
Shakespeare Saved My Life

By Laura Bates

Shakespeare Saved My Life By Laura Bates

A female professor, a super maximum security
prisoner, and how Shakespeare saved them both

Shakespeare professor and prison volunteer Laura Bates thought she had seen it
all. That is, until she decided to teach Shakespeare in a place the bard had never
been before - supermax solitary confinement.

In this unwelcoming place, surrounded by inmates known as the worst of the
worst, is Larry Newton. A convicted murderer with several escape attempts
under his belt and a brilliantly agile mind on his shoulders, Larry was trying to
break out of prison at the same time Laura was fighting to get her program
started behind bars.

A testament to the power of literature, Shakespeare Saved My Life is a
remarkable memoir. Fans of Orange is the New Black (Piper Kerman), A Place
to Stand (Jimmy Baca) and I Couldn't Help Myself (Wally Lamb) will be be
inspired by the story of the most unlikely friendship, one bonded by Shakespeare
and lasting years-a friendship that would, in the end, save more than one life.

What readers are saying about Shakespeare Saved
My Life

"I was tremendously moved by both the potential impact of Shakespeare and
learning on human beings and the story of this one man."

"This is one of the most extraordinary books I've ever read."

"I have never read a book that touched me as much as this memoir."

"It is a challenging and remarkable story."

"I loved this book so much. It changed my life."
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What reviewers are saying about Shakespeare
Saved My Life

"You don't have to be a William Shakespeare fan, a prisoner, or a prison
reformer to appreciate this uplifting book. "Shakespeare Saved My Life" also
reveals many important truths ... about the meaning of empathy in our dealings
with others"-Finger Lake Times

"Shakespeare Saved My Life touches on the search for meaning in life, the
struggles that complicate the path to triumph and the salvation that can be found
in literature's great works ... An inspiring account."-Shelf Awareness

"Opening the mind's prison proves enormously gratifying, not to mention
effective ... brave, groundbreaking work"?Publishers Weekly

"An eye-opening study reiterating the perennial power of books, self-discipline,
and the Bard of Avon."-Kirkus

"A powerful testament to how Shakespeare continues to speak to contemporary
readers in all sorts of circumstances."-Booklist
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A female professor, a super maximum security prisoner, and how
Shakespeare saved them both

Shakespeare professor and prison volunteer Laura Bates thought she had seen it all. That is, until she
decided to teach Shakespeare in a place the bard had never been before - supermax solitary confinement.

In this unwelcoming place, surrounded by inmates known as the worst of the worst, is Larry Newton. A
convicted murderer with several escape attempts under his belt and a brilliantly agile mind on his shoulders,
Larry was trying to break out of prison at the same time Laura was fighting to get her program started behind
bars.

A testament to the power of literature, Shakespeare Saved My Life is a remarkable memoir. Fans of
Orange is the New Black (Piper Kerman), A Place to Stand (Jimmy Baca) and I Couldn't Help Myself (Wally
Lamb) will be be inspired by the story of the most unlikely friendship, one bonded by Shakespeare and
lasting years-a friendship that would, in the end, save more than one life.

What readers are saying about Shakespeare Saved My Life

"I was tremendously moved by both the potential impact of Shakespeare and learning on human beings and
the story of this one man."

"This is one of the most extraordinary books I've ever read."

"I have never read a book that touched me as much as this memoir."

"It is a challenging and remarkable story."

"I loved this book so much. It changed my life."

What reviewers are saying about Shakespeare Saved My Life

"You don't have to be a William Shakespeare fan, a prisoner, or a prison reformer to appreciate this uplifting
book. "Shakespeare Saved My Life" also reveals many important truths ... about the meaning of empathy in
our dealings with others"-Finger Lake Times

"Shakespeare Saved My Life touches on the search for meaning in life, the struggles that complicate the path
to triumph and the salvation that can be found in literature's great works ... An inspiring account."-Shelf
Awareness

"Opening the mind's prison proves enormously gratifying, not to mention effective ... brave,
groundbreaking work"?Publishers Weekly



