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This book charts a comparative history of Latin America’s national cinemas through ten chapters that cover
every major cinematic period in the region: silent cinema, studio cinema, neorealism and art cinema, the
New Latin American Cinema, and contemporary cinema. Schroeder Rodríguez weaves close readings of
approximately fifty paradigmatic films into a lucid narrative history that is rigorous in its scholarship and
framed by a compelling theorization of the multiple discourses of modernity. The result is an essential guide
that promises to transform our understanding of the region’s cultural history in the last hundred years by
highlighting how key players such as the church and the state have affected cinema’s unique ability to help
shape public discourse and construct modern identities in a region marked by ongoing struggles for social
justice and liberation.
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Editorial Review

Review

"The comparative approach here serves not to erase the specificities of national experience in favour of some
sort of homogenous Pan-American depiction of cinema’s role in Latin America. Rather, it allows a nuanced
understanding of the wider ideological developments that underscored the shifts in cinema across the region.
It also allows the author eloquently to bring together local, national, and transnational productions in what he
refers to as a ‘triangulated’ view of cinema’s trajectory in the region."
(Australian Book Review)

From the Inside Flap

"An ambitious and accomplished book by a serious scholar who devoted a decade to the close reading of
more than fifty films from different countries, thereby giving full sense to the term Latin American cinema.
Starting with the silent era and finishing with the emergence of filmmaking by women directors, Paul
Schroeder Rodríguez maps out an important artistic expression that is national, regional, and global at the
same time."—Jorge Ruffinelli, Professor of Iberian and Latin American Cultures, Stanford University

"A cogently written history eloquently illustrated with case examples of various films in each
period."—Tamara L. Falicov, author of The Cinematic Tango: Contemporary Argentine Film 

"Schroeder Rodríguez’s comparative framework is an important contribution to the study of Latin American
cinema, global cinema, and Latin American history. Read against key discourses of modernity in Latin
America and nascent and industrial histories of the cinema, the work reveals that Latin American cinema has
always been part of global cinematic flows."—Cristina Venegas, Associate Professor of Film and Media
Studies, University of California, Santa Barbara

About the Author

Paul A. Schroeder Rodríguez is Professor and Chair of the Department of World Languages and Cultures
at Northeastern Illinois University in Chicago. The author of Tomás Gutiérrez Alea: The Dialectics of a
Filmmaker, he has published extensively on Latin American cinema in leading academic journals.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Melissa Alfonso:

Here thing why this kind of Latin American Cinema: A Comparative History are different and trustworthy to
be yours. First of all looking at a book is good however it depends in the content of it which is the content is
as delightful as food or not. Latin American Cinema: A Comparative History giving you information deeper
including different ways, you can find any guide out there but there is no reserve that similar with Latin
American Cinema: A Comparative History. It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your own personal
eyes about the thing in which happened in the world which is possibly can be happened around you. You can



bring everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your method home by train. For anyone who is
having difficulties in bringing the published book maybe the form of Latin American Cinema: A
Comparative History in e-book can be your choice.

Gavin Wilkins:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the extra time or they will get lots of
stress from both day to day life and work. So , if we ask do people have extra time, we will say absolutely of
course. People is human not just a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity do you possess when
the spare time coming to you of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do you ever try this one,
reading books. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the actual book you have read is
Latin American Cinema: A Comparative History.

Jacquelin Vasquez:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make
anyone to understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information better to
share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and soon. You
can observe that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The book that recommended to you
personally is Latin American Cinema: A Comparative History this reserve consist a lot of the information on
the condition of this world now. This book was represented so why is the world has grown up. The dialect
styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer made some research when he
makes this book. This is why this book appropriate all of you.

Philip Nguyen:

A lot of people said that they feel bored when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt this when they
get a half portions of the book. You can choose often the book Latin American Cinema: A Comparative
History to make your current reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading skill is developing
when you like reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the opinion about
book and examining especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to start a book and examine it. Beside
that the e-book Latin American Cinema: A Comparative History can to be your new friend when you're truly
feel alone and confuse with what must you're doing of their time.
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