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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Like a Shaker cabinetmaker, Fleischman creates stories of deceptively simple design (his books are
characteristically slim, his prose as taut as a violin string) that resonate with grace and beauty. His distinctive
style has seldom been more effective than in this powerful and poignant account of the first major battle of
the Civil War. Reminiscent at times of the technique used to remarkable effect in the acclaimed PBS-TV
series The Civil War , the novel relies on individual voices to give a human face to history. The result is at
once intimate and sweeping, a heartbreaking and remarkably vivid portrait of a war that remains our nation's
bloodiest conflict. In a series of snapshot-like first person accounts, 16 characters (all fictional excepting
Gen. Irvin McDowell) from all walks of life--male and female, black and white, Northern and Southern--
trace their thoughts, emotions and experiences, from their first bright hopes through the brutal reality of
battle. Lily Malloy watches her beloved 17-year-old brother run off to fight for the Union. In Cincinnati,
Gideon Adams, a light-skinned African American, dons a disguise and enlists, fearing discovery at every
turn. Eleven-year-old Toby Boyce fakes "Dixie" on the fife and his audacity convinces the Confederate
recruiter to let him join the band. Virginian Flora Wheelworth nurses both Rebel and Yankee in her home
near Manassas. Like a fugue, the voices appear, retreat, reappear and blend, gathering momentum and
intensity as the current of events pulls the characters inexorably toward the bitter clash by the quiet Virginia
stream. Fleischman's artistry is nothing short of astounding. With a few swift strokes of the pen, he creates
characters readers care about, and with whom they can sympathize, regardless of their loyalties. Typically
deft with a metaphor, here he soars: "the slimmest of smiles fled his lips, like a snake disappearing down a
hole." He even manages to inject dry humor into what on the whole is an unflinching look at a grim subject,
as when Toby Boyce boasts of his skill on the fife, remarking that he finished "not . . . much behind the
others on most of the pieces and well out in the lead on 'Dixie.' " This is a tour de force that should not be
missed. Children's BOMC selection. Ages 10-up.
Copyright 1993 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From School Library Journal
Grade 5 Up-Sixteen different voices weave a tapestry of the first battle of the Civil War. Includes author's
note and author appearance as the voice of James Dacy.
Copyright 1999 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review
''Newbery Medalist Fleischman's fictional treatment of this Civil War battle ''relies on individual voices to
give a human face to history. The result is at once intimate and sweeping, a heartbreaking and remarkably
vivid portrait.'' --Publishers Weekly (starred review)

''Through the alternating viewpoints of 16 characters from various walks of life, readers gain insight into the
first battle of the Civil War and into the nature of war in general. Poignant, dramatic cameos seamlessly
woven together make for compelling historical fiction.'' --School Library Journal

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Leopoldo Gonzalez:

In other case, little people like to read book Bull Run. You can choose the best book if you appreciate
reading a book. So long as we know about how is important a new book Bull Run. You can add knowledge
and of course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you
can recognize everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you will end up known. About
simple thing until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we could open a book or perhaps
searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel weary to go to the library.
Let's study.

Pauline Stern:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive now, people have
do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice by
surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated that for a while is reading. Sure, by
reading a book your ability to survive raise then having chance to endure than other is high. For yourself who
want to start reading the book, we give you this particular Bull Run book as starter and daily reading e-book.
Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Sharon McMichael:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them friends and
family or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or
even playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity this is look different you can
read some sort of book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you
can spent all day long to reading a publication. The book Bull Run it is extremely good to read. There are a
lot of individuals who recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book. When you did not
have enough space to bring this book you can buy the particular e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read this
book out of your smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book has high quality.

Cheryl Crockett:

Publication is one of source of information. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen want book to know the update information of year to help year. As we know those books
have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the world. Through
the book Bull Run we can have more advantage. Don't you to be creative people? For being creative person
must prefer to read a book. Merely choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't end up being doubt
to change your life at this book Bull Run. You can more inviting than now.
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