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Predating the invention of the helicopter by two decades, the Autogiro was the
world's first rotary-wing aircraft. The helicopter had the advantageous ability to
rise straight up, while the Autogiro/gyroplane could only taxi. Yet the gyroplane
was safer and more stable; both aircraft should have had value in market. Why
did the helicopter survive and prosper, while the Autogiro became a nearly
forgotten historical footnote? Why didn't the Autogiro catch on, and why is it
being revived today?

This is the first book to tell the fascinating 80-year history of today's gyroplane
and its antecedent, the Autogiro. Charnov explains that the near-eclipse of the
Autogiro was caused by a potent combination of bad luck, the impact of the
Great Depression and World War II, and egregious business decisions. Only by
understanding the amazing manner in which this aviation technology has
persisted and evolved can one fully understand the basis for its future. In contrast
to the fate of the Autogiro, the gyroplane's unfolding story is characterized by
successful business models, effective decision making, and the emergence of
cutting-edge technology. The survival of the gyroplane may be a paradigm for
the persistence of earlier, less complex technologies, and its future relies on
grasping its colorful history.
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Editorial Review

Review
"[S]uperbly lays out the entire and intriguing 80-year history of rotary-wing aircraft....From Autogiro to
Gyroplane deftly and comprehensively examines the impacts of the Great Depression and World War II
upon these motorized aircrafts, as well as the simply bad business decisions, and the lessons that the fate and
persistence of the gyroplane has for other old, long lasting, yet ultimately fully functional technologies. From
Autogiro to Gyroplane is a unique and enthusiastically recommended addition to personal, academic, and
community library aviation History collections."-Internet BookWatch

"Recommended. General readers; lower-division undergraduates through faculty."-Choice

"[A] great read....Bruce Charnov's enthusiasm for his topic leaps from the pages....This book is a great piece
of work, may it be a huge success."-Wisconsin Bookwatch

"[p]rovides an excellent reference work on the afterlife of Cierva's rotary-wing principle, especially its 26-
page bibliography of books, articles and films."-Air Power History

"It is thoroughly researched, well illustrated, and provides a wealth of references for the interested reader to
follow up. The fluent writing style sets this book apart from academic peers in related fields-it is great
read....This book is great piece of work."-Members Magazine

"The book is a history demonstrating academic rigour while providing a good read. The literature researched
and presented is exhaustive and should provide further scope for study. The bibliography and the 'Essential
Library' are truly impressive.The book is impressive."-Aerospace Professional

"[T]his is the first comprehensive historical survey embracing both the Autogiro and the gyroplane, its
closest modern counterpart. It is a comprehensive, well-referenced and well-indexed volume....If you feel
you need just one good book on the subject, this is surely it."-Wingspan International, Number 22
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?Recommended. General readers; lower-division undergraduates through faculty.?-Choice

?[A] great read....Bruce Charnov's enthusiasm for his topic leaps from the pages....This book is a great piece
of work, may it be a huge success.?-Wisconsin Bookwatch

?Bruce's book will become "the bible" for autogiro/autogyro/gyroplane historians and will see no equal for
decades....[t]his book delivers to the last cent.?-Navigator

?[p]rovides an excellent reference work on the afterlife of Cierva's rotary-wing principle, especially its 26-
page bibliography of books, articles and films.?-Air Power History

?It is thoroughly researched, well illustrated, and provides a wealth of references for the interested reader to
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upon these motorized aircrafts, as well as the simply bad business decisions, and the lessons that the fate and
persistence of the gyroplane has for other old, long lasting, yet ultimately fully functional technologies. From
Autogiro to Gyroplane is a unique and enthusiastically recommended addition to personal, academic, and
community library aviation History collections.?-Internet BookWatch

?Bruce Charnov's book is the first book to relate the full history of this remarkable mode of aerial transport.
It is well-researched and never dull.?-International Autogyro Quarterly

?Bruce Charnov has written an exceptional book, and the first to tell in detail the quite extraordinary story of
80-years of autorotational flight. It should prove to be a valuable reference resource for many years to
come.?-British Rotorcraft Association Members' Magazine

"Bruce's book will become "the bible" for autogiro/autogyro/gyroplane historians and will see no equal for
decades....[t]his book delivers to the last cent."-Navigator

"Bruce Charnov's book is the first book to relate the full history of this remarkable mode of aerial transport.
It is well-researched and never dull."-International Autogyro Quarterly

"Bruce Charnov has written an exceptional book, and the first to tell in detail the quite extraordinary story of
80-years of autorotational flight. It should prove to be a valuable reference resource for many years to
come."-British Rotorcraft Association Members' Magazine
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Users Review

From reader reviews:

Carroll Torres:

Throughout other case, little individuals like to read book From Autogiro to Gyroplane: The Amazing
Survival of an Aviation Technology. You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. As long as we
know about how is important a book From Autogiro to Gyroplane: The Amazing Survival of an Aviation
Technology. You can add know-how and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right,
simply because from book you can understand everything! From your country until eventually foreign or
abroad you will be known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we are
able to open a book as well as searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You should use it when you
feel fed up to go to the library. Let's go through.

Gemma Jackson:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the headline From
Autogiro to Gyroplane: The Amazing Survival of an Aviation Technology suitable to you? Typically the
book was written by well known writer in this era. The book untitled From Autogiro to Gyroplane: The
Amazing Survival of an Aviation Technologyis the main one of several books in which everyone read now.
That book was inspired lots of people in the world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new way of
measuring that you ever know just before. The author explained their thought in the simple way,
consequently all of people can easily to recognise the core of this e-book. This book will give you a lot of
information about this world now. So that you can see the represented of the world with this book.

Judy Young:

This From Autogiro to Gyroplane: The Amazing Survival of an Aviation Technology is new way for you
who has fascination to look for some information mainly because it relief your hunger associated with.
Getting deeper you in it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having small amount of
digest in reading this From Autogiro to Gyroplane: The Amazing Survival of an Aviation Technology can be
the light food to suit your needs because the information inside this specific book is easy to get simply by
anyone. These books build itself in the form which can be reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book
contact form. People who think that in e-book form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this publication is the
answer. So there is not any in reading a publication especially this one. You can find what you are looking
for. It should be here for an individual. So , don't miss the item! Just read this e-book sort for your better life
as well as knowledge.

Eva Pham:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This book From Autogiro to Gyroplane: The Amazing Survival of



an Aviation Technology was multi-colored and of course has pictures around. As we know that book From
Autogiro to Gyroplane: The Amazing Survival of an Aviation Technology has many kinds or genre. Start
from kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and feel that you are the
character on there. So , not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and
loosen up. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like reading this.
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