"An eye-opening study reiterating the perennial power of books, self-discipline, and the Bard of Avon."-
Kirkus

"A powerful testament to how Shakespeare continues to speak to contemporary readers in all sorts of
circumstances."-Booklist
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Editorial Review

From Booklist
From breaking out to breaking through, that’s what reading Shakespeare did for Indiana federal prison
inmate Larry Newton, who was locked in solitary confinement for more than 10 years. His story is recounted
by English professor Bates, who taught the “Shakespeare in Shackles” class that gave Newton, convicted of
murder as a teenager, his new lease on life. Bates describes the program, but the core of the text is given over
to Newton as he poses challenging questions from Shakespeare’s works about such topics as honor, revenge,
and conscience, forcing prisoners to consider their own actions in a new light. Macbeth and Hamlet are the
primary targets of examination, but the inmates take fresh approaches to several plays. The short chapters are
like Bates’ glimpses into the cells through cuff boxes. It’s clear she is impressed with Larry, and while his
work is remarkable, it’s also repetitive. But the journey he makes and the impact it has on Bates herself
combine to form a powerful testament to how Shakespeare continues to speak to contemporary readers in all
sorts of circumstances. --Bridget Thoreson

Review
"Wonderful... well written, easy to follow, and hard to put down. My hope is that this book will make people
understand that education can change lives." -  Sue Jones, Auntie's Bookstore, Spokane, WA

"This is an amazing story, beautifully told...I'm still reeling from the power of the ending." -  Anne
McMahon, Boswell Book Company, Milwaukee WI

"A transformative journey for students and teacher alike. ... An eye-opening study reiterating the perennial
power of books, self-discipline and the Bard of Avon." -  Kirkus

"Shakespeare Saved My Life touches on the search for meaning in life, the struggles that complicate the path
to triumph and the salvation that can be found in literature's great works ... An inspiring account.
" -  Shelf Awareness

"Readers will find much to be inspired by and optimistic about in Bates's book" -  PopMatters

"You don't have to be a William Shakespeare fan, a prisoner, or a prison reformer to appreciate this uplifting
book. "Shakespeare Saved My Life" also reveals many important truths ... about the meaning of empathy in
our dealings with others" -  Finger Lakes Times

About the Author
Laura Bates is an English professor at Indiana State University, where she has taught courses on Shakespeare
for the past 15 years to students on campus and in prison. Her work has been featured in national media,
including MSNBC's Lock Up. Laura lives in Indiana.

Actress and director Cassandra Campbell has narrated nearly two hundred audiobooks and has received
multiple Audie Awards and more than twenty AudioFile Earphones Awards, including for Orange Is the
New Black by Piper Kerman.

Users Review

From reader reviews:
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Ashley Wright:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem;
you can add your knowledge by the reserve entitled Shakespeare Saved My Life. Try to make the book
Shakespeare Saved My Life as your close friend. It means that it can for being your friend when you truly
feel alone and beside associated with course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned for
yourself. The book makes you much more confidence because you can know every little thing by the book.
So , we should make new experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Pamela Wilson:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the title Shakespeare Saved My
Life suitable to you? Typically the book was written by popular writer in this era. The actual book untitled
Shakespeare Saved My Lifeis the main of several books that will everyone read now. This kind of book was
inspired many people in the world. When you read this book you will enter the new age that you ever know
just before. The author explained their strategy in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to
comprehend the core of this guide. This book will give you a wide range of information about this world
now. In order to see the represented of the world with this book.

Susan Gaier:

Reading a book being new life style in this yr; every people loves to examine a book. When you read a book
you can get a lot of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, mainly because book
has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book that you have
read. If you wish to get information about your examine, you can read education books, but if you want to
entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, and also soon. The
Shakespeare Saved My Life will give you new experience in looking at a book.

David Murray:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got learners? We believe that that concern
was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And you also
know that little person just like reading or as studying become their hobby. You should know that reading is
very important as well as book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to incorporate you knowledge,
except your current teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update in relation to something by book.
Many kinds of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is this Shakespeare Saved My
Life.
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