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Samuel R. Delany’s The Jewel-Hinged Jaw appeared originally in 1977, and is
now long out of print and hard to find. The impact of its demonstration that
science fiction was a special language, rather than just gadgets and green-skinned
aliens, began reverberations still felt in science fiction criticism. This edition
includes two new essays, one written at the time and one written about those
times, as well as an introduction by writer and teacher Matthew Cheney, placing
Delany’s work in historical context. Close textual analyses of Thomas M. Disch,
Ursula K. Le Guin, Roger Zelazny, and Joanna Russ read as brilliantly today as
when they first appeared. Essays such as “About 5,750 Words” and “To Read
The Dispossessed” first made the book a classic; they assure it will remain one.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Delany's first work of non-fiction, The Jewel Hinged Jaw: Notes on the Language of Science Fiction,
remains a benchmark of sf criticism thirty-three years after its initial publication in 1977. … Extensively
revised and reissued in 2009, JHJ has become even sronger, containing twelve essays in ten chapters and two
appendixes."—Isiah Lavender, Science Fiction Studies

Review
“I re-read The Jewel-Hinged Jaw every year as a source of guidance, as a measure of what all criticism and
literature should aspire to be, and as a challenge for those of us who want to write.” (Junot Díaz, Pulitzer)

“What a joy it is to have The Jewel-Hinged Jaw back in print! These essays glitter with insights into writing,
reading, society, and the multiple relationships of the three.” (Reginald Shepherd, author of Orpheus in the
Bronx)

About the Author
Winner of both Hugo and Nebula awards, SAMUEL R. DELANY is a novelist and critic, who currently
teaches English and creative writing at Temple University. His critical work has won him the Pilgrim Award
for science fiction scholarship. MATTHEW CHENEY is a columnist for Strange Horizons and writes
regularly about many topics at his weblog, The Mumpsimus.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Charles Greiner:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information these days can get by anyone in everywhere.
The information can be a information or any news even restricted. What people must be consider whenever
those information which is inside the former life are challenging be find than now is taking seriously which
one is acceptable to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you get the unstable
resource then you obtain it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen within you if you take The Jewel-Hinged Jaw: Notes on the Language of
Science Fiction as the daily resource information.

Justin Fernandez:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With reading through you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world may share their
idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their very own reader with their
story or perhaps their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the textbooks. But also they write about
advantage about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
young ones, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve their



ability in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write on their book. One of them is this The
Jewel-Hinged Jaw: Notes on the Language of Science Fiction.

Emilie Lechner:

Beside this specific The Jewel-Hinged Jaw: Notes on the Language of Science Fiction in your phone, it
could possibly give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or details. The information and the
knowledge you are going to got here is fresh from oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an outdated
people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have The Jewel-Hinged Jaw: Notes on the Language of
Science Fiction because this book offers to you personally readable information. Do you occasionally have
book but you would not get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have
this with your hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island.
Techniques you still want to miss the item? Find this book in addition to read it from today!

Todd Lyons:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you can have
it in e-book method, more simple and reachable. This kind of The Jewel-Hinged Jaw: Notes on the Language
of Science Fiction can give you a lot of close friends because by you investigating this one book you have
issue that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. This book can be one of a step for you
to get success. This guide offer you information that probably your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more
than different make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? Let me have The Jewel-Hinged Jaw:
Notes on the Language of Science Fiction.
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