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Before one fateful April day, Jeanne lived the life of a typical Rwandan girl. She
fought with her little sister, went to school, and teased her brother. Then, in one
horrifying night, everything changed. Political troubles unleashed a torrent of
violence upon the Tutsi ethnic group. Jeanne’s family, all Tutsis, fled their home
and tried desperately to reach safety. They?along with nearly 1 million others?did
not survive. The only survivor of her family’s massacre, Jeanne witnessed
unspeakable acts. But through courage, wits, and sheer force of will, she
survived. Based on a true story, this haunting novel by Jeanne’s adoptive mother
makes unforgettably real the events of the 1994 Rwandan genocide as one family
experienced it. Jeanne’s story is a tribute to the human spirit and its capacity to
heal.
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Before one fateful April day, Jeanne lived the life of a typical Rwandan girl. She fought with her little sister,
went to school, and teased her brother. Then, in one horrifying night, everything changed. Political troubles
unleashed a torrent of violence upon the Tutsi ethnic group. Jeanne’s family, all Tutsis, fled their home and
tried desperately to reach safety. They?along with nearly 1 million others?did not survive. The only survivor
of her family’s massacre, Jeanne witnessed unspeakable acts. But through courage, wits, and sheer force of
will, she survived. Based on a true story, this haunting novel by Jeanne’s adoptive mother makes
unforgettably real the events of the 1994 Rwandan genocide as one family experienced it. Jeanne’s story is a
tribute to the human spirit and its capacity to heal.
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Editorial Review

From School Library Journal
Starred Review. Grade 9 Up–The patient encouragement of the author to help her adopted daughter, Jeanne
d'Arc Umubyeyi, come to terms with her memories provides the frame for this account of genocide in
Rwanda in 1994. When Jeanne was eight, Hutu neighbors massacred her family and destroyed her home; she
witnessed the murder of her mother and brother, as well as other Tutsis, strangers and family friends.
Beautifully crafted and smoothly translated, this searing novel is all the more remarkable for the sense of
place it conveys through vividly remembered details of an African world where the mundane experiences of
daily life were cataclysmically interrupted by a few months of unimaginable violence. Jeanne's courage, will
to live, and understandable anger come through clearly, leading readers to wonder how a person or a country
can ever recover from such events. The young woman's adoptive mother's childhood memories, mentioned in
one of the chapter introductions, make explicit the connection between Rwanda and Germany. The title,
taken from a story Jeanne's grandmother told, also reminds readers of the importance of human connections
and continued trust. Painful to read, but unforgettable, this book will provoke thought and
discussion.–Kathleen Isaacs, Towson University, MD
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Booklist
*Starred Review* Gr. 7-10. Eight-year-old Jeanne was the only one of her family to survive the 1994
Rwanda genocide. Then a German family adopted her, and her adoptive mother now tells Jeanne's story in a
compelling fictionalized biography that stays true to the traumatized child's bewildered viewpoint. Jeanne is
witness to unspeakable horror, but the tragedy isn't exploited in her narrative. Nor is Jeanne sentimental
about the world she loses: she feels jealous of her sister and distant from her father, and she takes her
comfortable Tutsi Catholic home in Kibungo for granted. Readers unfamiliar with the history may be
somewhat bewildered. Who are the Tutsis? Who are the Hutus? Why were almost a million people
massacred? But that confusion is part of the story. An appended time line fills in some of the facts, but of
course, there's no explanation. Woven into the child's story are brief, contemporary commentaries, set in
italics, by the Jeanne's German mother, who speaks to her child about loss, fury, survivor guilt, and healing.
Occasionally, the narrative is too detailed, especially about daily life before the massacre, but Crawford's
translation from the German is always clear and eloquent. An elemental account of perpetrators, victims, and
bystanders ("And the world looked on. Or looked away"), this book is an important addition to the Holocaust
curriculum. Hazel Rochman
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved
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Users Review

From reader reviews:

Steven Campbell:

What do you concerning book? It is not important along? Or just adding material if you want something to
explain what you problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy man or woman? If you don't have

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


spare time to accomplish others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have extra
time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They need to answer that question mainly
because just their can do which. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is
appropriate. Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need this particular Over a Thousand
Hills I Walk With You to read.

Terrie Anderson:

This Over a Thousand Hills I Walk With You are reliable for you who want to certainly be a successful
person, why. The explanation of this Over a Thousand Hills I Walk With You can be one of many great
books you must have is usually giving you more than just simple reading food but feed anyone with
information that possibly will shock your before knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it all
over the place and whenever your conditions throughout the e-book and printed types. Beside that this Over
a Thousand Hills I Walk With You forcing you to have an enormous of experience for example rich
vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have
it appreciate reading.

Albert Matthews:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or go to the outside with them family or their
friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or playing video
games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity this is look different you can read some sort of book.
It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent the whole day to reading a reserve. The
book Over a Thousand Hills I Walk With You it is quite good to read. There are a lot of people who
recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space to
create this book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book through your
smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book offers high quality.

Clara Radtke:

The book untitled Over a Thousand Hills I Walk With You contain a lot of information on this. The writer
explains the girl idea with easy approach. The language is very simple to implement all the people, so do not
necessarily worry, you can easy to read it. The book was compiled by famous author. The author gives you
in the new period of time of literary works. It is easy to read this book because you can read more your smart
phone, or device, so you can read the book with anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you
can open their official web-site in addition to order it. Have a nice go through.
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