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Exhaustively researched and packed with unique insights, this history journeys
from the punk scene's roots in the mid-1960s to the arrival of "new wave" in the
early 1980s. With a cast that includes Patti Smith, Pere Ubu, Television, Blondie,
the Ramones, the MC5, the Stooges, Talking Heads, and the Dead Boys, this
account is the definitive story of early American punk rock. Extraordinarily
balanced, it tells the story of the music's development largely through the artists'
own words, while thoroughly analyzing and evaluating the music in a lucid and
cogent manner. First published in 1993, this was the first book to tell the stories
of these then-little-known bands; now, this edition has been updated with a new
discography, including imports and bootlegs, and an afterword detailing the post-
1970s history of these bands. Filled with insights from interviews with artists
such as Lou Reed, Debbie Harry, David Byrne, Patti Smith, and Richard Hell,
this book has long been considered one of the essential reads on rock rebellion.
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Editorial Review

Review

"One of the most detailed histories of New York's artsy punk scene."  —Library Journal

"No other book...I've encountered succeeded so well in accurately bringing the period to life...lifted me back
in time." —Richard Hell, Television and Richard Hell and the Voidoids

"To [answer] the question of...exactly what kind of music punk rock was, you have to resort to...[this book]."
—Robert Christgau, The New York Times

"This engaging & informative history tells you all you'll ever need to know about the birth of American Punk
Rock." —Trakmarx.com

"[Heylin] sorts the conflicts and conflagrations with a critic's eye and a fan's heart." —Lenny Kaye, guitarist
and collaborator, Patti Smith Group

About the Author

Clinton Heylin is the author of, among others, Bob Dylan: Behind the Shades Revisited, Bootleg: The Secret
History of the Other Recording Industry, Can You Feel the Silence? Van Morrison: A New Biography, The
Da Capo Book of Rock & Roll Writing, and Despite the System: Orson Welles Versus the Hollywood Studios.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Heather Snyder:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yeah, you
can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to
take a move, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book entitled From
the Velvets to the Voidoids: The Birth of American Punk Rock? Maybe it is to become best activity for you.
You recognize beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can wiser than before.
Do you agree with its opinion or you have various other opinion?

Mary Crouch:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the concept From the
Velvets to the Voidoids: The Birth of American Punk Rock suitable to you? Typically the book was written



by well known writer in this era. The particular book untitled From the Velvets to the Voidoids: The Birth of
American Punk Rockis the one of several books which everyone read now. That book was inspired a number
of people in the world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new age that you ever know just before.
The author explained their thought in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to understand the core of
this guide. This book will give you a large amount of information about this world now. To help you to see
the represented of the world within this book.

Maryann Carson:

Beside that From the Velvets to the Voidoids: The Birth of American Punk Rock in your phone, it could
possibly give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge
you will got here is fresh from the oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an previous people live in
narrow commune. It is good thing to have From the Velvets to the Voidoids: The Birth of American Punk
Rock because this book offers to you personally readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but you
rarely get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this with your hand. The
Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to
miss the item? Find this book and also read it from right now!

Patricia Sax:

You can find this From the Velvets to the Voidoids: The Birth of American Punk Rock by go to the
bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve challenge if you get difficulties for
your knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only simply by written or printed but can you
enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern era including now, you just looking by your local mobile phone
and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more information about
your e-book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still change. Let's try to
choose right ways for you.
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