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Since the early 1980s, approximately ten million people have turned to
charismatic businessman-turned-preacher "Brother Mike" and his Catholic
"prosperity" movement, El Shaddai DWXI Prayer Partners Foundation
International, Inc. Investing in Miracles offers an in-depth look at this unique
indigenous movement, characterized by its effective use of mass media and its
huge, emotion-filled outdoor rallies. The book investigates the sociocultural,
political, and economic contexts of El Shaddai's popularity among the Filipino
urban poor and aspiring middle classes and explores its significance for its
followers, which reaches well beyond promises of appliances, salary raises, jobs
abroad, and healing. Katharine Wiegele argues that Shaddai's theology directly
engages and affirms desires for the material signs of modernity in ways that the
mainstream Philippine Roman Catholic Church and Filipino leftist movements
do not. At stake for its many adherents are their place and identity within the
broader society; the meaning of their experiences of poverty, suffering, and
oppression; and the relevance of their very notions of God, Christian community,
and Christian life.

Wiegele evocatively captures the religious and everyday experiences of her
informants' lives in poor squatter neighborhoods of Manila. She is particularly
sensitive to El Shaddai's delicate and often contorted relationship with the
Catholic Church, which accepts the movement reluctantly, fearful of losing the
loyalty of millions of faithful Catholics. While anchored in the local realities of
the Philippines, Investing in Miracles will be of great interest to readers
elsewhere for its exploration of religious seduction and interpretation, the
interface between religion and politics, and the relevance of religion for the urban
disenfranchised.
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Since the early 1980s, approximately ten million people have turned to charismatic businessman-turned-
preacher "Brother Mike" and his Catholic "prosperity" movement, El Shaddai DWXI Prayer Partners
Foundation International, Inc. Investing in Miracles offers an in-depth look at this unique indigenous
movement, characterized by its effective use of mass media and its huge, emotion-filled outdoor rallies. The
book investigates the sociocultural, political, and economic contexts of El Shaddai's popularity among the
Filipino urban poor and aspiring middle classes and explores its significance for its followers, which reaches
well beyond promises of appliances, salary raises, jobs abroad, and healing. Katharine Wiegele argues that
Shaddai's theology directly engages and affirms desires for the material signs of modernity in ways that the
mainstream Philippine Roman Catholic Church and Filipino leftist movements do not. At stake for its many
adherents are their place and identity within the broader society; the meaning of their experiences of poverty,
suffering, and oppression; and the relevance of their very notions of God, Christian community, and
Christian life.

Wiegele evocatively captures the religious and everyday experiences of her informants' lives in poor squatter
neighborhoods of Manila. She is particularly sensitive to El Shaddai's delicate and often contorted
relationship with the Catholic Church, which accepts the movement reluctantly, fearful of losing the loyalty
of millions of faithful Catholics. While anchored in the local realities of the Philippines, Investing in
Miracles will be of great interest to readers elsewhere for its exploration of religious seduction and
interpretation, the interface between religion and politics, and the relevance of religion for the urban
disenfranchised.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Katharine L. Wiegele is adjunct assistant professor of anthropology at Northern Illinois University, DeKalb,
Illinois.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

David Wolverton:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information these days can get by anyone at everywhere.
The information can be a understanding or any news even a huge concern. What people must be consider if
those information which is inside the former life are difficult to be find than now could be taking seriously
which one is appropriate to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you obtain the unstable
resource then you get it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen with you if you take Investing in Miracles: El Shaddai and the Transformation
of Popular Catholicism in the Philippines as the daily resource information.

Bryan Donovan:

The e-book untitled Investing in Miracles: El Shaddai and the Transformation of Popular Catholicism in the
Philippines is the guide that recommended to you to see. You can see the quality of the reserve content that
will be shown to you actually. The language that author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand.
The writer was did a lot of exploration when write the book, and so the information that they share to you is
absolutely accurate. You also could possibly get the e-book of Investing in Miracles: El Shaddai and the
Transformation of Popular Catholicism in the Philippines from the publisher to make you more enjoy free
time.

Callie Allen:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside together with friends, fun activity having family
or just watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by examining a
book. Ugh, ya think reading a book can actually hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It
okay you can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Investing in
Miracles: El Shaddai and the Transformation of Popular Catholicism in the Philippines which is keeping the
e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's notice.



Paula Mayo:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book has been rare? Why so
many concern for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people
likes reading, not only science book but also novel and Investing in Miracles: El Shaddai and the
Transformation of Popular Catholicism in the Philippines or others sources were given information for you.
After you know how the great a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science guide was created for
teacher or maybe students especially. Those publications are helping them to include their knowledge. In
other case, beside science guide, any other book likes Investing in Miracles: El Shaddai and the
Transformation of Popular Catholicism in the Philippines to make your spare time considerably more
colorful. Many types of book like here.
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