
God and Evil: In the Theology of St Thomas
Aquinas

By Herbert McCabe

God and Evil: In the Theology of St Thomas Aquinas By Herbert McCabe

Herbert McCabe was one of the most original and creative theologians of recent
years. Continuum has published numerous volumes of unpublished typescripts
left behind by him following his untimely death in 2001. This book is the sixth to
appear. McCabe was deeply immersed in the philosophical theology of St
Thomas Aquinas and was responsible in part for the notable revival of interest in
the thought of Aquinas in our time.

Here he tackles the problem of evil by focusing and commenting on what
Aquinas said about it. What should we mean by words such as 'good', 'bad',
'being', 'cause', 'creation', and 'God'? These are McCabe's main questions. In
seeking to answer them he demonstrates why it cannot be shown that evil
disproves God's existence. He also explains how we can rightly think of evil in a
world made by God. McCabe's approach to God and evil is refreshingly
unconventional given much that has been said about it of late. Yet it is also very
traditional. It will interest and inform anyone seriously interested in the topic.
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Herbert McCabe was one of the most original and creative theologians of recent years. Continuum has
published numerous volumes of unpublished typescripts left behind by him following his untimely death in
2001. This book is the sixth to appear. McCabe was deeply immersed in the philosophical theology of St
Thomas Aquinas and was responsible in part for the notable revival of interest in the thought of Aquinas in
our time.

Here he tackles the problem of evil by focusing and commenting on what Aquinas said about it. What should
we mean by words such as 'good', 'bad', 'being', 'cause', 'creation', and 'God'? These are McCabe's main
questions. In seeking to answer them he demonstrates why it cannot be shown that evil disproves God's
existence. He also explains how we can rightly think of evil in a world made by God. McCabe's approach to
God and evil is refreshingly unconventional given much that has been said about it of late. Yet it is also very
traditional. It will interest and inform anyone seriously interested in the topic.
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Editorial Review

Review
Mentioned in Church Times, March 2010

Edited vesion of Terry Eagleton's Foreword printed in The Tablet, 12th June 2010.

'[McCabe was] a highly creative and insightful thinker, who had vivid sense of what was of enduring human
importance beneath the technical tangles of philosophical and theological debate.' The Tablet

'McCabe was ... a highly creative and insightful thinker, who had a vivid sense of what was of enduring
human importance beneath the technical tangles of philosophical and theological debate ... Disarmingly
honest ... this impressive work ... does not offer any final answer to the problem of evil; but is does ...
enhance our understanding of what is involved in adopting a religious view of the world.'
The Tablet

Reviewed in Church Times 20th August, (<?xml:namespace prefix = st1 />UK)
'As interpretation of Aquinas, as well as an approach to the problem of evil, this book is obviously
controversial'<?xml:namespace prefix = o ns = "urn:schemas-microsoft-com:office:office" />

The book is mentioned in an article on Terry Eagleton, who wrote the foreword. (The American Spectator)

'Pithy, and with a way of putting things that often seems singularly insightful... this is a welcome addition to
the McCabe corpus... McCabe had a rich and fertile mind, and his stature is such that it is valuable and
instructive to be helped to trace his development and occasional lapses.'<?xml:namespace prefix = o ns =
"urn:schemas-microsoft-com:office:office" />
(Journal Of Theological Studies)

Reviewed in Church Times 20th August, (<?xml:namespace prefix = st1 />UK)
'As interpretation of Aquinas, as well as an approach to the problem of evil, this book is obviously
controversial’<?xml:namespace prefix = o ns = "urn:schemas-microsoft-com:office:office" />

'Pithy, and with a way of putting things that often seems singularly insightful… this is a welcome addition to
the McCabe corpus… McCabe had a rich and fertile mind, and his stature is such that it is valuable and
instructive to be helped to trace his development and occasional lapses.’<?xml:namespace prefix = o ns =
"urn:schemas-microsoft-com:office:office" />
(Sanford Lakoff)

One of the distinct pleasures of studying the work of Herbert McCabe . . . is the brilliant wit and insight with
which McCabe takes us from theological muddle to the blinding light of mystery. . . . For the student who
wants to uncover the deep structure of McCabe's Thomistic theology, the present volume is invaluable.



(Sanford Lakoff)

About the Author
Herbert McCabe was a Dominican Friar and theologian of outstanding originality who died in 2001. He was
deeply influential on philosophers such as Anthony Kenny and Alasdair MacIntyre and poets and writers like
Terry Eagleton and Seamus Heaney.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Brandon Li:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the free time or they will get wide
range of stress from both daily life and work. So , when we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely of course. People is human not really a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity have
you got when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer can unlimited right. Then do you
ever try this one, reading guides. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, the book
you have read is definitely God and Evil: In the Theology of St Thomas Aquinas.

William Davis:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book mainly book entitled God
and Evil: In the Theology of St Thomas Aquinas your brain will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in every aspect that maybe not known for but surely will become your mind friends. Imaging each
and every word written in a book then become one web form conclusion and explanation that will maybe
you never get prior to. The God and Evil: In the Theology of St Thomas Aquinas giving you an additional
experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you useful facts for your better life in this era.
So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern this is your body and mind will probably be pleased when you
are finished reading through it, like winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time
activity?

Salvador Swain:

God and Evil: In the Theology of St Thomas Aquinas can be one of your basic books that are good idea.
Most of us recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary which could increase your
knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The
article author giving his/her effort to get every word into pleasure arrangement in writing God and Evil: In
the Theology of St Thomas Aquinas yet doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest as well as
based confirm resource details that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information may drawn
you into new stage of crucial pondering.

Eva Solares:

Publication is one of source of know-how. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but



also native or citizen want book to know the up-date information of year to be able to year. As we know
those publications have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, can bring us to around the
world. Through the book God and Evil: In the Theology of St Thomas Aquinas we can get more advantage.
Don't that you be creative people? To become creative person must want to read a book. Simply choose the
best book that ideal with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life at this book God and Evil: In
the Theology of St Thomas Aquinas. You can more desirable than now.
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