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This book brings together Satyajit Ray's major writings and talks on film making
and film makers, and presents them in two sections. 'Our Films' is devoted
mainly to his own experiences and contains many interesting anecdotes, but also
has observations to offer on trends in Indian films. 'Their Films' deals with some
films from abroad that have become landmarks in the history of the cinema from
the silent era to the present day.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
The publication of these brief, self-effacing essays by India's most celebrated filmmaker (1921-1992)
coincides with the restoration and American re-release of Ray's major films. Ray discusses the rise of Indian
film and its search for a style that would draw more fully upon Indian culture than upon the conventions of
Western cinema; his anecdotes about the making of his own films (such as The Music Room and those of the
Apu Trilogy) are disappointingly abbreviated. The book also includes gentle critiques of Visconti, Rossellini
and British film (distinguished more by craft than artistry) and tributes to Renoir, Kurosawa and Chaplin.
Ray puckishly confesses that, if he were stranded on a desert island, the one film he would want most to have
with him would be a Marx Brothers comedy. Such glimpses at the tastes of a major filmmaker are likely to
appeal most to dedicated film lovers; the general reader will find less to linger over.
Copyright 1994 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
India's most influential director shares his views on a variety of cinematic topics and personalities in these
essays, most of which date from the 1950s and 1960s. The American, British, and Italian film industries are
discussed, as are film greats such as Chaplin, Renoir, and Kurosawa. Ray also writes about his own films
(several of which are now being rereleased), though more depth on them is found in Andrew Robinson's
Satyajit Ray: The Inner Eye (Univ. of California Pr., 1989) and Ben Nyce's Satyajit Ray: A Study of His
Films (Praeger, 1988). Still, these are engaging and thought-provoking essays from one of the major
directors of the century. Most libraries with substantial film collections will want this book.
David C. Tucker, DeKalb Cty. P.L., Decatur, Ga.
Copyright 1994 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist
The late Bengali filmmaker Satyajit Ray veered from the oft-traveled route of his compatriots and eschewed
the conventions of Indian movies, which are mostly two-and-a-half-hour melodramas featuring the latest
star, pop songs, and dances. Ray's was a more serious, socially conscious cinema examining contemporary
issues. His first features, the famous Apu trilogy (Pather Panchali, Aparajito, Apu Sansar), introduced
Indian film to the West and made Ray a cultural hero in India. These essays written over a period of 25 years
reflect Ray's insights into Indian cinema, his own career, and such other great filmmakers as Charles
Chaplin, Jean Renoir, the Italian neorealists, Akira Kurasawa, and John Ford. They resemble the work of the
1950s French intellectuals who wrote for Cahiers du Cinema before turning to filmmaking themselves, and
in them Ray proves his adeptness as a writer and as an auteur. This collection is published in conjunction
with the restoration and rerelease of some of Ray's major films. Benjamin Segedin

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Randy Johnson:

The book Our Films, Their Films give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You can utilize to
make your capable much more increase. Book can to become your best friend when you getting strain or
having big problem using your subject. If you can make reading through a book Our Films, Their Films to
become your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your current capable, increase your
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knowledge about a few or all subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like open and read a
publication Our Films, Their Films. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia
or some others. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Aubrey Smith:

The book Our Films, Their Films can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about
everything you want. So just why must we leave the good thing like a book Our Films, Their Films? A
number of you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim in which book can give many details for
us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for
that, it is possible to give for each other; you are able to share all of these. Book Our Films, Their Films has
simple shape however you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can look the enormous
world by wide open and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Constance Music:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book mainly book entitled
Our Films, Their Films your head will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each aspect that
maybe unfamiliar for but surely can be your mind friends. Imaging every single word written in a e-book
then become one form conclusion and explanation this maybe you never get before. The Our Films, Their
Films giving you yet another experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you useful
information for your better life within this era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern the following
is your body and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like winning a
sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Shirley Davenport:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book when
compared with can satisfy your short space of time to read it because this all time you only find book that
need more time to be examine. Our Films, Their Films can be your answer as it can be read by you actually
who have those short extra time problems.
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