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The Oatman massacre is among the most famous and dramatic captivity stories in
the history of the Southwest. In this riveting account, Brian McGinty explores the
background, development, and aftermath of the tragedy.

Roys Oatman, a dissident Mormon, led his family of nine and a few other
families from their homes in Illinois on a journey west, believing a prophecy that
they would find the fertile “Land of Bashan” at the confluence of the Gila and
Colorado Rivers. On February 18, 1851, a band of southwestern Indians attacked
the family on a cliff overlooking the Gila River in present-day Arizona. All but
three members of the family were killed. The attackers took thirteen-year-old
Olive and eight-year-old Mary Ann captive and left their wounded fourteen-year-
old brother Lorenzo for dead.

Although Mary Ann did not survive, Olive lived to be rescued and reunited with
her brother at Fort Yuma.

On Olive’s return to white society in 1857, Royal B. Stratton published a book
that sensationalized the story, and Olive herself went on lecture tours, telling of
her experiences and thrilling audiences with her Mohave chin tattoos.

Ridding the legendary tale of its anti-Indian bias and questioning the historic
notion that the Oatmans’ attackers were Apaches, McGinty explores the extent to
which Mary Ann and Olive may have adapted to life among the Mohaves and
charts Olive’s eight years of touring and talking about her ordeal.
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The Oatman massacre is among the most famous and dramatic captivity stories in the history of the
Southwest. In this riveting account, Brian McGinty explores the background, development, and aftermath of
the tragedy.

Roys Oatman, a dissident Mormon, led his family of nine and a few other families from their homes in
Illinois on a journey west, believing a prophecy that they would find the fertile “Land of Bashan” at the
confluence of the Gila and Colorado Rivers. On February 18, 1851, a band of southwestern Indians attacked
the family on a cliff overlooking the Gila River in present-day Arizona. All but three members of the family
were killed. The attackers took thirteen-year-old Olive and eight-year-old Mary Ann captive and left their
wounded fourteen-year-old brother Lorenzo for dead.

Although Mary Ann did not survive, Olive lived to be rescued and reunited with her brother at Fort Yuma.

On Olive’s return to white society in 1857, Royal B. Stratton published a book that sensationalized the story,
and Olive herself went on lecture tours, telling of her experiences and thrilling audiences with her Mohave
chin tattoos.

Ridding the legendary tale of its anti-Indian bias and questioning the historic notion that the Oatmans’
attackers were Apaches, McGinty explores the extent to which Mary Ann and Olive may have adapted to life
among the Mohaves and charts Olive’s eight years of touring and talking about her ordeal.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Brian McGinty is an attorney and historian who specializes in American history, wine, and law. He is the
author of nine books, including Strong Wine: The Life and Legend of Agoston Haraszthy.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Ruth Haakenson:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by interact with the internet
and the resources included can be true or not require people to be aware of each information they get. How
people have to be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book.
Reading through a book can help people out of this uncertainty Information mainly this The Oatman
Massacre: A Tale of Desert Captivity and Survival book as this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of
course the information in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Gregory Richards:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
and so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new info.
When you read a e-book you will get new information due to the fact book is one of several ways to share
the information or even their idea. Second, examining a book will make you more imaginative. When you
studying a book especially fiction book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the characters
do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to some others. When you read this The Oatman
Massacre: A Tale of Desert Captivity and Survival, you could tells your family, friends as well as soon about
yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a publication.

Mark Bock:

The reserve with title The Oatman Massacre: A Tale of Desert Captivity and Survival includes a lot of
information that you can study it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This particular book exist
new information the information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world currently. That
is important to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you
throughout new era of the syndication. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read
the idea anywhere you want.



Lynette Petree:

The Oatman Massacre: A Tale of Desert Captivity and Survival can be one of your beginning books that are
good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that could
increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the
information. The copy writer giving his/her effort to get every word into pleasure arrangement in writing The
Oatman Massacre: A Tale of Desert Captivity and Survival yet doesn't forget the main stage, giving the
reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource information that maybe you can be considered one of it.
This great information may drawn you into brand new stage of crucial pondering.
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