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A rigorous examination of the workings of fiction by the novelist Robert
Boswell, "one of America's finest writers" (Tom Perrotta)

Robert Boswell has been writing, reading, and teaching literature for more than
twenty years. In this sparkling collection of essays, he brings this vast experience
and a keen critical eye to bear on craft issues facing literary writers. Examples
from masters such as Leo Tolstoy, Flannery O'Connor, and Alice Munro
illustrate this engaging discussion of what makes great writing.

At the same time, Boswell moves readers beyond the classroom, candidly sharing
the experiences that have shaped his own writing life. A chance encounter in a
hotel bar leads to a fascinating glimpse into his imaginative process. And through
the story of a boyhood adventure, Boswell details how important it is for writers
to give themselves over to what he calls the "half-known world" of fiction, where
surprise and meaning converge.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
In clear, charming prose, novelist Boswell delivers a satisfying exploration of the craft of writing fiction,
drawing from an array of well-chosen examples. In one instance he offers a full-bodied analysis of Tolstoy's
The Death of Ivan Ilyich to illustrate his argument about the use of social paradigm in fiction; in a chapter on
politics in the novel, he helpfully streamlines a Noam Chomsky essay into an explanatory list of the political
responsibilities of the intellectual. Boswell's defense of his concept of the half-known world—the idea that
there must be a dimension to the fictional reality that escapes comprehension—is spiritedly articulated and
defended, and the book feels written for the serious writing student rather than the beginner. However, while
addressing a sophisticated audience, he is direct—a chapter on omniscient narrators answers tough narrative
questions in an easy-to-follow manner. Throughout, Boswell presents autobiographical moments and brief
vignettes of his own devising to illustrate his concepts, reinforcing the fact that, like his great predecessor in
craft writing John Gardner, he is a working fiction writer who knows his material. (Aug.)
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

Review
“The Half-Known World is both brilliant and helpful to readers and fellow writers alike. This book on fiction
writing avoids every form of technojargon and brings its subject matter back to where we live, to how we
live, and to what we know (and can never know). It's rare for contemporary criticism to have moments of
grace and beauty, but this book has many, which is what anyone might expect from a writer as accomplished
and humane as Robert Boswell.” ?Charles Baxter

About the Author

Robert Boswell is the author of five novels, most recently Century's Son. He teaches creative writing at New
Mexico State University, the University of Houston, and in the Warren Wilson MFA Program.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Maryanna Kuhns:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to find out everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or even goal; it means that book has
different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They can be reading
whatever they take because their hobby is actually reading a book. Consider the person who don't like
looking at a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book if they found difficult problem or even
exercise. Well, probably you should have this The Half-Known World: On Writing Fiction.

Mark Gatling:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the subject The Half-Known
World: On Writing Fiction suitable to you? The particular book was written by well known writer in this era.



The actual book untitled The Half-Known World: On Writing Fictionis one of several books which everyone
read now. That book was inspired many men and women in the world. When you read this guide you will
enter the new way of measuring that you ever know just before. The author explained their concept in the
simple way, consequently all of people can easily to recognise the core of this reserve. This book will give
you a lots of information about this world now. To help you to see the represented of the world with this
book.

Julie Ross:

It is possible to spend your free time to see this book this e-book. This The Half-Known World: On Writing
Fiction is simple bringing you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you did
not get much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you much easier to
read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will
get when you buy this book.

Alexandria Sharp:

Is it you actually who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by simply watching television
programs or just lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Half-Known World: On
Writing Fiction can be the solution, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are therefore out of date,
spending your time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these guides
have than the others?
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