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For Descartes, knowledge exists as ideas in the mind that represent the world. In
a radical critique, Hubert Dreyfus and Charles Taylor argue that knowledge
consists of much more than the representations we formulate in our minds. They
affirm our direct contact with reality—both the physical and the social
world—and our shared understanding of it.
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Editorial Review

Review
This book is a spirited defense of a sensible yet profound idea all too often ignored in mainstream
philosophy, namely, that our grip on the world is deeply rooted in contingent interpretations and practices,
but that those modes of access to reality do not preclude our?sometimes?coming to see it as it really is ‘in
itself.’ Retrieving Realism is a passionate plea that we cannot escape seeing ourselves as being in direct
contact with a world that vastly transcends us. (Taylor Carman, Barnard College)

Two major philosophers are joining forces in order to offer an alternative account to the prevailing picture of
the human mind and its cognitive powers. The book will obviously be on the reading list of all who seriously
concern themselves with issues in contemporary philosophy when it is, like here, at its best. (Vincent
Descombes, École des Hautes Études en Sciences Sociales, Paris)

Compact and engaging, Retrieving Realism is more approachable than its weighty subject matter might
predict…[An] adventurous combination of arguments and mixing of philosophical cultures. (Peter Godfrey-
Smith Boston Review 2015-09-14)

About the Author
Hubert Dreyfus is Professor Emeritus of Philosophy at the University of California, Berkeley.

Charles Taylor is Professor Emeritus in the Department of Philosophy at McGill University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

John Solorio:

The book Retrieving Realism can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. Why
then must we leave the best thing like a book Retrieving Realism? A few of you have a different opinion
about reserve. But one aim which book can give many details for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now,
try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you are able to give for
each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book Retrieving Realism has simple shape but the truth is
know: it has great and massive function for you. You can appear the enormous world by wide open and read
a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Ida Hamilton:

The event that you get from Retrieving Realism is a more deep you looking the information that hide into the
words the more you get serious about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to be aware of but
Retrieving Realism giving you joy feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in certain way that can
be understood by means of anyone who read it because the author of this e-book is well-known enough. This
specific book also makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then
can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We recommend you for having this
specific Retrieving Realism instantly.



Curtis Monahan:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family, or
their own friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic inside the
park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different to fill your
current free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book can be option to fill your totally free time/ holiday. The
first thing that you ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to try out look for
book, may be the reserve untitled Retrieving Realism can be great book to read. May be it is usually best
activity to you.

Steven Barraza:

Is it you who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Retrieving Realism can be the reply, oh how
comes? It's a book you know. You are consequently out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this
completely new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these books have than the others?
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