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The question at the center of the sixteenth edition of THE IRONY OF
DEMOCRACY is "How democratic is American society?" While most
American government texts address politics from a pluralist perspective, this text
approaches the subject by addressing the theme of elitism and contrasting it with
democratic theory and modern pluralist theory. As a result, this text helps readers
understand why the U.S. government works as it does.
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Editorial Review

Review
"[THE IRONY OF DEMOCRACY] makes a strong case for ideas students have not considered before.
Some love it, others object strongly to it, but it makes them all think about our system and its values in a new
light."

"This text is much more readable than the typical entry-level American government textbook."

About the Author
Louis E. Schubert has been Professor of Political Science at City College of San Francisco since 2000. He
received his B.A. from the University of Connecticut and his M.A. and Ph.D. from the University of
Southern California. He regularly teaches courses on American government, ethnic politics, terrorism and
counterterrorism, political theory, and American studies. He has also taught Environmental Politics and
Policy, The Presidency, Interest Groups and Elite Behavior, Elections and Political Participation, Political
Economy, Parties, PACs and Campaigns, and American Political Thought. He has taught at the University of
Southern California, the University of California Riverside, Santa Monica College, and the University of
Redlands.

Thomas R. Dye is Emeritus Professor of Political Science at Florida State University. He received his B.S.
and M.A. from Pennsylvania State University and his Ph.D. from the University of Pennsylvania. He is the
author of numerous books and articles on American government and public policy. Dye has served as
president of the Southern Political Science Association, president of the Policy Studies Organization, and
secretary of the American Political Science Association. He is the recipient of the Harold Laswell Award for
career contributions to the study of public policy and the Donald C. Stone Award for career contributions to
the study of federalism. He received the Outstanding Alumni Award in 2001 from Penn State's College of
Liberal Arts. Dye has taught at the University of Pennsylvania, the University of Wisconsin, and the
University of Georgia. He served as visiting scholar at Bar-Elan University, Israel, and the Brookings
Institution, Washington, D.C.

Harmon Zeigler taught at numerous universities, including Florida State University, Emory University, the
University of Georgia, the University of Oregon, State University of New York (Stony Brook), New York
University, and the University of Washington. Abroad, he taught at the University of Oslo, Sydney
University, and Passau University. In addition to THE IRONY OF DEMOCRACY: AN UNCOMMON
INTRODUCTION TO AMERICAN POLITICS, he and Thomas R. Dye wrote AMERICAN POLITICS IN
THE MEDIA AGE. His other books include INTEREST GROUPS IN AMERICAN SOCIETY;
GOVERNING AMERICAN SCHOOLS (with Kent Jennings); THE QUEST FOR RESPONSIVE
GOVERNMENT (with Harvey Tucker); THE POLITICAL COMMUNITY, PLURALISM,
CORPORATISM AND CONFUCIANISM; and POLITICAL PARTIES IN INDUSTRIAL
DEMOCRACIES. He received two Fulbright awards and was named a Guggenheim Fellow in 1970.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Bobby Bagwell:

The book The Irony of Democracy: An Uncommon Introduction to American Politics make you feel enjoy
for your spare time. You may use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can being your best friend
when you getting anxiety or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make looking at a book
The Irony of Democracy: An Uncommon Introduction to American Politics being your habit, you can get far
more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects.
You are able to know everything if you like start and read a book The Irony of Democracy: An Uncommon
Introduction to American Politics. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia
or others. So , how do you think about this guide?

Charles Thomas:

What do you consider book? It is just for students since they're still students or this for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that question above. Every person has
different personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they don't
would like do that. You must know how great along with important the book The Irony of Democracy: An
Uncommon Introduction to American Politics. All type of book would you see on many methods. You can
look for the internet solutions or other social media.

Jimmy Martinez:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, brief story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not trying The Irony of Democracy: An
Uncommon Introduction to American Politics that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied by simply
reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world far
better then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading behavior
only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for all you
who want to start reading through as your good habit, you can pick The Irony of Democracy: An Uncommon
Introduction to American Politics become your own starter.

Neil Dussault:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you may
have it in e-book way, more simple and reachable. This specific The Irony of Democracy: An Uncommon
Introduction to American Politics can give you a lot of buddies because by you checking out this one book
you have thing that they don't and make you actually more like an interesting person. This particular book
can be one of a step for you to get success. This guide offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't
realize, by knowing more than various other make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? We need to
have The Irony of Democracy: An Uncommon Introduction to American Politics.
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