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Gilgamesh, half-god and half-man, in his loneliness and isolation becomes a
cruel tyrant over the citizens of Uruk. To impress them forever he orders a great
wall to be built, driving his people to exhaustion and despair so that they cry to
the Sun God for help. In answer, another kind of man, Enkidu, is sent to earth to
live among the animals and learn kindness from them. He falls in love with
Shamhat, a singer from the temple, and he follows her back to Uruk. There,
Enkidu, the “uncivilized” beast from the forest, shows the evil Gilgamesh
through friendship what it means to be human.
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so that they cry to the Sun God for help. In answer, another kind of man, Enkidu, is sent to earth to live
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and he follows her back to Uruk. There, Enkidu, the “uncivilized” beast from the forest, shows the evil
Gilgamesh through friendship what it means to be human.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
The Mesopotamian epic about a tyrannical king who finds his humanity and embarks on a quest for
immortality here takes shape as a trio of books: Gilgamesh the King, The Revenge of Ishtar and The Last
Quest of Gilgamesh. All three are illustrated with vivid pastels on black paper. Ages 8-up.
Copyright 1998 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From School Library Journal
Grade 3-6-- This picture book account of the first part of the ancient epic retains the main characters and
events of the story that is Mesopotamia's claim to literary fame. The god-king Gilgamesh rules oppressively
over the city of Uruk. The people cry to the gods for relief, which comes in the form of a wild man named
Enkidu. Gilgamesh sends a temple woman, Shamhat, to lure Enkidu from the wilderness. He returns with her
to the city, where he fights Gilgamesh and the two men become best friends. There are alterations (e.g.,
Shamhat is no longer a courtesan who seduces Enkidu, but a city favorite who falls in love with him,
Gilgamesh no longer subdues Enkidu but falls off a wall and is saved by him) as well as additions and
deletions. Granted, there are several versions of the story, but the reteller does not note that this is a rather
free adaptation of the "standard" text. Though padding the Shamhat role seems more than a little
anachronistic, the dramatic choices usually work well, setting up the rivalry/friendship that propels the rest of
the epic (to be continued in two future volumes). Unfortunately, the telling lacks the feel of the ancient
poetry; the cadences of oral tradition with its repetition and vivid description needn't have been sacrificed.
The full-color illustrations, however, capture that ancient aura wonderfully well. Spreading horizontally and
dominating the page, they incorporate elements from Sumerian, Assyrian, and Babylonian art. They remain
rich and lively--sometimes almost cartoonlike--imparting a sense of personality and landscape. Bernarda
Bryson's Gilgamesh (Harcourt, 1967; o.p.) retells the complete epic in more evocative language, but the ratio
of text to illustrations is much greater, making it less accessible. In spite of its playing a bit fast and loose
with history, this makes an attractive introduction to one of the world's oldest stories. --Nancy Palmer, The
Little School, Bellevue, WA Junior High Up
Copyright 1993 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review
The Gilgamesh Trilogy:

“A powerful version of the Gilgamesh epic…a stirring and sad tale.”
–The New Yorker

Users Review

From reader reviews:

William Hoover:

Here thing why that Gilgamesh the King (The Gilgamesh Trilogy) are different and reliable to be yours. First
of all reading through a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content from it which is the content is as
scrumptious as food or not. Gilgamesh the King (The Gilgamesh Trilogy) giving you information deeper and
in different ways, you can find any e-book out there but there is no reserve that similar with Gilgamesh the
King (The Gilgamesh Trilogy). It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your own personal eyes about



the thing that happened in the world which is probably can be happened around you. It is easy to bring
everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your method home by train. If you are having difficulties in
bringing the paper book maybe the form of Gilgamesh the King (The Gilgamesh Trilogy) in e-book can be
your option.

Raymond Simmons:

Do you one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on guys this
aren't like that. This Gilgamesh the King (The Gilgamesh Trilogy) book is readable by means of you who
hate those perfect word style. You will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable reading through
experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer
connected with Gilgamesh the King (The Gilgamesh Trilogy) content conveys the thought easily to
understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not different in the information but it just different
such as it. So , do you nonetheless thinking Gilgamesh the King (The Gilgamesh Trilogy) is not loveable to
be your top checklist reading book?

Alice Navarro:

Beside that Gilgamesh the King (The Gilgamesh Trilogy) in your phone, it might give you a way to get
nearer to the new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you are going to got here is fresh
in the oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow town. It is good thing
to have Gilgamesh the King (The Gilgamesh Trilogy) because this book offers for you readable information.
Do you often have book but you do not get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that will not happen if
you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful
island. Techniques you still want to miss that? Find this book and also read it from currently!

Andrew Purdie:

As a university student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the
library as well as to make summary for some book, they are complained. Just very little students that has
reading's soul or real their interest. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They
go to at this time there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that reading is not important,
boring and also can't see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important in
your case. As we know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says,
many ways to reach Chinese's country. So , this Gilgamesh the King (The Gilgamesh Trilogy) can make you
feel more interested to read.
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