Lucid and detailed,
The Social Origins of Private Life is likely to become the standard history of its
subject.
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A highly original account of the evolution of the family unit

Current debates about the future of the family are often based on serious misconceptions about its past.
Arguing that there is no biologically mandated or universally functional family form, Stephanie Coontz
traces the complexity and variety of family arrangements in American history, from Native American kin
groups to the emergence of the dominant middle-class family ideal in the 1890s.

Surveying and synthesizing a vast range of previous scholarship, as well as engaging more particular studies
of family life from the seventeenth to the nineteenth centuries, Coontz offers a highly original account of the
shifting structure and function of American families. Her account challenges standard interpretations of the
early hegemony of middle-class privacy and “affective individualism,” pointing to the rich tradition of
alternative family behaviors among various ethnic and socioeconomic groups in America, and arguing that
even middle-class families went through several transformations in the course of the nineteenth centure.

The present dominant family form, grounded in close interpersonal relations and premised on domestic
consumption of mass-produced household goods has arisen, Coontz argues, from a long and complex series
of changing political and economic conjunctures, as well as from the destruction or incorporation of several
alternative family systems. A clear conception of American capitalism’s combined and uneven development
is therefore essential if we are to understand the history of the family as a key social and economic unit.
Lucid and detailed, The Social Origins of Private Life is likely to become the standard history of its subject.
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Editorial Review

From Library Journal
This intelligent synthesis takes careful note of class, race, gender, and region, to illuminate the differing
American "family systems" that emerged during the last three centuries. The analysis considers the impact of
economic, social, political, and ideological transformations upon the family, itself also an agent of change.
Emphasizing both the complexity and the diversity of her subject, Coontz concludes that every family
system has always incorporated unresolved tensions. Dense, scrupulously researched, and theoretically
informed, this book should be welcomed by historians. Recommended for academic and large public
libraries.
- Cynthia Harrison, Federal Judicial Ctr., Washington, D.C.
Copyright 1989 Reed Business Information, Inc.

About the Author
Stephanie Coontz teaches history and family studies at the Evergreen State College, Washington. She is the
author (with Peta Henderson) of the highly praised Women’s Work, Men’s Property: the Origins of Gender
and Class.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Gloria Brower:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Sure, you can
choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a
move, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open as well as read a book allowed The Social
Origins of Private Life: A History of American Families, 1600-1900 (Haymarket Series)? Maybe it is for
being best activity for you. You understand beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's
book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have other opinion?

Christina Evert:

This book untitled The Social Origins of Private Life: A History of American Families, 1600-1900
(Haymarket Series) to be one of several books which best seller in this year, that is because when you read
this e-book you can get a lot of benefit upon it. You will easily to buy this particular book in the book store
or you can order it via online. The publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to
read this book, because you can read this book in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason to you personally
to past this guide from your list.

Calvin Fischer:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to decide on book



like comic, short story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not seeking The Social Origins of Private
Life: A History of American Families, 1600-1900 (Haymarket Series) that give your pleasure preference will
be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the means for people
to know world much better then how they react towards the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading
routine only for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for every
you who want to start studying as your good habit, you can pick The Social Origins of Private Life: A
History of American Families, 1600-1900 (Haymarket Series) become your starter.

James Rogers:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
skill or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book in comparison with
can satisfy your short space of time to read it because this all time you only find guide that need more time to
be learn. The Social Origins of Private Life: A History of American Families, 1600-1900 (Haymarket Series)
can be your answer mainly because it can be read by an individual who have those short time problems.
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