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What is it like to be a brain surgeon? How does it feel to hold someone's life in
your hands, to cut into the stuff that creates thought, feeling, and reason? How do
you live with the consequences of performing a potentially lifesaving operation
when it all goes wrong?

In neurosurgery, more than in any other branch of medicine, the doctor's oath to
"do no harm" holds a bitter irony. Operations on the brain carry grave risks.
Every day, leading neurosurgeon Henry Marsh must make agonizing decisions,
often in the face of great urgency and uncertainty.

If you believe that brain surgery is a precise and exquisite craft, practiced by
calm and detached doctors, this gripping, brutally honest account will make you
think again. With astonishing compassion and candor, Marsh reveals the fierce
joy of operating, the profoundly moving triumphs, the harrowing disasters, the
haunting regrets, and the moments of black humor that characterize a brain
surgeon's life.

Do No Harm provides unforgettable insight into the countless human dramas that
take place in a busy modern hospital. Above all, it is a lesson in the need for hope
when faced with life's most difficult decisions.
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What is it like to be a brain surgeon? How does it feel to hold someone's life in your hands, to cut into the
stuff that creates thought, feeling, and reason? How do you live with the consequences of performing a
potentially lifesaving operation when it all goes wrong?

In neurosurgery, more than in any other branch of medicine, the doctor's oath to "do no harm" holds a bitter
irony. Operations on the brain carry grave risks. Every day, leading neurosurgeon Henry Marsh must make
agonizing decisions, often in the face of great urgency and uncertainty.

If you believe that brain surgery is a precise and exquisite craft, practiced by calm and detached doctors, this
gripping, brutally honest account will make you think again. With astonishing compassion and candor,
Marsh reveals the fierce joy of operating, the profoundly moving triumphs, the harrowing disasters, the
haunting regrets, and the moments of black humor that characterize a brain surgeon's life.

Do No Harm provides unforgettable insight into the countless human dramas that take place in a busy
modern hospital. Above all, it is a lesson in the need for hope when faced with life's most difficult decisions.
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Editorial Review

Review

Neurosurgery has met its Boswell in Henry Marsh. Painfully honest about the mistakes that can 'wreck' a
brain, exquisitely attuned to the tense and transient bond between doctor and patient, and hilariously
impatient of hospital management, Marsh draws us deep into medicine's most difficult art and lifts our
spirits. It's a superb achievement. (Ian McEwan)

His love for brain surgery and his patients shines through, but the specialty--shrouded in secrecy and
mystique when he entered it--has now firmly had the rug pulled out from under it. We should thank Henry
Marsh for that. (The Times)

When a book opens like this: 'I often have to cut into the brain and it is something I hate doing' - you can't let
it go, you have to read on, don't you? Brain surgery, that's the most remote thing for me, I don't know
anything about it, and as it is with everything I'm ignorant of, I trust completely the skills of those who
practice it, and tend to forget the human element, which is failures, misunderstandings, mistakes, luck and
bad luck, but also the non-professional, everyday life that they have. Do No Harm: Stories of Life, Death and
Brain Surgery by Henry Marsh reveals all of this, in the midst of life-threatening situations, and that's one
reason to read it; true honesty in an unexpected place. But there are plenty of others - for instance, the
mechanical, material side of being, that we also are wire and strings that can be fixed, not unlike cars and
washing machines, really. (Karl Ove Knausgaard, Financial Times)

Marsh, one of our leading neurosurgeons, is an eloquent and poetic writer. Do No Harm offers a rare behind-
the-scenes look at the most mysterious part of human life. His descriptions of neurosurgery are at once
fascinating and illuminating; a gripping memoir of an extraordinary career. (Daniel J. Levitin, PhD, author
of The Organized Mind and This Is Your Brain On Music)

Do No Harm is a penetrating, in-the-trenches look at the life of a modern day neurosurgeon. With rare and
unflinching honesty, Henry Marsh describes not only the soaring triumphs but the shattering tragedies that
are so much a part of every surgeon's life. A remarkable achievement. (Michael J. Collins, author of Hot
Lights, Cold Steel)

