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The allure of fantasy continues to grow with film adaptations of The Lord of the
Rings and J. K. Rowling's Harry Potter series. But how should Christians
approach modern works of fantasy, especially debated points such as magic and
witches?

From Homer to Harry Potter provides the historical background readers need to
understand this timeless genre. It explores the influence of biblical narrative,
Greek mythology, and Arthurian legend on modern fantasy and reveals how the
fantastic offers profound insights into truth. The authors draw from a Christian
viewpoint informed by C. S. Lewis and J. R. R. Tolkien to assess modern authors
such as Philip Pullman, Walter Wangerin, and J. K. Rowling.

This accessible book guides undergraduate students, pastors, and lay readers to a
more astute and rewarding reading of all fantasy literature.
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Editorial Review

From Booklist
In their informative, highly entertaining examination of the literature of faerie throughout the centuries,
Dickerson and O'Hara insist that if literature works at all, it works as story. First defining myth and fairy
story and discriminating their differences and similarities, they proceed to describe the work of such seminal
nineteenth-century romantics as the Brothers Grimm, Andrew Lang, Hans Christian Andersen, and George
MacDonald; explore how the Bible functions as myth; discuss Homeric myth and "epic" fantasy; and cast a
jaundiced eye at Beowulf, the Arthurian legends, and the Norse sagas. They even scrutinize some modern
work, including Ursula Le Guin's Earthsea Trilogy, Philip Pullman's His Dark Materials, Walter Wangerin
Jr.'s Book of the Dun Cow, and, of course, Harry Potter. The book is especially intriguing for the links it
makes, for example, discussing the effect of The Odyssey on The Hobbit, and the plot devices borrowed from
Beowulf in The Hobbit and Lord of the Rings. Dickerson and O'Hara prove reliable guides as they amply
confirm that fairy tales aren't just for the young. June Sawyers
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

About the Author
Matthew Dickerson (Ph.D., Cornell University) is a computer science professor at Middlebury College in
Middlebury, Vermont, and author of Following Gandalf: Epic Battles and Moral Victory in The Lord of the
Rings, The Finnsburg Encounter, and Hammers and Nails. David O'Hara (Ph.D., Pennsylvania State
University) is assistant professor of philosophy and instructor in classical Greek at Augustana College in
Sioux Falls, South Dakota. He is co-editor of the forthcoming Religious Writings of Charles S. Peirce.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Marie Boyd:

The book From Homer to Harry Potter: A Handbook on Myth and Fantasy can give more knowledge and
also the precise product information about everything you want. So just why must we leave the best thing
like a book From Homer to Harry Potter: A Handbook on Myth and Fantasy? Several of you have a different
opinion about guide. But one aim in which book can give many info for us. It is absolutely right. Right now,
try to closer with your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you could give for each other; you
may share all of these. Book From Homer to Harry Potter: A Handbook on Myth and Fantasy has simple
shape however you know: it has great and big function for you. You can search the enormous world by open
and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Gwen Anderson:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information these days can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider any time those information which is in the former life are challenging to be find than now's taking
seriously which one is suitable to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you obtain the
unstable resource then you get it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All of
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those possibilities will not happen inside you if you take From Homer to Harry Potter: A Handbook on Myth
and Fantasy as the daily resource information.

Teresa Burns:

From Homer to Harry Potter: A Handbook on Myth and Fantasy can be one of your basic books that are
good idea. We recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that can increase your
knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The copy writer
giving his/her effort to place every word into joy arrangement in writing From Homer to Harry Potter: A
Handbook on Myth and Fantasy but doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest as well as
based confirm resource info that maybe you can be one of it. This great information can easily drawn you
into fresh stage of crucial pondering.

Scott Tucker:

That book can make you to feel relax. This kind of book From Homer to Harry Potter: A Handbook on Myth
and Fantasy was colorful and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book From Homer to
Harry Potter: A Handbook on Myth and Fantasy has many kinds or category. Start from kids until teenagers.
For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and think that you are the character on there. Therefore
, not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the
best book to suit your needs and try to like reading this.
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