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This scholarly monograph on the Ukranian-born Russian diarist, artist, and
sculptor Marie Bashkirtseff (1858-1884) makes an important contribution to a
better understanding of the life and art of this important figure as well as to the
general fields of art history, social history, and also women's studies through its
depiction of how a woman attempted to chart her own course as an artist in the
male-dominated world of French society. Bashkirtseff's whole approach to life
was that of an artist, with her very person itself being a work of art that was on
exhibit for the world to see. The author's fascinating work examines the many
ways that Bashkirtseff used the techniques of what she terms "disguise and
disclosure" as she experimented with a variety of constructions of herself as a
number of different characters over her short life. The twenty-six illustrations
that have been included in this book will add greatly to its value.
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Editorial Review

Review
"In the future when the historian sifts through the debris of our era, oversaturated with information, once the
dross has been cast aside, more than a few of the things that remain will be bound in the covers of The Edwin
Mellen Press. - Charles S. Kraszewski King's College "In this book, Louly Konz has articulated what is most
central to Marie Bashkirtseff's self-imaging: the artist's whole life as a work of art... Throughout her
insightful account of Bashkirtseff's disguises and disclosures, Konz prefers the logic of both/and, a logic that
articulates brilliantly the complex nature of self-representation... The account does much more than bring
Marie Bashkirtseff to our attention. It offers the first sustained interpretation of the journal, self-portraits and
photographs based on a reading of the journal volumes in manuscript... This book speaks not only to
Baskhirtseff, but also to the general conditions in which women artists worked and pursued their careers... In
animating the self-portraits of Marie Bashkirtseff, Louly Konz brings us face-to-face with a woman artist
whose creative life has fascinated for more than a century." - (from the Commendatory Preface) Mary D.
Sheriff, Daniel W. Patterson Distinguished Term Professor and Art Department Chair, University of North
Carolina at Chapel Hill "Marie Bashkirtseff was a precocious, highly self-conscious, and deeply sensitive
artist whose life illuminates not only artistic culture in nineteenth-century France but also the social
experience of women and the strictures of Europe's class systems during a tumultuous era... Konz portrays
the life, untimely death, and hagiography of an elusive figure in nineteenth-century arts and letters. In so
doing, she provides an astute theoretical prism through which to comprehend the empowering and
performative dimensions of femininity, as well as its restrictions, and the interplay of notions of self and
identity with meditations on a certain and imminent death." - Meredith J. Gill, Associate Professor,
Department of Art History and Archaeology, University of Maryland "More than twenty years after the death
of artist Marie Bashkirtseff, her mother continued to honor admirers' requests for photographs of her
beautiful daughter and for tours of her rooms and studios. Why did such a personality, dead from
tuberculosis at the tender age of twenty-six, warrant such sustained, romantic fascination? In an
unprecedented study of Bashkirtseff's newly available unexpurgated journal, Louly Konz offers many timely
answers to this question... This book should prove immensely valuable not only to Bashkirtseff scholars but
also to anyone interested in biography, female artists, feminist theory, and the artistic conditions of
nineteenth-century France." - Jessica Dallow, Assistant Professor, Department of Art and Art History,
University of Alabama at Birmingham"

About the Author
Professor Louly Peacock Konz received her Ph.D. at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill and is a
member of the faculty at Warren Wilson College.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Robert Zamora:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or go to the outside with them loved ones or their
friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, as well as playing
video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity that is look different you can read any
book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent all day



every day to reading a e-book. The book Marie Bashkirtseff's Life in Self-portraits 1858-1884: Woman As
Artist in 19th Century France (Studies in Art History) it is very good to read. There are a lot of those who
recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough
space to develop this book you can buy the particular e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read this book
through your smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book provides high quality.

Richard Capps:

You may spend your free time to read this book this reserve. This Marie Bashkirtseff's Life in Self-portraits
1858-1884: Woman As Artist in 19th Century France (Studies in Art History) is simple to bring you can read
it in the park, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not have got much space to bring often the
printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you better to read it. You can save typically the book
in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Debra Davis:

Beside that Marie Bashkirtseff's Life in Self-portraits 1858-1884: Woman As Artist in 19th Century France
(Studies in Art History) in your phone, it can give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or
information. The information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh in the oven so don't possibly be
worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have Marie
Bashkirtseff's Life in Self-portraits 1858-1884: Woman As Artist in 19th Century France (Studies in Art
History) because this book offers for you readable information. Do you often have book but you rarely get
what it's all about. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable option here
cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss it? Find this
book along with read it from right now!

James Soltero:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many problem for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people
likes studying, not only science book but also novel and Marie Bashkirtseff's Life in Self-portraits 1858-
1884: Woman As Artist in 19th Century France (Studies in Art History) or perhaps others sources were
given information for you. After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel wish to read more and more.
Science reserve was created for teacher or maybe students especially. Those books are helping them to put
their knowledge. In various other case, beside science book, any other book likes Marie Bashkirtseff's Life in
Self-portraits 1858-1884: Woman As Artist in 19th Century France (Studies in Art History) to make your
spare time more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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