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Explanations of how identities are constructed are fundamental to contemporary
debates in feminism and in cultural and social theory. Formations of Class &
Gender demonstrates why class should be featured more prominently in
theoretical accounts of gender, identity and power. Beverley Skeggs identifies the
neglect of class, and shows how class and gender must be fused together to
produce an accurate representation of power relations in modern society.

The book questions how theoretical frameworks are generated for understanding
how women live and produce themselves through social and cultural relations. It
uses detailed ethnographic research to explain how `real' women inhabit and
occupy the social and cultural posit
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Editorial Review

Review
This book is brilliant. Formations of Class and Gender is a sophisticated and passionately written account of
the classed and gendered identities of a small group of working-class white women who live in the north-
west of England. It is ethnography at its best, having been built on long-term, thoughtful engagements in the
field. When Beverly Skeggs met these women they were all students on a variety of 'caring' courses at a
further education college. More than eleven years later, the production of this text testifies to the quality of
theoretical analysis which can be produced if only those who fund research or press for lists of publications
were willing to acknowledge that leading edge work normally requires real time. The text is concerned with
the production of cultural and social relations and is located within an analytical framework which draws on
the work of Bourdieu... Overall the text is a robust piece of writing which I have already recommended as
required reading to my research students. (Gender and Education)

Skegg's Bourdieu-influenced account of British cultures of class provides a useful empirical corrective to the
more grandiose theorizing within recent cultural studies, underscoring not just the economic but the cultural
and attitudinal gulf between working-class individuals and the left/feminist intellectuals who claim to be
their allies. For this reason alone, it should be required reading. (International Journal of Cultural Studies)

In a discipline that boasts a high division of labour, this book goes a long way in dismantling the futile divide
between class theory and feminism. It is an articulate and impassioned ethnography, fuelled by an anger of
inequality but also an anger at those who are reluctant to challenge it. At a time when sociologists seem less
concerned with the tangible and more interested in the abstract, Skeggs shows how these can be used
productively together; theory becomes a means to an end rather than an end in itself... This book really
deserves to be read and taken seriously. It is a good example of responsible research which seeks to bring out
the pains and humour of working- class life and the ways in which people negotiate their environments... But
the greatest achievement of this book is that it gives a voice to a group of women in the hope that they can
'...no longer be ignored, made invisible, deconstructed to irrelevance, dismissed as part of a redundant
concept, or pathologized as just another "social problem"' (168). In our present political climate, what work
could be more important than that? (Paul Johnson)

About the Author
Beverley Skeggs is the editor of The Production of Feminist Cultural Theory (1995); co-author of Issues
in Sociology: The Media (with J Mundy); co-author of Workwise (1990) (with G Palmer and M Webb);
and also author of numerous journal articles.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

William Chapman:

This Formations of Class & Gender: Becoming Respectable (Published in association with Theory, Culture
& Society) is great guide for you because the content which is full of information for you who else always
deal with world and get to make decision every minute. That book reveal it data accurately using great
manage word or we can state no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have



whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward sentences but hard core information with
lovely delivering sentences. Having Formations of Class & Gender: Becoming Respectable (Published in
association with Theory, Culture & Society) in your hand like having the world in your arm, facts in it is not
ridiculous 1. We can say that no e-book that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen minute right but this
guide already do that. So , this is certainly good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still
doubt in which?

Cedric Baker:

Beside this particular Formations of Class & Gender: Becoming Respectable (Published in association with
Theory, Culture & Society) in your phone, it might give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or
info. The information and the knowledge you are going to got here is fresh in the oven so don't become
worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have Formations of Class
& Gender: Becoming Respectable (Published in association with Theory, Culture & Society) because this
book offers for your requirements readable information. Do you often have book but you would not get what
it's all about. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot
be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss this? Find this book as well as
read it from at this point!

Daniel Slater:

As a student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library or
make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's internal or
real their interest. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to generally
there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring along with can't
see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As we
know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, many ways to
reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this Formations of Class & Gender: Becoming Respectable (Published
in association with Theory, Culture & Society) can make you really feel more interested to read.

Jimmy Miller:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is written or printed or illustrated from each source that filled update of news.
Within this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From
media social like newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic.
You can add your understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your book? Or
just in search of the Formations of Class & Gender: Becoming Respectable (Published in association with
Theory, Culture & Society) when you desired it?
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