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When it comesto large-scale public housing in the United States, the consensus
for the past decades has been to let the wrecking balls fly. The demoalition of
infamous projects, such as Pruitt-lgoe in St. Louis and the towers of Cabrini-
Green in Chicago, represents to most Americans the fate of all public housing.
Y et one notable exception to this national tragedy remains. The New Y ork City
Housing Authority, America's largest public housing manager, still maintains
over 400,000 tenantsin its vast and well-run high-rise projects. While by no
means utopian, New Y ork City's public housing remains an acceptable and
affordable option.

The story of New Y ork's success where so many other housing authorities
faltered has been ignored for too long. Public Housing That Worked shows how
New Y ork's administrators, beginning in the 1930s, developed a rigorous system
of public housing management that weathered a variety of social and political
challenges. A key element in the long-term viability of New Y ork's public
housing has been the constant search for better methods in fields such as tenant
selection, policing, renovation, community affairs, and landscape design.

Nicholas Dagen Bloom presents the achievements that contradict the common
wisdom that public housing projects are inherently unmanageable. By focusing
on what worked, rather than on the conventional history of failure and blame,
Bloom provides useful models for addressing the current crisisin affordable
urban housing. Public Housing That Worked is essential reading for practitioners
and scholars in the areas of public policy, urban history, planning, criminal
justice, affordable housing management, social work, and urban affairs.
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When it comesto large-scale public housing in the United States, the consensus for the past decades has been
to let the wrecking balls fly. The demalition of infamous projects, such as Pruitt-lgoein St. Louis and the
towers of Cabrini-Green in Chicago, represents to most Americans the fate of all public housing. Y et one
notable exception to this national tragedy remains. The New Y ork City Housing Authority, America's largest
public housing manager, still maintains over 400,000 tenants in its vast and well-run high-rise projects.
While by no means utopian, New Y ork City's public housing remains an acceptable and affordable option.

The story of New Y ork's success where so many other housing authorities faltered has been ignored for too
long. Public Housing That Worked shows how New Y ork's administrators, beginning in the 1930s,
developed arigorous system of public housing management that weathered a variety of social and political
challenges. A key element in the long-term viability of New Y ork's public housing has been the constant
search for better methods in fields such as tenant selection, policing, renovation, community affairs, and
landscape design.

Nicholas Dagen Bloom presents the achievements that contradict the common wisdom that public housing
projects are inherently unmanageable. By focusing on what worked, rather than on the conventional history
of failure and blame, Bloom provides useful models for addressing the current crisis in affordable urban
housing. Public Housing That Worked is essential reading for practitioners and scholars in the areas of public
policy, urban history, planning, criminal justice, affordable housing management, social work, and urban
affairs.
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Editorial Review
Review

"Nicholas Dagen Bloom's bold thesisis powerfully argued and effectively overturns much received wisdom
about the history of public housing in the United States. Thiswell researched and clearly written book will
undoubtedly trigger afierce debate both among historians and those interested in current housing
policy."—Robert Bruegmann, author of Sorawl: A Compact History

"While high-rise public housing in the United Statesis widely regarded as a disaster, the experiment in New
Y ork City hasthrived for more than seventy years. Nicholas Bloom's well-written, well-researched, and
well-illustrated work provides the most sophisticated answers yet to this American paradox."—Kenneth T.
Jackson, Columbia University

"Highly recommended."—Choice

"In Public Housing That Worked, Nicholas Dagen Bloom offers the best examination to date of the origins,
choices, mistakes, and management of the New Y ork City Housing Authority from its beginningsin the
1930s up through the present. He stresses effective management as the principal reason behind why the city's
public stock of housing has survived in decent condition while scores of projects across the country have
been demolished. The book should be essential reading for planners and policy analysts seeking a detailed
look inside how and why New Y ork's public housing became a hotable if controversial exception."—John
Goering, Baruch College and CUNY Graduate Center and former HUD project manager

About the Author
Nicholas Dagen Bloom is Chair of Interdisciplinary Studies at the New Y ork Institute of Technology and
author of Merchant of Illusion: James Rouse, Americas Salesman of the Businessman's Utopia.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Robert Caceres:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Y es, you
can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a
walk, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or maybe read a book eligible Public



Housing That Worked: New Y ork in the Twentieth Century? Maybe it isto get best activity for you. You
realize beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you
agree with it is opinion or you have different opinion?

John Glass:

Reading areserve can be one of alot of activity that everyonein the world adores. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are alot of reasons why people loveit. First reading a e-book will give you alot of new
data. When you read a publication you will get new information mainly because book is one of severa ways
to share the information as well as their idea. Second, studying a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you looking at a book especialy fictional works book the author will bring you to
definitely imagine the story how the people do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to others.
When you read this Public Housing That Worked: New Y ork in the Twentieth Century, you can tells your
family, friends along with soon about yours reserve. Y our knowledge can inspire the others, make them
reading areserve.

ArnulfoWalls:

The reserve untitled Public Housing That Worked: New Y ork in the Twentieth Century is the e-book that
recommended to you you just read. Y ou can see the quality of the book content that will be shown to anyone.
The language that article author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The writer was did alot
of study when write the book, and so the information that they share to you is absolutely accurate. Y ou aso
will get the e-book of Public Housing That Worked: New Y ork in the Twentieth Century from the publisher
to make you considerably more enjoy freetime.

John Thornton:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try issue that really opposite
from that. One particular activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you have been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Public Housing That
Worked: New Y ork in the Twentieth Century, you may enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you till
would like to missit? What kind of hangout typeisit? Oh seriously its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't
have it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.
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