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From Rococo to Edwardian fashions, Japanese street style has reinvented many
western dress styles, reinterpreting and altering their meanings and messages in a
different cultural and historical context. This wide ranging and original study
reveals the complex exchange of styles and what they represent in Japan and
beyond, contesting common perceptions of gender in Japanese dress and the
notion that non-western fashions simply imitate western styles.

Through case studies focussing on fashion image consumption in style tribes
such as Kamikaze Girls, Lolita, Edwardian, Ivy Style, Victorian, Romantic and
Kawaii, this ground-breaking book investigates the complexities of dress and
gender and demonstrates the flexible nature of contemporary fashion and style
exchange in a global context. Japanese Fashion Cultures will appeal to students
and scholars of fashion, cultural studies, gender studies, media studies and related
fields.
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Editorial Review

Review

“Fashion trends are inherently transitory and intrinsically fragmented. Yet Monden sees sufficient
continuities and commonalities within the world of contemporary Japanese fashion to warrant a search for
significant social and cultural insights. In his four case studies, he examines fashion magazines aimed
specifically at young men, the reasons behind the style choices of two female 'idol' singers, the seeming
discontinuities between outward appearance and hardheaded individuality present in the heroine of a well-
received film, and the long-term success of 'Ivy Style' among both men and women in the world of modern
Japanese fashion ... his work upends conventional expectations by intuiting, for example, that fashion-
conscious young Japanese men might well be rejecting the blue suit, white shirt and tie style typical of the
conventional Japanese 'salaryman' rather than exhibiting a kind of feminized masculinity ... Summing Up:
Recommended. Upper-division undergraduates and above.” ?L. A. Makela, emeritus, Cleveland State
University, CHOICE

“Here is fascinating insight into the ‘boyish charm’ of Japanese menswear labels such as Milkboy. …
Suddenly, as an American, I am given new insight into the semiological logic of a style which one might
have assumed to be uniquely American? the logic of ‘dressing down’ without actually dressing down;
indeed, ‘dressing down’ to demonstrate ‘old money’ status. … I for one have learned a lot.” -Ted Polhemus,
Fashion Theory: The Journal of Dress, Body and Culture

About the Author

Masafumi Monden is Research Associate at the University of Technology, Sydney, Australia.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Anthony Youngblood:

The book Japanese Fashion Cultures: Dress and Gender in Contemporary Japan (Dress, Body, Culture) will
bring that you the new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very
unique. In the event you try to find new book to read, this book very suited to you. The book Japanese
Fashion Cultures: Dress and Gender in Contemporary Japan (Dress, Body, Culture) is much recommended to
you to see. You can also get the e-book from the official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Aimee Buffington:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them family or
their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, or maybe
playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity that is look different you can read
a book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent all day long to



reading a reserve. The book Japanese Fashion Cultures: Dress and Gender in Contemporary Japan (Dress,
Body, Culture) it is extremely good to read. There are a lot of people that recommended this book. These
people were enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy
often the e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not very
costly but this book provides high quality.

Shirley Pedro:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with pals is thing that usually
you have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try matter that really opposite from that.
One activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you already been
ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Japanese Fashion Cultures: Dress and Gender in
Contemporary Japan (Dress, Body, Culture), you may enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still
need to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't
obtain it, oh come on its identified as reading friends.

Paul Breen:

As a student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library as well
as to make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's internal or
real their passion. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to at this time there
but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring and can't see colorful
photos on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we know that on this
age, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's country.
Therefore this Japanese Fashion Cultures: Dress and Gender in Contemporary Japan (Dress, Body, Culture)
can make you feel more interested to read.
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