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Raised in a multi-ethnic farming community, Afrikaner Christo Brand was
confused and saddened when he first confronted the realities of South African
apartheid. Conscripted into the military at 18, Brand chose to serve as a prison
guard rather than embrace the brutality and danger inherent in the work of
soldiers and policemen. Assigned to the maximum security facility on remote
Robben Island, Brand was given charge of the country's most infamous inmate:
Nelson Mandela.

For 12 years Brand watched Mandela scrub floors, empty his toilet bucket, grieve
over the deaths of family and friends yet remain as strong as any freedom fighter
in history. Won over by Madiba's charm and authentic concern for the well-being
of others, Brand became Mandela's confidant and at times accomplice.
Celebrating triumphs and suffering through many setbacks, the two men formed
an unlikely bond, one that would endure until Mandela's death.

Told with candor and reverence, Mandela: My Prisoner, My Friend is both a
meditation on friendship and a moving testament to the dedication, determination
and?most of all?humanity exuded by one of the world's great leaders.
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Raised in a multi-ethnic farming community, Afrikaner Christo Brand was confused and saddened when he
first confronted the realities of South African apartheid. Conscripted into the military at 18, Brand chose to
serve as a prison guard rather than embrace the brutality and danger inherent in the work of soldiers and
policemen. Assigned to the maximum security facility on remote Robben Island, Brand was given charge of
the country's most infamous inmate: Nelson Mandela.

For 12 years Brand watched Mandela scrub floors, empty his toilet bucket, grieve over the deaths of family
and friends yet remain as strong as any freedom fighter in history. Won over by Madiba's charm and
authentic concern for the well-being of others, Brand became Mandela's confidant and at times accomplice.
Celebrating triumphs and suffering through many setbacks, the two men formed an unlikely bond, one that
would endure until Mandela's death.

Told with candor and reverence, Mandela: My Prisoner, My Friend is both a meditation on friendship and a
moving testament to the dedication, determination and?most of all?humanity exuded by one of the world's
great leaders.
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Editorial Review

Review

“A story of the most astonishing, unlikely friendship. A must-read.” ?Mail on Sunday (UK)

“Brand paints a vivid picture of prison life in South Africa at the time.... [An] extraordinary book.”
?Publishers Weekly (starred review, pick of the week)

“A tale of two men and their shared humanity in an inhumane place. A worthy addition to the canon of
Mandela literature that details a relationship that many knew about but few truly understood.” ?Kirkus
Reviews

“[A]n honest and straightforward account of a significant relationship between two very different men in an
impossibly difficult situation.... Brand...is owed more than a mite of national respect.” ?Noseweek Magazine
(South Africa)

“Warrant Officer Brand reinforced my belief in the essential humanity even of those who had kept me
behind bars for the previous twenty-seven and a half years.” ?Nelson Mandela, A Long Walk to Freedom

“[A] valuable addition to the writings about imprisoment during the apartheid era...written by a fine man.”
?Ahmed Kathrada, former political advisor to Nelson Mandela

“A perfect example of how it is possible for love to triumph over everything, for respect to triumph over
everything.” ?Zindzi Mandela, daughter of Nelson Mandela.

About the Author

CHRISTO BRAND is the son of a farm foreman from rural South Africa. He served as Nelson Mandela's
prison guard for 12 years, primarily on Robben Island. Today, he still works on Robben Island, now a
UNESCO World Heritage site. As manager of the site's retail outlets, Christo has been known to reminisce to
visitors about his time guarding Mandela and even to give the occasional tour. He lives in Cape Town with
his wife, Estelle, and son, Heindrick. His eldest son, Riaan, passed away in 2005.

BARBARA JONES is the Africa Correspondent for the Mail on Sunday newspaper. She has covered Nelson
Mandela since she first met him in 2000. Originally from England, she learned journalism the old fashioned
way working her way from weekly to evening newspapers before joining the Mail on Sunday. She has two
sons and lives in Cape Town, South Africa.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Alysa Appel:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or info even
knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the era that is always change and move ahead. Some of



you maybe will update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the
problems coming to you actually is you don't know what one you should start with. This Mandela: My
Prisoner, My Friend is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, because this book
serves what you want and wish in this era.

Margaret Gentile:

Do you one among people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on guys
that aren't like that. This Mandela: My Prisoner, My Friend book is readable simply by you who hate those
perfect word style. You will find the information here are arrange for enjoyable looking at experience
without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer involving Mandela:
My Prisoner, My Friend content conveys the idea easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-
book are not different in the written content but it just different available as it. So , do you continue to
thinking Mandela: My Prisoner, My Friend is not loveable to be your top record reading book?

Linda Howard:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always try to and must have the time or they will get lot of stress
from both everyday life and work. So , if we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely of course.
People is human not a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity are there when the spare time
coming to you of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then ever try this one, reading guides. It
can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the actual book you have read is Mandela: My Prisoner,
My Friend.

Virginia Doak:

A lot of book has printed but it is unique. You can get it by online on social media. You can choose the best
book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is known as of book
Mandela: My Prisoner, My Friend. You'll be able to your knowledge by it. Without causing the printed book,
it can add your knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It is most critical that, you must aware about
book. It can bring you from one spot to other place.
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