A soul-baring account of a practical-minded neurosurgeon who does not suffer fools or believe in souls, who
favors 'statistical outlier' over 'miracle,' and who admits that a surgeon's ultimate achievement is marked by
patients who 'recover completely and forget us completely.' Readers, however, will not soon forget Dr.
Marsh. (Katrina Firlik, author of Another Day in the Frontal Lobe: A Brain Surgeon Exposes Life on the
Inside)

Do No Harm is a fascinating look into the reality of life as a neurosurgeon. The personal patient stories are
gripping, providing the public with an incredibly candid look into the imperfections and perfections of a
dedicated neurosurgeon. In Do No Harm, Dr. Marsh takes the reader into deep into a world of life, death, and
everything in between. Despite it all, Dr. Marsh's commitment to his patients and his profession never
wavers. You will not be able to put this book down. (Paul Ruggieri M.D., surgeon and author of Confessions
of a Surgeon and The Cost of Cutting)



Do No Harm dares to reveal the raw and tender humanity behind brain surgery. Each story invites readers
into the private thoughts of a neurosurgeon and astonishes them with the counterintuitive compassion
required in the operating room. (Michael Paul Mason, author of Head Cases)

The outstanding feature of Do No Harm is the author's completely candid description of the highs and lows
of a neurosurgical career. ... For its unusual and admirable candor, wisdom and humor, Do No Harm is a
smashing good read from which the most experienced and the most junior neurosurgeons have much to
learn. (AANS Neurosurgeon)

This thoughtful doctor provides a highly personal and fascinating look inside the elite world of neurosurgery,
appraising both its amazing successes as well as its sobering failures. (Publishers Weekly (Starred Review))

One of the best books ever about a life in medicine, Do No Harm boldly and gracefully exposes the
vulnerability and painful privilege of being a physician. (Booklist (starred review))

Henry Marsh peels back the meninges to reveal the glistening, harrowing, and utterly compelling world of
neurosurgery. Top-notch medical writing. (Danielle Ofri, MD, PhD, author of What Doctors Feel: How
Emotions Affect the Practice of Medicine)

The Knausgaard of neurosurgery. ... Marsh writes like a novelist. (The New Yorker)

About the Author
Henry Marsh studied medicine at the Royal Free Hospital in London, became a Fellow of the Royal
College of Surgeons in 1984, and was appointed Consultant Neurosurgeon at Atkinson Morley's/St George's
Hospital in London in 1987. He has been the subject of two major documentary films, Your Life in Their
Hands, which won the Royal Television Society Gold Medal, and The English Surgeon, which won an
Emmy. He is married to the anthropologist and writer Kate Fox.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Suzanne Macdougall:

The feeling that you get from Do No Harm: Stories of Life, Death, and Brain Surgery may be the more deep
you searching the information that hide in the words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It does
not mean that this book is hard to know but Do No Harm: Stories of Life, Death, and Brain Surgery giving
you thrill feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in selected way that can be understood by means
of anyone who read the idea because the author of this publication is well-known enough. This kind of book
also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go to you,
both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for having this specific Do No Harm: Stories of
Life, Death, and Brain Surgery instantly.

Marie Williams:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their family, or
their very own friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or
picnic inside park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different



to fill your current free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book could be option to fill your free of
charge time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you
want to consider look for book, may be the guide untitled Do No Harm: Stories of Life, Death, and Brain
Surgery can be great book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Hilda Dumas:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this Do No Harm: Stories of Life, Death,
and Brain Surgery reserve written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book that can
be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, dripping every
ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still doubt Do No Harm: Stories of
Life, Death, and Brain Surgery as good book but not only by the cover but also by content. This is one book
that can break don't ascertain book by its deal with, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick
this!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to a different
sixth sense.

Michael Sheridan:

A number of people said that they feel bored when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt the item
when they get a half parts of the book. You can choose often the book Do No Harm: Stories of Life, Death,
and Brain Surgery to make your personal reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading expertise is
developing when you such as reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy you just read it and
mingle the feeling about book and studying especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to open a
book and go through it. Beside that the e-book Do No Harm: Stories of Life, Death, and Brain Surgery can to
be a newly purchased friend when you're really feel alone and confuse with the information must you're
doing of this time.
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