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"Those who eat my flesh and drink my blood abide in me, and I in them." Dennis
R. MacDonald offers a provocative explanation of those scandalous words of
Christ from the Fourth Gospel—an explanation that he argues would hardly have
surprised some of the Gospel's early readers. John sounds themes that would
have instantly been recognized as proper to the Greek god Dionysos (the Roman
Bacchus), not least as he was depicted in Euripides' play The Bacchae. A divine
figure, the offspring of a divine father and human mother, takes on flesh to live
among mortals, but is rejected by his own. He miraculously provides wine and
offers it as a sacred gift to his devotees, women prominent among them, dies a
violent death—and returns to life. Yet John takes his drama in a dramatically
different direction: while Euripides's Dionysos exacts vengeance on the Theban
throne, the Johannine Christ offers life to his followers. MacDonald employs
mimesis criticism to argue that the earliest Evangelist not only imitated Euripides
but expected his readers to recognize Jesus as greater than Dionysos.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Dennis R. MacDonald is John Wesley Professor of New Testament and Christian origins at Claremont
School of Theology and the author of numerous books, including Mythologizing Jesus: From Jewish
Teacher to Epic Hero (2015), The Gospels and Homer (2015), and Luke and Vergil (2014).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Serina Horne:

Now a day people that Living in the era just where everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each details they get. How many people
to be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Reading
through a book can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information specifically this The Dionysian
Gospel: The Fourth Gospel and Euripides book because book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course
the knowledge in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

German Montoya:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading behavior give you
lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside the book
that improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of reserve you
read, if you want have more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want truly feel happy read
one along with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The The Dionysian Gospel: The Fourth
Gospel and Euripides is kind of guide which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Alan Robert:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray an individual, why because this The Dionysian Gospel: The Fourth
Gospel and Euripides publication written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book
that may be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written inside good manner for you, dripping
every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still uncertainty The Dionysian
Gospel: The Fourth Gospel and Euripides as good book not only by the cover but also by the content. This is
one e-book that can break don't judge book by its include, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to
pick this kind of!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to a
different sixth sense.



Russell Hardison:

Is it you who having spare time and then spend it whole day through watching television programs or just
laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Dionysian Gospel: The Fourth Gospel and
Euripides can be the answer, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are therefore out of date,
spending your free time by reading in this brand new era is common not a geek activity. So what these books
have than the others?
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