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“A knockout” (People) of a thriller from #1 New York Times bestselling author
Patricia Cornwell featuring medical examiner Kay Scarpetta.

“Killing me won’t kill the beast” are the last words of rapist-murderer Ronnie Joe
Waddell, written four days before his execution. But they can't explain how Dr.
Kay Scarpetta finds Waddell's fingerprints on another crime scene—after she’d
performed his autopsy. If this is some sort of game, Scarpetta seems to be the
target. And if the next victim is someone she knows, the punishment will be cruel
and unusual...
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
This fourth mystery to feature Virginia Chief Medical Officer Dr. Kay Scarpetta was a 12-week PW
bestseller.
Copyright 1994 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From School Library Journal
YA-In this fourth Kay Scarpetta mystery, the chief medical examiner for the state of Virginia is once again
challenged by gruesome murder and confusing evidence. How could the fingerprints of Ronnie Joe Waddell
appear at the scene of a murdered psychic after Waddell was executed in the electric chair? In the midst of
many puzzling matters come other difficult issues to confront Kay as she tries to do her job. She becomes the
object of hysterical media attention, and finds that she herself might be indicted for the very crimes she is
trying to solve. Someone is sabotaging her efforts by hacking into her computer files and leaking
information. Exasperated, she calls upon her niece, Lucy, a 17-year-old computer whiz, whom readers will
remember from earlier "Scarpetta" novels. Along with FBI agent Benton Wesley and police chum Pete
Marino, Lucy helps Kay solve the murders and ferret out the traitor in her office. YAs will enjoy the teen's
angst and the exciting twist at the book's end.
Carolyn E. Gecan, Thomas Jefferson Sci-Tech, Fairfax County, VA
Copyright 1993 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
Outstanding medical crime writer Cornwell offers yet another Dr. Kay Scarpetta thriller, in which the
fingerprints of an executed killer turn up at the scene of a new murder. Previewed in Prepub Alert, LJ 2/1/93.
Copyright 1993 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Judith Joiner:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information these days can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider if those information which is from the former life are challenging to be find than now's taking
seriously which one is suitable to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you get the
unstable resource then you have it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All
those possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take Cruel and Unusual as the daily resource
information.

Benita Eldridge:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this Cruel and Unusual publication
written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book which might be understand by anyone
who all read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, leaking every ideas and producing skill only
for eliminate your personal hunger then you still question Cruel and Unusual as good book not merely by the



cover but also by the content. This is one book that can break don't judge book by its cover, so do you still
needing another sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already alerted
you so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

Philip Nguyen:

Beside this Cruel and Unusual in your phone, it can give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge
or info. The information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh in the oven so don't always be worry if
you feel like an aged people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have Cruel and Unusual because
this book offers to you personally readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but you seldom get
what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable
option here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss
the idea? Find this book and read it from currently!

Hilary Winters:

That book can make you to feel relax. This book Cruel and Unusual was vibrant and of course has pictures
on there. As we know that book Cruel and Unusual has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until
teenagers. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and think you are the character on there. So
, not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose
the best book for you personally and try to like reading this.
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