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Originally published in 1984, Reading the Romance challenges popular (and
often demeaning) myths about why romantic fiction, one of publishing's most
lucrative categories, captivates millions of women readers. Among those who
have disparaged romance reading are feminists, literary critics, and theorists of
mass culture. They claim that romances enforce the woman reader's dependence
on men and acceptance of the repressive ideology purveyed by popular culture.
Radway questions such claims, arguing that critical attention "must shift from the
text itself, taken in isolation, to the complex social event of reading." She
examines that event, from the complicated business of publishing and
distribution to the individual reader's engagement with the text.

Radway's provocative approach combines reader-response criticism with
anthropology and feminist psychology. Asking readers themselves to explore
their reading motives, habits, and rewards, she conducted interviews in a
midwestern town with forty-two romance readers whom she met through
Dorothy Evans, a chain bookstore employee who has earned a reputation as an
expert on romantic fiction. Evans defends her customers' choice of entertainment;
reading romances, she tells Radway, is no more harmful than watching sports on
television.

"We read books so we won't cry" is the poignant explanation one woman offers
for her reading habit. Indeed, Radway found that while the women she studied
devote themselves to nurturing their families, these wives and mothers receive
insufficient devotion or nurturance in return. In romances the women find not
only escape from the demanding and often tiresome routines of their lives but
also a hero who supplies the tenderness and admiring attention that they have
learned not to expect.

The heroines admired by Radway's group defy the expected stereotypes; they are
strong, independent, and intelligent. That such characters often find themselves
to be victims of male aggression and almost always resign themselves to
accepting conventional roles in life has less to do, Radway argues, with the
women readers' fantasies and choices than with their need to deal with a fear of
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masculine dominance.

These romance readers resent not only the limited choices in their own lives but
the patronizing atitude that men especially express toward their reading tastes. In
fact, women read romances both to protest and to escape temporarily the
narrowly defined role prescribed for them by a patriarchal culture. Paradoxically,
the books that they read make conventional roles for women seem desirable. It is
this complex relationship between culture, text, and woman reader that Radway
urges feminists to address. Romance readers, she argues, should be encouraged to
deliver their protests in the arena of actual social relations rather than to act them
out in the solitude of the imagination.

In a new introduction, Janice Radway places the book within the context of
current scholarship and offers both an explanation and critique of the study's
limitations.
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Originally published in 1984, Reading the Romance challenges popular (and often demeaning) myths about
why romantic fiction, one of publishing's most lucrative categories, captivates millions of women readers.
Among those who have disparaged romance reading are feminists, literary critics, and theorists of mass
culture. They claim that romances enforce the woman reader's dependence on men and acceptance of the
repressive ideology purveyed by popular culture. Radway questions such claims, arguing that critical
attention "must shift from the text itself, taken in isolation, to the complex social event of reading." She
examines that event, from the complicated business of publishing and distribution to the individual reader's
engagement with the text.

Radway's provocative approach combines reader-response criticism with anthropology and feminist
psychology. Asking readers themselves to explore their reading motives, habits, and rewards, she conducted
interviews in a midwestern town with forty-two romance readers whom she met through Dorothy Evans, a
chain bookstore employee who has earned a reputation as an expert on romantic fiction. Evans defends her
customers' choice of entertainment; reading romances, she tells Radway, is no more harmful than watching
sports on television.

"We read books so we won't cry" is the poignant explanation one woman offers for her reading habit. Indeed,
Radway found that while the women she studied devote themselves to nurturing their families, these wives
and mothers receive insufficient devotion or nurturance in return. In romances the women find not only
escape from the demanding and often tiresome routines of their lives but also a hero who supplies the
tenderness and admiring attention that they have learned not to expect.

The heroines admired by Radway's group defy the expected stereotypes; they are strong, independent, and
intelligent. That such characters often find themselves to be victims of male aggression and almost always
resign themselves to accepting conventional roles in life has less to do, Radway argues, with the women
readers' fantasies and choices than with their need to deal with a fear of masculine dominance.

These romance readers resent not only the limited choices in their own lives but the patronizing atitude that
men especially express toward their reading tastes. In fact, women read romances both to protest and to
escape temporarily the narrowly defined role prescribed for them by a patriarchal culture. Paradoxically, the
books that they read make conventional roles for women seem desirable. It is this complex relationship
between culture, text, and woman reader that Radway urges feminists to address. Romance readers, she
argues, should be encouraged to deliver their protests in the arena of actual social relations rather than to act
them out in the solitude of the imagination.

In a new introduction, Janice Radway places the book within the context of current scholarship and offers
both an explanation and critique of the study's limitations.
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Editorial Review

Review
Explores not only the conventions of the romance novel but also the ways in which both these novels and
their readers defy certain stereotypes, usually proliferated by people who don't read the books themselves.
Radway's study is a fascinating and controversial bit of sociological literary criticism.--MetroMagazine

[Reading the Romance] is in a class by itself. It set[s] a standard for cultural studies, scarcely ever matched
in subsequent work, of testing theories about the effects of mass culture with close study of the people
presumably under its influence.--Journal of American History

A consistently absorbing and often brilliant analysis of [romance novels] and their eager consumers.--Sandra
M. Gilbert, New York Times Book Review

A superb analysis of a contemporary phenomenon and an intelligent and moving depiction of how the
women who consume these novels see their lives.--Journal of Communication

From the Back Cover
Originally published in 1984, Reading The Romance challenges popular (and often demeaning) myths about
why romantic fiction, one of publishing's most lucrative categories, captivates millions of women readers. In
a new introduction, Janice Radway places the book within the context of current scholarship and offers both
an explanation and critique of the study's limitations.

About the Author
Janice A. Radway is Walter Dill Scott Professor of Communication and professor of American studies and
gender studies at Northwestern University and author of A Feeling for Books.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Mandy Conway:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you
want something to explain what your own problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy particular
person? If you don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you
have spare time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that
question since just their can do this. It said that about guide. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is
proper. Because start from on kindergarten until university need this particular Reading the Romance:



Women, Patriarchy, and Popular Literature to read.

Ross Adams:

This Reading the Romance: Women, Patriarchy, and Popular Literature are generally reliable for you who
want to be described as a successful person, why. The key reason why of this Reading the Romance:
Women, Patriarchy, and Popular Literature can be one of several great books you must have is definitely
giving you more than just simple studying food but feed you actually with information that probably will
shock your earlier knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever
your conditions both in e-book and printed versions. Beside that this Reading the Romance: Women,
Patriarchy, and Popular Literature forcing you to have an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary,
giving you trial run of critical thinking that could it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it and enjoy
reading.

Kathryn Granger:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Try and pick
one book that you just dont know the inside because don't determine book by its protect may doesn't work at
this point is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside
seem likes. Maybe you answer may be Reading the Romance: Women, Patriarchy, and Popular Literature
why because the fantastic cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint anyone. The
inside or content is fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly assist you to
pick up this book.

James Cummings:

You may get this Reading the Romance: Women, Patriarchy, and Popular Literature by browse the bookstore
or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve issue if you get difficulties for your knowledge.
Kinds of this publication are various. Not only by means of written or printed and also can you enjoy this
book by simply e-book. In the modern era including now, you just looking of your mobile phone and
searching what their problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information about your reserve. It is
most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try to choose right
ways for you.
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