
Moral Emotions: Reclaiming the Evidence of
the Heart (Studies in Phenomenology and
Existential Philosophy)

By Anthony J. Steinbock

Moral Emotions: Reclaiming the Evidence of the Heart (Studies in
Phenomenology and Existential Philosophy) By Anthony J. Steinbock

Winner, 2015 CSCP Symposium Book Award

Moral Emotions builds upon the philosophical theory of persons begun in
Phenomenology and Mysticism and marks a new stage of phenomenology.
Author Anthony J. Steinbock finds personhood analyzing key emotions, called
moral emotions. Moral Emotions offers a systematic account of the moral
emotions, described here as pride, shame, and guilt as emotions of self-
givenness; repentance, hope, and despair as emotions of possibility; and trusting,
loving, and humility as emotions of otherness.

 

The author argues these reveal basic structures of interpersonal experience. By
exhibiting their own kind of cognition and evidence, the moral emotions not only
help to clarify the meaning of person, they reveal novel concepts of freedom,
critique, and normativity. As such, they are able to engage our contemporary
social imaginaries at the impasse of modernity and postmodernity.
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Moral Emotions builds upon the philosophical theory of persons begun in Phenomenology and Mysticism
and marks a new stage of phenomenology. Author Anthony J. Steinbock finds personhood analyzing key
emotions, called moral emotions. Moral Emotions offers a systematic account of the moral emotions,
described here as pride, shame, and guilt as emotions of self-givenness; repentance, hope, and despair as
emotions of possibility; and trusting, loving, and humility as emotions of otherness.

 

The author argues these reveal basic structures of interpersonal experience. By exhibiting their own kind of
cognition and evidence, the moral emotions not only help to clarify the meaning of person, they reveal novel
concepts of freedom, critique, and normativity. As such, they are able to engage our contemporary social
imaginaries at the impasse of modernity and postmodernity.
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Editorial Review

Review

"[Moral Emotions] develops a theory of the human person that offers a richer understanding of people as
interpersonal, and argues for a role for emotions in civic life and political discourses. Steinbock’s
phenomenological descriptions are compelling, and his argument is very clear and accessible."  —CHOICE

"Moral Emotions is an important work on human personhood, phenomenology of the emotions, and the
social imaginary...a unique, detailed phenomenological account of the emotions." —Faith and Philosophy

About the Author

ANTHONY J. STEINBOCK is a professor of philosophy and the director of the Phenomenology Research
Center at Southern Illinois University. He is the editor of Northwestern University Press’s Studies in
Phenomenology and Existential Philosophy series and the editor in chief of Continental Philosophy Review;
his previous books include Phenomenology and Mysticism: The Verticality of Religious Experience (2007)
and Home and Beyond: Generative Phenomenology After Husserl (Northwestern, 1995).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

James Snyder:

Here thing why this Moral Emotions: Reclaiming the Evidence of the Heart (Studies in Phenomenology and
Existential Philosophy) are different and dependable to be yours. First of all looking at a book is good but it
depends in the content than it which is the content is as scrumptious as food or not. Moral Emotions:
Reclaiming the Evidence of the Heart (Studies in Phenomenology and Existential Philosophy) giving you
information deeper including different ways, you can find any publication out there but there is no
publication that similar with Moral Emotions: Reclaiming the Evidence of the Heart (Studies in
Phenomenology and Existential Philosophy). It gives you thrill examining journey, its open up your eyes
about the thing that will happened in the world which is perhaps can be happened around you. It is possible
to bring everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your approach home by train. For anyone who is
having difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form of Moral Emotions: Reclaiming the Evidence
of the Heart (Studies in Phenomenology and Existential Philosophy) in e-book can be your alternative.

David Shetler:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, likely to beach,
or picnic from the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something
different to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? May be reading a book may be option to fill your no
cost time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If



you want to try out look for book, may be the guide untitled Moral Emotions: Reclaiming the Evidence of
the Heart (Studies in Phenomenology and Existential Philosophy) can be good book to read. May be it may
be best activity to you.

Leonard Santiago:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, short story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not attempting Moral Emotions: Reclaiming the
Evidence of the Heart (Studies in Phenomenology and Existential Philosophy) that give your enjoyment
preference will be satisfied through reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the
way for people to know world much better then how they react to the world. It can't be said constantly that
reading routine only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for
every you who want to start studying as your good habit, you can pick Moral Emotions: Reclaiming the
Evidence of the Heart (Studies in Phenomenology and Existential Philosophy) become your own starter.

Brandon Giles:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you will get it in
e-book method, more simple and reachable. This specific Moral Emotions: Reclaiming the Evidence of the
Heart (Studies in Phenomenology and Existential Philosophy) can give you a lot of close friends because by
you investigating this one book you have matter that they don't and make you more like an interesting
person. That book can be one of one step for you to get success. This book offer you information that
perhaps your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than different make you to be great men and
women. So , why hesitate? Let us have Moral Emotions: Reclaiming the Evidence of the Heart (Studies in
Phenomenology and Existential Philosophy).
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